104 THHE JOURNAL

.
vantages supgested by Taplace would be more than doubtful. Ia the
tides we see clearly that it is not her lightgivitg properties alone that
mark her usefulness, and lier attractivo forve, which is shown by various
other phenomena of less obvious, thongh, perhaps, not less real import-
ance—sucli as precession and nutation—rwould be vastly modified by her
removal to near four times her present distance.  in hee relatively nue
changing position she would Ue fir from serving, us sho does now, for
the closest determination of the longitude. By tho non occurrence of
cclipses we should be deprived of most admirableand instructive pheto.
mena.  Wo slould wever watclt in wonder the veiling of the lnuar dise,
por mark the earth’s ronndness in her coppery shadow.  We shonld
never, and with still more solicitude, observe the sun himself varying,
fike a mystic duy-moon in mpid phase, up to the awe-inspiring moment
whei ho vanishes among the kindling stars ; nor should we ever await
in astonishment that most enepturing of celestial sights when, in the
annular eclipse, the thin sun-streams How round on the central dark-
ness, and encircle tho pitchy space like o bright setting thatlost its gem.
Suppostirg stll that the moon could be niaintained in the position fuvor-
ed by Laplace, her dise would appear near sixteen times smaller than at
present, and her illuninating and othier influcnce would he in the same
degree less, T am not aware that the philosopher, to meet theso objece
tivus, suggested any increase of size; and it wight be said that the
moon of cminent physical and scientitic value would not, acconding to
his plaw, exdst—neither would themnoon of poetry.  The ever-round and
ever-diminutive-fooking satellite would furnish 1o striking theme for de-
scription or ronance, Hor sunsest to genius some of its grandest eon.
ceptions.  Milton could not have told of the sun looking from behind the
cclipsing orb in « surile with which no other of any other writer can be
compared for ave instant ; nor, again, could he have thrilled us with the
description of tlie sveh-fiend’s shicld, whose—
* hoad circuinference,
Tfung on his shoulders ke the moon.”

In a scientific point of view, it will be casily understood that if the dis.
tant and: nightly nppearing satellite had still the power of giving any
cffective light tor the earth, in place of Leing an object of high interest,
it would' be i positive nuisance to the astronomer, ~ How few of its great
aonders would the heavenly space have revealed to us through the veil
of am cternal moonlignt{ ‘T'he most beautiful systeins of the double
and multiple stars, with their different Jights and motions would be
scarcely noticed.  We should never reczive delight fiom the eaquisite
charmns of the many-hued cluster, dappled with coloured fires, like the
flashings of the diamond, the sapphire and the ruby; nor should we
know of the fur-remote cloud-worlds, with all their surprising shapes of
the ring, the sphere, the spindle, the spiral, and a thousand indescriba-
ble forms, mauny of which are already proved by the spectroscope to be
no other than what they appear to be—lmninous vapour,

Andif these mystie ilorics of the sky would remain unseen, so, also,
would the wonder3 of its durkness.  Wo should have no speeulations
about the raylesss regions, such us stain the brightness of the Miky
Way, or set off the splendones of the Southern Cross.  The doep gulf in
the great nebula of Orion would le as unseen as the marvellous pro-
montorics that it divides ; and, undiscovered amony the brifliant tracts
of Seorpio, would remain the dreary aperture of an Avernian blackness,
through which we cm perceive, as it were, the eternal night of outer-
most spaee, whose scerets ne telescope has cver penetrated.  Our
acquaintance with the moon’s own appearance wonld be vastly circuun-
scribed. At such adistance we shou\( have little pleasure in contem-
plating the great landseape of half i« planct.  Thousands of details now
plainly enough visible would be only imperfectly scen « v totally unseen ;
and it is probable that we should never be attracted by such sights as
the obscuration of Linu¢.

EDUCATIONAL INTELLIGENCE.

AT HOME.

Acapra Corrroe Axsiversany.—We extract the following from
the Christian Messenger :—

The first week of Junc in cach year is surrounded with deep injgrest
to the friecnds of Acadia College and its students. ‘Phe institutions of
lenrning on the hill at Wolfville, at that time, assume an appearance of
activity somewlat differing from that of any other week i the year.
After spending the precading days, and wcc{;s, and mouths in digging
in the mines ot knowledge, the several classes bring forth tho treasures
they have gained, und have them submitted to the test of rigid exami-
Ration.

Horton Academy.—First in onler comes the Academy, which has done
its preparntory work for near half a century, and has taken no small
sharc of the honer as well as the labor of raising this province to its
present respectable positior, and of supplying o number of usefnl and
valuable men to the neighbouring provinces.

The examinationsof the Academy were held on Monday and Tuesday,
3rd nnd 4th inst. .

On Tuesday afternoon an exceedingly interesting portion of the ccle-
brations took placein the Academy Hall. Four young ladics, having
completed their course of three years at tho Seminary. and prov
by a searching examination their proficiency in the various branches of
Ingher instruction given at the institution, were cach requested to read
:{“;l essay, which they had prepared for the oceasion. They were as
ollows :—-

“ The ohject of Study,” by Miss Blackadar,

¢ Tmagination;” by Miss Bigclow.

“Open Scerets,” by Miss Woodworth.

“ Valedictory,” by Miss LEaton,

The diplomas were given by Rev. Dr. Crawley, who addressed the
recipients in his usual mild, fatherly, and affectionate manner. His
connsels will doubtless be long remembered by all.

The examinations were most satisfactors, and reflected the highest
credit alike on the young ladies themselves, and the ladies and gentlemen
ir charge of the Seminary. The essays were of tho first order.

A prive wus given te Mr. E. P. Bowlesas the victor in a spirited cone
test ot” several lrours n orthography.

The Hall was filled bf' fricnds of the institution, who mamfested the
highest satisfaction in the exercises.

The Cricket Mateh—On Wednesday the Academy and College Stu-
dents were on the erickes ground, contending for thee $20 prize offered by
Lewis Y. Payzant, Esq., who had observed “the injurious consequences
of students taking too ‘inlo physical excreise, and sought by this wmeans,
and the conditions attached, to infuse more active exertion among them.

‘T'o the great surprise of all parties, the Academy Club were the suc-
cessful competiters by 92 ruus.,

The Associated Alumni.~On Wednesday afternoon the Almnni Asso-
ciation held its Annunl Meeting. ‘The cvening was occupied by the
Annual Oration, deltyered by Rev. W. S, McKeuzie.  Subject: ** The
College Grarduate.” For an hour aml a half the attention of a large
andiencewas rivetted. Al wero delighted with many well-drmwn delinea-
tious of character, and tho experiences of student life under difierent
circumstances, K

The College Anm'vma?/.—On ‘Thursday morning the Iwculty, Gover-
nors, Students and Graduates of the College, and Academny “stadents,
assemblad under the Jolds of tle Royal Standard, and, after being mar-
shalled into order, walked in procession to the Baptist Church, where e
large congregation had asseinbled to witness tho auniversary celebra-
tions. On amiving at the Mecting-house, the long procession formed
into open column, and the Faculty passed on, recciving the respectful
salutations of the Academy students.  Professor Saffery, who presided
at the organ, struck up a Voluntary, and continued til} all wese in their

tnces.
P The following were the subjects of the orations :—

* Cause,” by J. ¥. L. Parsons, of Liverpool.

“ Circuistances,” by W. N. Grahan, of Antigonisl.

“ Nugz,” (trifles), by Wilbert D. Dimock, of Truro,

“ Results,” by Jas. W. Manning, of Bridgewater.

One could not but observe thestrong marks of individuality cach oration
bore, and the fund of original thonght they developed.  Tho order in
which they were delivered, and the nppropriateness of each in its place
to produce a combined oncness of idea, was a most pleasimg feature of
these masterly productions. ‘“Lhe mental capacity, breadth of thought,
striking illustration, and apt quotation, showed that the training re-
ceived had not failed to call forth and strengthen the powers, with whicls
they wero severally endowed, and we shall be disappointed if they do
not all take a position of influence and respectability at no distant day.

‘The Degree of Bachelor in Arts was then conferred on theabove, and
of Master in Arts on Mr. .M. Harding Bligh of Halifux, who was

resent to receive it, and the honomry degree of M. A., on Edward
k’oung, Esq., formerly of Falmouth, now in the ‘Lreasary Department
at Washington—a pupil of Horton Academy in 1829 and 30.

After the President, Rev. J. M. Cramp, D.D., had delivered an ad-
mirable address to the graduating class, 1t was aunounced that several
of the students had distinguished themselves by undertaking and suc-
cessfully pursuing extrn studies, to whom Honor Certificates wonld be
preseuted as follows :—

1IN CLASSICH.

Senior Classs—J. W. Mauning.

Junior Class—J. McDonald, ¥. C. Spinuey, J. F. Tafts, W. A. Mac-

kinlay.

Sophomure Class—Neil Meleod, C. R, Daniels, R. Sanford.

Freshman Class—R. W. Ells.

IN MATHEMATICS.
reshman Class—R. W. Ells.
IN BELLES LETTRES.

Senior Class—J. ¥. L. Parsons.
Junior Class=—J. McDonald.
Sophomore Class—Neil McLeod, C. R. Danicls, R. Sanford.

The Alwnni Prizes—As the remainder of the cxercises were in con-
nection with the Alumni Association, Rev. Dr. Crainp nsked the Presi-
dent of that Socicty, T. . Rand, Esq. Superintendent of Kducation, to
take charge and make the necessary announcements.

Mr Rand stated that tho Committee of the Alumni Association had
offtred a prize of $40 for the best Essay on “ ‘The claims of the Natural
Sciences to occupy a prominent place in the Curriculum of a College.”
The Esssays to Lc subjected to the judgment of threo geatlemen of the
first standing, for their decision.  Four cssays had been received, and o
unanimous opinion had been expressed, that the onc accompanicd by =
sealed cuvelope directed ** On,” was eutitled to the prize. A letter was
read to this cffect, signed by the three adjudicators, Ilon. Judge John-
stonc, His Worship tho Mayor of Halifax, and Professor Lawson.

On opening the cnvelope it was found that the writer of the Essay
was Mr. Jonathan ¥. L. Parsons, who was then called upon to read itz
and we doubt not that all who heard it were fully convinced of the cor-
reetness of the remarks made by the judges on its chamcter.

The other Prizes offered by a number of gentlemen through the
Alamni Association were then presented :

First.—For the best Scholarship in cach year’s class of Students.

1. Freshman Class, $20, to 1tobert W, Ells of Cornwallis.
2, Sophomore Class, $20, to Ncil McLeod of Uigg, Y. E. L
3. Junior Class, §20, to John McDonzald, of Uigg, P. E. L.
4. Senior Class, $20, 10 J. W. Manning, of Bridgewater.

Sccond.—The Avard Longley Prize, $20, to the best Elocutionist,
—awarded to James W. Johuston and William A. Newcomb, onc-half
to cach.

Third.—~The H. N. Paint Prize, 25, to the Student who had pre-
pared the best series of monthly Essays during the College year, to Wi,
A. Mackinlay of Charlottetown, P. E.

Fourth.—The lcwis Payzant Prizc, 820, to the member of the Col-
Tego or Academy Cricket Clubs making the highest scorein two matches ;
to I.. Cohoon of Port Medway. Fifth—A Cousolation Prize of $10,
to the best player on the losing side; to E. C Spinney of Wilmot.

After the College cxercises were brought to » close, the Alumni
and their friends assembled in the Woltville Gymnasium, and sat down

to an cxcellent dinner.




