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N;ickrIosý, and proeniature doaths - bave
perhaps natnî'ally onough bestowed
t1ilinost thoir NvhIole tboughts a nd tinie,
givon in this behaif', to those diseases
Nvhiclî ])revftil epidoiniialy and in a short
Iveriod of' ime destroy many livcs, or
tiîifeh prevailing, only eindeic'ailly or to
a intich less oxtont, destroy lit'e more
i'iipidly-in a few- dayS or a féow% weekis,
w'hile this dreadful disoase. constumption,
'vbichi is daily cutting off, af'Ler rnonths
atnd years of hleful, yot mostly Jxnpeless
isufféin g vast numnbers of Hii's-often tho
br-itec4, Most useful, mnost valuable
Iiv«s, bas not i'eceîived frorn pracal
bin itarian s, that pi'actical considoration
NvIich its great importance demands.

THE DISEASE IN ANIALS.

Tuibercluhtir consumption otl'octs inany if
flot ail of tho domos3tic aniniais, more
especitîlly, iii this country, covvs and.
f'owls. It may not bo i'ery -ommon ;
moine assert that iL ià not. But iio inve.-it-
igations have been imadIA and it may, in
view of its prevLlOncy in other conintm'ies,
be more comnmon bore than is genorally
bupposged. Enguirios are being made :tt

the present Linie by the publishers of the
SANITRTJU ALn reference to the
prevalency of' this diseaso in some of the
doistic animais in this country, and
the resuits of'the eniquirios, wili bc made
known in a future num iber.

CAUSES OF CONSU.%PTION.

The causes of' consuniption may be bost
eonsidered tinder th roc prinDci pal h eadt,,
viz: heredity, contagion, and personal
habits and the surrounding-s of life.

Pt'obably ini every case of consumption
eneh no of these CûIuscs bas taizen pa~rt in
the doe'clopmont of the disece.-ch, in a
degree srnall or greater, arcording te

ci '~ustn cs.Sonie constituti onal def'oct
i eonnection wvith, the respiratory organs
lias, been inberited, it mnay h)ave been from
aincestors Somewhat rom ote, Or ap)palren tly
izc and the dcfeý't may have been but slight
nt firsý atd gradually developed and Ii,~

rasdby habits of life. The sp)ec;fie.
contagion- the tubercle bacillus i tself, it
inay be, is thon i-ceivet into tbe*body.
fromn another case oh' the diseýýse. foi' theo
can be hardly any cloubt that thedsas
is cont.-o us, and it apersvery3 11ro.
bably that tho bacillus, is the contagions~
pi)'ncie.c Th,- condition of tlî body u)'ov'e!
suitable fi»' the developnîent andtiP.ultiý
phîcation of this contagion, and I)rchibly
habit!3 of life and environnionts fivoi' ils
multiplication until it becomes ais iL wcre
Cc master of the situation "-the humai
organisrn, divine, is overcome and its Iifé
.destroyed by the mierobe.

IIEREDITIr.

The inifluence of' heî'ediy' in consunip'
tion app)ear-s to be greatly isiuudox'istoodi,
espcîally by inany outside the ractiien
profession. Coiinrn pti on can liard ly be
regarded as heroditary in anything ;ike the'
saine degroe, or evon in the vvay. flht Sv-
philis is,. It tseems improbabte th-at t1îerr-
is anytluing more transinittod froin parent
to olit;pi'ing, than certain c'onstitutiomil or,
str'uctural defects in bodily omganization;
and those defects are pm'obably cbieflv'
connectcd with the i'espIiratoiry gas
Et bas been stateti that in tho inherît cd tuli-
ercular diathesis, the minute lymffphativ
vessolsai'e smal loi tb:îîi in p)ersons of Sound
'vigorous constitutions; Nvhether as eausi'e
or effect is ])ot known. it Dlot Ille
diminished caliber of thes2 Liselsh th'
rosul t o' irmp em'fect r'Ozpi ratory capacit3'.
-%Yitih imp)erf'ect performance of the excx'et-
ory flunctions ? Praetically, Ibis is a
matter of' comparati vely l itc corise-
quonco.

The following extr' -'t- bearing upon
this are deductionS - im a re orto
c;auses of consýumpt'Lioii, compiic.d fi'on
answors, by inedical practitionere, to :

som'ios of questions Sent out by the editçGr
of tais JOUR-,,N-L about t1meyasgo
wyhichi ilisvoî' Nero based up)on ovom' 25(?
càses of weIl marked tubei'cular phthisi.4
which, came undei' the observation of these
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