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Moreover the present condition of niankind points to, theiz
origin at ilo very remote period. The conîparatively recent pro-
gress of art and science: -,'.he very partial )c.:upation of the
globe by our constantly multiplying race; and the inconsider-
able improvement which the world hias hitherto nmade in civiliza-
tion and the refinements of life ail confirrn the fact. So, also,
the histories and traditions of ail nations tell of a first father,
created, flot begotten.

For many rcasons, therefore, ive reject the hypothesis of an
endless succession of existence.

c. That of progressive dcvelopnrient is cqually unworthy of
credit. This theory wvas promnulgated in various forms by
ancient philosophiers accordingf to tlieir crude ideas of -nature, but
in our own agre, as became the scientific, character of the tirnes,
lias been more minutely and systermatically set forthi.

The Freticl philosopher, La Place> in hiis nebular hypothesis,
undesig ncdly furnishicd a foundation for its reconstruction.
Observingr in the celestial hecavens bright dloudy appearances,
whiich telescopic vision could not resolve into clusters of stars,
lie conjectured that these "niebulu " wvere substances out of
xvhich wvorlds are crradually being forined. Furthier reflection led
hlmi to bciievc tliat our own sol.ir systen wvas at one time an
indeflnitely rarified and intensely hieated body of nebulous mat-
ter, incalculable ii *extent and revolving according to certain
centripetal and ccntrifuga.l laws around a fiery nucleus. From, this
great blazing and wvhirlingy cloud lie supposed that our systein
mnight have been evolved by the operation of known causes.
These conjectures wvere purcly astronomical and were intended
to explain the original formation botli of our planetary system
and of the wvhole stellar Universe.

Others, howevcr, and ini particular the authior of "The Ves-
tiges of Creation," a book publishced anonymously, took the ideas
of La Place and have grafted quite différent ideas upon themn.
To use thieir own ternis thiey suppose thiat certain inorganic
particles of the fire-mist hiad in themn the powver, after flhe different
worlds hiad assumicd shiape and become fit for living inhiabitants,
to construct thicnselves into various organic bodies, vegetable
and animal, and that the process thus begun rcsulted iii the
successive appearance of new spce- o rganic beings. The
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