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their deniands, thoughi sanctioned by the law of the, land, are s tignmatised as unjust,
unehristian, anti sacreligious. (3.) 1 should have no hesitationý in avowing- that,
in mny judgment, if. %vould be a great boon to Scotland if, i the present divided
state of its celesiastical idiosyncrasy, it had no State Cbureh at al; ansd I '-outenid
that to paniper at the general expense of ail the inhabitants a niinistry, which is
in many districts entirely uscless, and which where if. is efficienît, ouglit to be sup-
ported by its own congregations, is a source of grievous and just heartburnixîg to a
great majority of the ag.gregate population, and one of the m-ost powverful, mnost
plausible, and Most perilous stuimbluîci-b1ocks to the mass of thinking and intelli-
gent infidels, whose nunierical sirengdf and antipathy to our existing chureh sys-
tens, are, I believe, continualy and alarmingly on the increase. 1 niav add that; I
amn one of those, be they few or many, who are convi need that the resoration of the
Free Churcli to its former dependence on a coinpulsory State provision for its main-
tenance and efliciency, is neither practicable nor desirable.-3elieve nie to remain,
very truly yours, G ORGL SINCLAIR.

L E TTE R IlI.,

TIIL'Rso CASTLF, 1)ecember 7, 1855.
It seenis to nie that one or both of tivo requisites are indispensable, in order to

render a chureli "1national." L miust eitlier be p)roftssedl by a large majorîty of
the inhabitants or supported at the expense of the State. The former of t ese ad-
vantages is not at this time po".essed by any single denomination in Scetland-
because each is greatly outnunibered by the .icrcr-ate adherents of the sections,
-which do not belon- tn if.. ln the other sense, Zht âIesignation un<juestionably ap-
pertains to the lEstablisieil Churcli, as thc;-e are p)arties in every district, who (bow-
ever entirely tliey may be opposed to its dulrines and pofity) are Iegally co>npelled
to.maintain its functionaries-so as flot only to, provide them with a yecarly iuîcone,
but to build houses, furnishi glebes, repairbrùken vindows or garden walls, in short,
falfil every dutv towards themn, except that of leyu~any mioiey out of their pock-
et.% for supportiug the poor, in common with sucli of their parishioners as are flot
inVolved in absolute indigence.

Excepting ini regard te, tise proportion of its nienibers, the Establishment is flot
in a worse condition than that in -%vhieh i. lias stood ever since the re-enactmnent of
the law of patronage ini the reign of Queen Anne, including, of course, tise periot
at whielî many of the brighitest ornainents of the Frec Churcis, both deceased andi
surviving, were receiveti within its Ipale. andi took part in ail the proceedings of its
courts. %.1 one dreamt of denfirig that it was the national chiurch, ei'ezi where
Moderatismn prevaled il, a great niajority of its pulpits, exerciscd ail aliiiost uncon-
trolled supremacy in its judicatures, anti called in the aid of the civil inagistrate te
"honor Christ," by forcing, at tile point of tic bayouset, the dcspiseti and hated

bhirelings of the State Clsurch upon reluctant andi reclaitniiig '-ingregations. A
strenuous attenipt was made, on tie part of a zealous andi devoteti seetion of Uini~-
tors and laysnen, te abdlish andi abiige thise anuomalivs andi abuses. The power
of.the clîurch tocarry ont certain changes without tie sanction andi concurrence of
the State, with which it stood coîînecied, ras conte:zteti andi broulit undL.r Ille re-
view of tse suprenie civil autiiorities. Many enîinesît anti respected judges main-
taineti the legality of the course pursneti by tic church. A miajority, lîonweves, of
their brethren gaean oppobltc decibion, and tîsat det ision -.v;L ratificti by au tîziau-
ious verdict of thel 11ouýe of Lords. Now, 1 cannot lpl thinking tiat duiviswo

acqweasced ini that jsudgcnieit, anti retisined their Ipo>tioni as ilieînbPi s of the national
chureh-1 rnea, oi the ehurclu Iekliowvledgced as ,uch by the legislature-a-e alone
entitieti to be rccoýgni,.ed il, tlîat capaeity; andi 1 inuzt reiterate niv cO»victioni. tliat
tîsis view is entertaiîsed, 1 wvonld alniost -venture te siv, lw every indiviclual of eve-
ryv class and of ce-ery c-onsnluion, nlot incluticti witlîin thse pale of the Frve Clîur-4u.
It is, therefore, ini nîv opinion, isot euh- useless, on oui- pert, to urgre such a preten-
Sion as tlîatof beingy eituecr IlsLuIle lieal Ci, or lezrailv, or bi- gezieral con-zent, zw-garded~
as the national cîjurcis-1ut 1 fear tliat by uu-ging snch a d:aim). %we brirsg upoli onir-
selves the liostiliti-, thie di.strusi. andi 1 hatl .almost addcd the sidâulc, of aI 4în~

ters and ineilber., of evcry oicr denouiiaion, andi rentier if. utterly i niposible

Dec.


