ACADIA ATHENAEUM : 7

**We learn by teaching” is of course true, but it is folly to expect that
effective instruction can be given by one whose mental range is no
more comprehensive than the course of study through which he
guides his pupils. A teacher who dees not lead his students from the
vantage ground of superiorattainment is not likely toinspire those un-
der his guidance to large and worthy achievements. Recent observa-
tion shows that vacant college positions are in nearly every zase be-
ing tilled by thos¢ wzno have done creditable graduate work. The
spirit of competition is so strong that trustees of these institutions
are obliged to engage men and women especially qualified for their
work. Itis a case of the survival of the fittest, and effective institu-
tions of learning cannot be built up in any other way.

2. Extending the discussion still further we ask, **What is the
specific relation ot graduate study to the College?’’ 'LThe purpose of
a college course is to survey the field of thought in such a wey as to
give a broad culture and thorough discipliue. In other words the
function of a college isto give a liberal education which shall result
in the most systematic and complete mental developmeat of its stu-
dents. So considered the coliege has a noble mission to perform.
Under the inspiration of such an ideal this iostitution of learning is
second o none of the existing agencier for the uplifting of mankind.

President Wartield lubored under a misapprelbension when he said
A well-tested college ought to grow intoa higher school.’’ *1s
not the vest equipment, the most complete orgamzation, the most
thorough instruction necessary to give young mien and womew an in-
sight into the problems of lite? Why should not a well tested col-
lege remain such mstead ot becoming an untested higher school?
Why should colleges become more than colleges? Since thereis a
natural demand for such work as the college is supposed to do, why
leave such av important field?  Why should not the college ideal be
realized ¥ Why should not the college ty strict application to its
particular function thus lift itselt into a higher placeof dignity and
respect? It is current opwnion at some educational centres be-
cause the elective system has been introduced, the institution
must go on and otler highly specializea courses. There is in the
Western States an urgent need of first class uudergraduate work. The
altogether loolish ambition of many of our colleges and so-called uni-
versities in attempting to offer graduate courses has resulted in mak-
ing our degrees a subject of jest and ridicule by older and better estab-

hished institutions. FHas the time not come tor making our colleges
more efficient in the lines of work which they may legitimately under-
take? Shall our methods be longer subject to this criticism? We
gain nothing by attempting the impossible. 1o see our limitations
and thus co-ordinate our working forces isto be in a position to eftect-
ually serve ~ur day and generation. Butto be misguided by a false
ambition and attempt the irapossible is to imperil the future welfare
of iuose whose destiny circumstances have placed in our hands, The
latter course is fraught with canger and diffirulty.
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