
108 TME CANIDA LANCE.T.

psyche vilien in a diseased condition; learning ail the facts, flot neces-
sarily trying to label conditions, but rather estimaingr exactly the full
significance of ail syrnptoms; thus arriving at the basic features which
%vill insure more valuable forecasts as to the probable outcomc of cases
already developed, a means of formulating a system of preventive medi-
cine and the adoption of a more rational therapy.

RELATION OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION TO TH-E PUBLIC.*
By JOIIN W. S. McCULLOU'j1[ 1.). AIistmi, Ont.

RilRESIDENT, Ladies and Geiitletizez-To mie lias fallen the
hoor of addressing you upon a branch of thc relation of our pro-

fession to, the public, under the general heading of Public Health Aspects
-embracing: (i) The need of couaty officers of health; (2) Rernuneration
for registration of births, deathis and infcctious discases, and for attend-
ance upon the poor; (3) Compulsory vaccination; (4.) Protective organiza-
tion.

This is an e-xtensive list of soîbjects, and feeling my utter inability,
even if the tine allotted to nie ivere much greater, to deal adequately
with themn, 1 have mierely outlined the various miatters, leaving il for you
to supply in your discussion the very great deal wlîich rnay be said re-
garding these important subjccts.

Taking the first topie, that of the need in this Province of County
Oflicers of Health. You ail know very w~elI that under the present sys-
teni,, there being a health oflicer in each municip-ality, or, at Icast, thai.
the lawv provides for such, the regulations rcgarding health miatters are
often very poorly carricd out.

The reason is flot far to seek. A physician is appointed Io this office.
He receives cither rio salary, or, if any, a mere trifle. He mnay be %caIous
to carry out his duti2s, but reccives no encouragement or support fron.
the Board of Health or the authorities of the nîunicipality, consequently
he soon becomies tired of flying in the face of Uhe public, whose gond
opinion is necessary to biis success or existence. As a result, hie floats
with the streani and the health rcgulations beconie a dead letter.

The Provincial Board of Health has had in the past five or six years
a great deal of trouble ivith somne infectious diseases, notably nuild cpi-
dcnuics of smaipox here and there. It lias been found that in rnany, per-
haps the niajority of niunicipalities, very littie attention ivas paid to the
necessary quarantine, and that both the Province and the, xunicipality
concerned have been put to an unnccesSary expense and trouble becausc
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