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at 3s to 7s a pound, according to timo of year;
very rarely less than 33 a pound. Meat Is
cheap, but generally it is very much more like
a bit of shoe leather; and the new duty. coming
in forco on October 1st, 258 on every 100 puupds
of fre:h fruit and vegetables, will make things
go up a bit more. 1 raw a chest of drawers
going for £8 103, and I am poaitive you can get
the eamne st any houso in Liverpool fur 30s to
40s, and this was second-hend, Scleing and
heoling boots, 3> 6d1o 10s, I pay myself, and
it's done in six weeks at the ouwide I speak
from experience. Suit of clother: Liverpool,
£3 1080 £4 105 ; Johsnaesburg, £6 10s to £8.
Hats, 15s; Liverpool, 8s 6d; washing, 43 &
duzen; collars aud handkerchicfs, sccks, all
same prico, 4d cach. When people talk of
young fellows going abroad to such and such a
good situation double what they get iun Liver.
pool, they never take into accouat the prices
thoy huve to pay for things they waat, and at
pregent the tendency is to reduce wages, aod
everything else go.og up.  Of course, of course
there are one or two who grow rich, but what
about the thousands who only exist?”

With a heavy influx of skilled artizans, clerks
and book Lkeepers intothe Canadian Northwest,
many like the Courier correspoandent would be
greatly disappointed. This new and compara-
tively uondeveloped country requirss only so
many of such settlers, and that the number of
skilled ¢ rtizans has not grestly exceeded the
demand is plain, from the fuct, that sach men
get paid §3 to $4 per day in Winnipeg and
other cities. But with a deluge of skilled fabos
these prices could not be loug maintained. A
supply greatly in excess of the demand would
hero as elsewhero reduce wages of such men
below the present fairly 1emunerative figures,

Wo have been fortunata enough so far in the
Northwest to have no delugeof skilled artizans,
although we have had the usual plethora of
clerks, book keepers and such like, and serious
disappoiatment, and in some instances some-
thing like bardships have been experienced
by such men, although many possessed of cour-
ago bhave fought ugainst great difficvlties un-
til they beeame adapted to their chbanged cic-

cumsiavces, and intime reached comfort, and a
few afluence, in some rew line of life.

It must be admitted, that io Mavitoba and
the Territories westward, the chaaces of success
are ten to one in favor cf the farmer aad tho
farm laborer. Yearby year tho scarcity of tho
latter class is becoming more awkward during
haying, barvestiag and threshiog time, and biy
wages have been paid during July, August,
September and Qctober of the past two years,
Justfancy an English farm laborer demanding
s6ven pounds a month and found in everything,
and that has been a common figare during the
latter part of the Jast two seasons. It takes so
little capital to stait farmiog here, (tay £150
to £200) that the industrious, careful farm
laborer is ususlly sctticd on a farm of bis owa
at the end of two year's work as alaborer.
Thus the demand for suciissteadily increasing,
and tho supply disappeariog. So much so, that
upless thero isa heavy immigration of farm
laborers into Manitoba dnring the nexe few

years, sgricoltural uffairs will be scriously
hampered in the latter pait of each zcason.

But tho Manitoka settler has reasun to be
thanktul and satisfied with his lot, when ho
looks over the grices of necessaries of hfo as
quoted by this South African correspondent in
the Couricr. In the Canadian Northwest asin
all other new coantrics wo havo to pay high

for luxuries of somo kinds ; but for food this is
a voritable land of Goschen. Tho fizest cuts of
beef, mutton and other mcats, suchk as the
Europeaa artizan or laborer seldom tastes un-
less about the Christmas holidays, are sold for
seven pence a pound, while less desirable cuts
arc sold at two pence halfpenny to five psnco ;
butter ranges from eight peace to foartoen penca
according to seaton and quality ; eggs r-oge
from sixpence to fiftcen ponce a dozenaccording
to scason, while the finest flour in the world
is now selling at a pcnay a pound, and lower
g.ades at less than three farthings, The fiacat
flour nover did oxceed ia late yeurs three half-
pence, and usuully ranges from a pznay to a
penoy farthing. For two days wages a mo-
chanic can lay in enough potatoes in the fall
of the year (say half a ton) to supply himself
and family uatit the next crop comes in, and
all other vegatzbles, such as cabbage, cauli-
flower, carrots, turaips, parsnips, cclery, and
such like are correspondingly cheap, at that
scaszon of the year.  Even fruit is very reason-
able, for Wionipeg is the dumping ma-ket for
that product for the States soutk, and tho Pro.
vincos cast of it. Thousands of tons of tho
st delicate southern fruits aro sent thers on
consigament every year, aad are gold at very
molerate prices. The climate of Manitoba is
80 dry, and the temperature so much below that
of tho fruit growing countrios south of it that
auch fruits can bse preserved in good condition
there, weeks after thoy woulld havo spoiled in
tho southern districts. Thercfore when a ple.
thora of fruit sets in, ship to Manitoba the sur-
plus is the course followed, and sell it there for
what It will bring, thus relieving the original
market. This keeps Manitoba a cheap market
generally for fruit. Ia coanection wich poultry,
fish, and other perishable goods of that kind,
tho same thing is true ia the swinter, The sur-
plus poultry of QOatario. the eslmon, halibut,
cod, and other fish of British Columbia and
the Atlantic provinces aro all rushed toWinni-
peg for distribution uver tho prairie province,
where they can bo kept in a semi-frozen state
for weeke, or evea moaths, without the ex-
pense of a-~y rvefrigeratisg process, and as
there is a big local supply of poultry, and an
unlimited supply of lake fish in from Lake
Winnipeg, and other lakes coming into com-
petition, the nico of the imported goods is na-
tarally rather low. In Eugland, salmon fresh
at seven to eight pence a pouad is a cheap
luxury, but at these figures it can bo bought
in Winuipeg retail at any time of tho year,
while in the middle of winter a plucked fowl
of four pounds weight can be had for about
fiftcen to eightcen pence.

It is nopeccessary to state that Manitoba, like
all other new couantries, has its drawbacks and
diszdvantages, especially to people wko have
lived only in the citics aand towae of Great
Britain. But it has no drawbacks in connection
with cheap food.  Ths dict of a workiag man
in Winnipeg co:ts him at least twenty five per
cent, less than it wonld cost him ia any English
city, if he lived as well thero as he did in the
Manitoba capital.
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EDITORIAL NOTES,

Tue election of Mr. Isinger, the Haultian
candidate 10 the vacancy in the Northiwest As.

scmbly, loft by the death of Mr. Reaman, has
placed tho old party again in power aud afford.
cd another iltustration, for the benefit of tho
Opposition, of the old saying that ** tho best
laid schemes of men and mico gaag uft agles.”

- -
.

WesTey  peopls ure unanimons’y agreed
that with his appointment to the porifolio of
Miaister of tho Iaterior the opportunity of the
Hon. L. M. Daly has come. If hs meets tho
wishes of the country in the all important ques.
tion of immigration he will prove beyoad a
doubt the wisdom of the choice which placed
him in the position be now occupies.

- -
-

Tuk excitement raised ju Canada by the
action of the British Boird of Agrienlture in
forl.dding tho importation of live Canadiaun
cattle to Eogland has ncarly all died out
again. aad those whose wail was loudest when
tho edict fiest came forth are now arguing that
the action of the Board will ultimately prove
an advantage instead of an injury to Canadian
interests.

Caxava was taken by surprise last month
when the anoouncement was made that Premier
Abbott had resigned and that Sic John Thomp-
son had been called to form a new cabiget.
While everyvody knew that Mr. Abbott was
in poor health aud that he seriowsly contem-
plated giving up hisoffize, his resigantion was
not just at the moment expected, and came as
a surprise to maony who are ususlly pretty woll
posted oa political matters.

- -
-

Tue annual meetivg of the Presbyterian
Synod of Manitoba and the Northwest, which
was hdd at Wionipeg in the latter part of
November, attracted a great deal of attentiop.
‘This church body embraces the Presbyteries of
Winnipeg, Rock Lake, Brandon, Minnedosa
and Regina, covering the country from Lake
Superior to the western boundry of Assiniboia.
The principal subjscts which came up for dis
cussion related to Home Missions, Manitola
College, and cducational matters. .

- -
-

A good deal of attention was given last month
to Imperial Federation matters bath in Canada
and tho old country,  Mr. G. K. Parkin, one
of the strongest advocates of the scheme, has
been travelling ahout the Dominion delivering
addresses and enlistiog the interest and sy -
psthy of Cavadians.  In noother part of this
issue wo have a summary of his lecture as it
was delivered in Wionipeg. In the old coun-
try a special committeo of the Imperia! Federa-
tion League appoiated at the suggestion of
Lord Salisbury, late Premier Minister of Brit-
ain, bas been drafting the outline of a plan by
which it is thought the requirements of such a
federation could be met. The gentlemen whe
composed this committecare of world wide fame
ax statcsmen and scholsrs, and brought to bear
upon the subject a vast amount of knowledge
of Culonial and Imperial affaira, of politics and
statescraft.  Their report is now before the
Council, of the League, and will proovably
.greatly facilitate ‘he understanding of the
whole question.



