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walt to have this matter forced on their
attention, but will, of their own motion,
accord substantive rank to the medical
officer, so thut he may be able to wear
his umtm m without wounding his selt-
vespect or feeling that he is sailing
under falze colors.

We commend this subject to the
attention of medical officers, who may
ineet together in the various camps this

sumiuer.
T discussed during the present session

* of 1eDmnmlon Parliament. With
regard to its econcmic or political
aspects we do not concern ourselves.
Whether the petitions were rumerously
enough signed to warrant the conclu-
slon of some that the time is vipe for
prohibition, or whether the fears of
others were well-grounded that a revul-
sion of public opinion would follow,
such legislation is not, the question here.
In reading over the discussion
notice an absence of all reference to
the danger that a compulsory depriva-
tion of their custowmary . stimulants
would lead many people to resort to the
substitution of other and more danger-
ous nareotics, such as opium. cocaine,
ether, Jamaica ginger, etc.  During the
MecKenzie administration similar peui-
tions were subisitted to the House of
Commons. The Hon. Alex. MacKenzie
spenking on the subjecy thought it
wonld be in the public interest to ascer-
tain whether or not it was a facy that
the consumption of these narcotics was
largely on the increase in communities
where prokibition prevailed.

The. cther habit in Ireland would
appear to be a case in point. The
causes for this habit are variously attri-
buted ;. by sowme to the total abstinence
wovement since the days of Father
Matthew — the “new drink” being
resorted to to enable one to get Jdrunk
without breaking the pledge, b) others
to the suppression ol illegal distilling,
the. high excise duaty enhancmg the
cost, and the comparative cheapness of
methylated ether. It is but too wue
that the use of other stimulants and
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HE question of pthiBitiOﬂ has been

we

| looked.

narcotics than aleohol is alarmingly on
the increase in America. Is this owing
to nerve over-strain, or is the pamal ‘

“enforecement of ptolnbmve liquor laws

which take no account of the craving
for stimulants inherited or acquired by
so many people, and also that answritten
code which puts a social ban, especially
among wonien, upon the (lnnl\uwv habit,
ecponslh}e to a large degree for the
inereasing use of the more pernicious
narcotics ? It is str angc that during-the
recent discussion at Ottawa this aspecb
of the question should have been over-
It surely behooves the temper-
ance reformer to contemplate this
complicated question with a wider range
of vision than this discussion would
indicate, and to recognize the fact that
appetites and passions. cannot be eradi-
catect by an act of pariiament, that men
cannot be made “mozal, good and wise”
by legal enactiments. The man in the
fable who stood pn the seashore with
thmmhts intent upon the dangers of the
deep, and regarvded not she wonster
approaching from Lehind which devour-
ed him, was merely a prototype of many
a sincere though illogical reformer of

“the present day.
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N reference to the decmon of Judne
Alley, of Charlottetown, in the case
referred to elsew! ere, we think it

only rightfor all to keep in view the dith-
culty plesémed at times in the diagnosis
of typhoid fever. Thisis espucmlh true
when a doctor has to rely upon his
own judgmens exclusively, from being
bevond the reach of convenient con-
sultations.  Moreover, it will be recog-
nized by all that it is easy to be too
hasty in coming to a diagnoesis of an
infectious case, leading to alarm and
troublé that turns out to have bt.en
unnecessary.

But with all this in view, and a 1eadw
svmpath\‘ with a country medical man
in the many difficulties’ of ‘his position,
it is nevertheless clear that it is wise in
any doubtful case to mention to' one
responsible and concerned person”one’s
doubts as to the nature and ultimate



