
Miscellaneous

Simplified Tuberculin Skin Test
Barabasehi. Gazetta degli Osprli e delle ClIjnic, Milan,

rubs the region with alcohol until the skin is red. Then in the
center of the sm1îall area thus prepared lie spreads thet tlinniest
possible layer of undliluted tuberculin witlout rubbin hi li and
lets it dry. In the cases in whieh he lias applied the tuberculin
test in this way, the reaction was always positive in the :34 known
tuberculous and negative in 35 controls. A positive reaction was
obtained in 3 cases iii which only the tendency to aînemia had
suggested tuberculosis, but the course -of tel cases confirmned the
accuracy of the response. The imethod is similar to Lignière's
technie only that tiere is no waste of tuberculin; Lignière rubs
the skin with a. wad of cotton dipped in the tuber-ulin. while
Barabaschi does the rubbing with alcohol.-J. A.. . A.

Cardiac Neuroses
Max Herz (Wien. klin. 1Woch.) saw in onle day 2 eases of

cardiae neurosis sinulating severe organie disease, and ini each
Case there wvas a low pulse-rate accomiipauied by low blood pres-
sure. He tihen examuined the records of the last 1.000 patients
with cardine symptois whom lie lad secn, in order io discover
low oftenl Ihe condition of lvpotonia and bradyeardia wcre
present eith.er singly or in comlibinîation. and vith wh-at ondi-
tions tley were assoeiated. Cases in whieh bradyew-dia was a
part of an infection or iitoxieation or vas the resuh of inI-
creased brain pressure, an anatomical vagus lesion. etc., were
oiitted. The patients were alnost altogether ambulant," so
that uneomnpensated cardiae lesions were not represenI.ed. A
pulse-rate of below 68 per minute was considered to be slow. The
unmber of cases was 73 of iypotonia, 55 of bradyeardia. 29 of
coibined hiypotonia and bradycardia. Of the 73 eases of hypo-
tonmia alone 48, or 65 per cent., were diagnosed âat <-ardiae
neuroses, while 17, or 23.2 per cent., were of arterial affections.
Therefore. in doubtful cases, with symptoms whihii point to
eardiae disease, a low blood pressure is suggestive of a. ardiae
neurosis. In the case of bradycardia alone 49 pvr cent. be-
longed to the group of arterial affections, 41.8 per eeni. 10 that
of the neuroses. With a combination of the slow pulse and low
pressure 69.6 per cent. were of eardiae neurosis and only 27.5


