
falr eiehds*will be induced to dcvote i fbwv of thoir lolstiro hôiUf
ta the study of the lovelieat of torrestral, illings. If tilcy do so,
I lhave na~ doulit but that they will find many plcasit1ý ecinens
iii ail tliiIr rural walks ; and if Bottiny le one of t .1 empldy.
niclits of a future state, we mnay tâko dèlight; then in examining
the productions of other ýyorlds, and imi beholdiôg tho surpassin g
beautv of Himt, who je callI#d 'thù ftoge of Sharobl and the Lilyv
of titi Valley."PnL.'TIs

,ýVoodstock, June 20, 1848.

0 D3* xd'.Frouî Tas,' asic

liv 11.l1iItIt Yoe&rr.

I.- ancient lunes, the Mfuses wvero said to bc oniy tliree, Muemne,
or "huoy"Mctt le, or "MýNeditatiotî ;" and Aoidu, or -Song."
Accordiug te the poet Alcman, they 'vere the daugliters of Ura.
nus aud Goea, dweliing in Moutit Helicon, but ieertheiess Ciil.
drea of Earth. It is of the last mnutionedl of these three geritie
sisters tlîat e-e at about tu e-rite, claiming fier as one of the
sîvcetest of otir housziiold duities tu this day.

iNIkslc lias buî calieJ "an artistie urnion of inarticulate som.ids
auid rlrsvthin, ecnnng agtrecab!e semtationS, and raiSing mental
ilages' aud uniutiofle dirccîly or itidirectly pleasing. As an ad.
jonct, it is a buautiful illustration of lagae; combiacd with
t1ue sibter art, il becomes ahighly ornamental ktnd of eloquence.»
Lt je a tuneful liak betwveeu the presvnt aud the pas-a sieet
and rnvsîerious voice, wlîiispering of by-gone days-aud frieuds
-and -.euuus-,zind bright, fairy lîopcs that rnay noyer couac a.
gain. "Musical flîods lof teare ?" ta quote thc e-ords of one of
iLs rnost entlius.astic vota ries-"gushcs of pure jo),fuluess!ex
quisite emnbudimeuts of fugitive thoughts 1" A t1linng of dreanis,
and menieries, and b6auty ! blelod bus outpourigs of geujus,
that sîbo) into the heart, ae dear old Christopher North says, just
1iké ligni, ne one knows Iîowv, fllling ils Chambers se-eu tiy and
silently, nnd lcavirrg iL nothing more tc, debire for perfect con-
tetitriiert.

Madame De Staël advocates the infinite, superiority of instru-
mental over vocal music, on accouaI of the 'vagueness of tie for.
mer leaving se much to the imagination ; îvhiie Mctabtaeio de.
scribus it as possessing that advauî&ge over poetry, whiclî a u.
uiversal lainguagp lias over kt particular oric. But this is a sub-
jec uot wliich wue have nuc intentiohi cf entering, ffe prescrnt
Palîer beilig de% aerd to the thotughîts and reiîiiicences indisso.
lub!y corneclcd Nvith Old Song-and whro has ilut cornie sucli ?

We are îold by Lucretius, that l"the birds îaught man Io
sing." "4AuJ did God teach tho birds ?" asked one e-ho w~as îoo
brighit raid pure for this Çvorld, and is now, ec trust, arnong lie
auîgels fn licaven. The expression of that chîiidisli face. îvith
the ciear carnes. eycs, and thoughtful brow, is lîunting us yet.
'f)id God tcàeh thie birds l". or did they burst eut singing ail aI
once, e-lien îlîey opencd their eyes upon so beautifi a world ?I
do flot thiuk I should have required teachiing, it sems so naIn.
rai te sing when e are happy ' Like that youtig child, îwany
of-our ancient philusophers believo song and speech o hiave becti
Coevai.

il usie aniong tho Grcks is a comprehiensive tertu, signirying
poetry sàngp with sotne sert of accouipaniimctt. According te
traditioni, Cadmuis wit hile Phoceniciaus origrinal ly introduccd
muosic itîto Greece. But Plutfirch, in bis "Dia logue on ui,
first inakes Lycias a rfso f the art, repente the sîntement
eof Heraclides, thiat APli, the son of Jupiter auJ Antiope,
taught the Greeks te compose aud siug lyric poetry ; then by a
second interlocutor, Sotericlius coatradicts the tirst, iîssigrîing-
ta Apollo the merit of liaving convertcd Greece into a miusical
nation-Apollo. the $singei, as he is teraied by Horace.

I'Bv what le c.-llcd Grck music, therefore," writcs thc able
author of that article in Knight's Clyclopredia, "1we undcrstaud
the union of poetîy and music, the Érrmier eof the te-o cxercising
tho greatest sway over thec mmd, because excpressing noble sen.
timein"-.meefully incuicating relig'oa and mrdt-.cn
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obedienco to the laNvs-cexciting gencrous feelings-auJi inspir-
ing patrioti8m and courage. It i2 tlîus only that wu eau nccouat
for tic effects said to bc wrouglit by anciciit iilînsie." And a.
gain, ho repente his belief tlîat it is the blcnding ut'ii.riiioiy and
song, wvhich unduniably operatcd witl such amaziiig force on ail
classes of the pcople-music bcing but gio aily of- verse. Ac-
cording te Plato and Aristotie, the Grcks, tou. lad tlîeir old
songs, sornie of which have dcscendcd to the prcsent day, foul of
classical and tradititnal asociations.

H3Dmer is saîd to have sung hie own epics. %Vlîat is so de.
liglitfui as to hiear a poet sing his own comnpositions ? Trho ex-
pression, the soul of the poetry, coniiig front his lips just as it
weclIed tip from tic deep fouatalui of inspiration, tie rmysteries of
which are so littlu understood by the uninitiittvd. %Vhat is so
dslightfui as to set sorte favorite rhyme to a ltte of' our own,
and sing it to %vcriies-if that were possible? It is pleasant
enoughi for an author to find hie wvorks trarîshui, J ititu a foisuigil
language; but to hear his owvn songs unexlpeuadiy, LI a far Lu~id
-aht ! that ie faune indeed 1

Rousseau- describes Sông (chanson) "ne. a %,ry ief, lyricul
pocm, fouaded commonly on agrccablu subjtuct,,, tu a~ih iiiLj-
lody is added for the purpose of singilug it 011 ft rni!ar Uaîî

cither nt table aînong fricuds, or to a beiovvd uLjuct ; nflJ L.'Un
wlîei alone, te dissipate thu ennui of thc ricli, aiL tu lighitn t1mu
caro and labors of the poor"-but thuir îirliucilxýi uharii iiuet e'.ur
rest in association. It is scarcely nicedcd tlldt thi»Y sw pus.
sess any pcculiar merit of their own, but %vilI bc kiffiîTciviit
if they ;erve te calliaup a faint rememblranceu of tliu 1abt tiiîne %ý
licard them ; and of the dcar oues %vito iiglit Iîav. Lu-n witl us
then. If thcy brin- back the past, even tliouý,li it bu in sourc¶
-the rnt'lody remaining whcn the voice that w'vo.rb!cd it bs) s'.vt:-t.
ly is liustied ini deaili!

"iA %vcli lnown tunc
WVhich in sortie dent qceco e have loved b cor-
Remornbcr'd aowv in saxdness !"

"We would liken music," says L. B. I.., 1,to l:diÂ atuîjii
wvorthlcss in itself-not so for the spirit.,; %ilr;l uby it (;ati.
We love it for the buried liopes, the garnered rieliiorius, the
tender feelings it Cali commun e-lUi a tucta."

"As children," vNiites a ciubratcti auîlurc,s, "*ujiêk Lururu bbci
sister.band wvas broken and di'4ded by dtati aid, ehaîjrtu,
ec had, 1 weli remnember, a pleasanilt custoin cfsi~t tut iti ,,

citiier a?. our needle.work, or lifter wue rt.utrtd tu rtç-,. Ara] 1
have many a tiine, wvhen I happened tu lie ageoku utt iaie urd
my little sister stili sing-iiag, oitu liehr slu.Ttu iiit-itory of
niy gladsome and itinocczît childhoud cuinus back li, a biluil,
%vlettevor 1 lîear those oild sollgs!"

Ilow truiy lias the Poèt said-

"-There is delight in singing, r1oirru.;c Iar
I3csidc îki singer !" .

It is se naturel to, sing when oe e i i:qpy. (in a bright ýeun-
ny day for instance-or as wc sit alun-.or go about our liouse-
hold tasks-ay, anJ even at our desk, e-lien the inuuod ns ot tus.
the invigible Aoide, and tho hecart's rjnlubiC wilI hlave velt ! fIowv
ait oid Song, or sometimes ofily a few lines Ofofieîî, becard long
since, cornes back ail of a studden, lilze a flash of iiglitning, hauti.
titi-~ à~ for days and w-eeks, u'ver in otîr tIaouglits aînd oit our lips,
brenking forct half.invutiitarily into wvord-nd, then, as
strangely it fades awny, aud retorns flot aca la, for v( ars: it
as if its raennory liad g e t ldden sortie onu c'as. llowv
oficu, Mien sorroiv lias strickeu us mut silence, IIiaJ a ficiv notr:,ý
of soute olti fainiiar song brolien the spu-Il, and cornpellud w, ir.
resistiblv, ns il were, tu juin lu that eul iuu ncIudy. su tliat
%te have ecpt to find ourseives singirg, and vct sang on util
wve forgoe Our weeping!

wVe cati remnember, ycars ago, going on n Visit Ill cite Who,
altheugh personally uriknown tu us at th icunte, we had beeîî ac-
customed to regard w.ith lia little; and reverence, and feeling,
as tlio, yng are npt Ir feul lu a ;àîrangc huntse, and amongst

s'grrs, untii t enoning the widow the followiug MnoTrnng,
.te chianced to hear our nostw.q singing la the garden beneaîlî,a


