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-ada is, and will always remain, in charactera
child, needing the constant intervention of
British wisdom, in the person of a Governor-
General, to keep her in the right course.
And yet, all the time, both Lord Eigin and
his biographer are perpetually complaining
that British wisdom on the subject of the
Colonies is ignorance and folly—such ignor-
ance and such folly that Lord Elgin is driv-
en to seek for the support of a more intelli-
gent opinion in the United States.

In Lord Elgin's time there was what there
happily is not now, a strong movement in
favour of annexation, and this evidently col-
oured all his perceptions. “If you take your
stand on the hypothesis that the Colonial
existence is one with which the colonists
ought to rest satisfied, then, I think, you are
entitled to denounce, without reserve or
measure, those who propose, for some sec-
ondary object, to substitute the Stars and
Stripes for the Union Jack. But if, on the
contrary, you assume that it is 2 provisional
state, which 2dmits of but a stunted and par-
tial growth, and out of which all communi-
ties ought in the course of nature to strive to
pass, how can you refuse to permit your Col-
onies here, when they have amived at the
proper stage in theirexistence, to place them-
selves in a condition which is at once most
favourable to their security and to their per-
fect national development? What reasons
can you assign for the refusal, except such
as are founded on selfishness, and are there-
fore morally worthless? If you say thatyour
great lubberly boy is too big forthe nursery,
and that you have no other raom for him in
your house, how can you decline to allow
him to lodge with his elder brother over the
way, when the attempt to keep up an estab-
lishment for himself wouldseriously embarrass
him?” It is needless to observe that, atthe
the present day Canadians, with scarcely an
exception, would deny thatannexation to the
United States was the condition most favour-
able to our security ; and still more, thatit
was the condition most favourable to our

national development. Lord Elgin, though
not a party man, scems to have been a Peel-
ite in his exclusive addiction to the “three
courses.” In the case of Canada, which he
was considering, there were four—the nurs-
ery ; another room in the house ; a lodging
with our elder brethren, (as Lord Elgin is
pleased to call our distant and rather uncon-
genial cousins on the other side of the line) ;
and a house of our own. The last course
may not be desirable or feasible, but in an
exhaustive discussion of the case it was at
least as well worth considering as annexa-
tion. Howeverlittle we may be prepared
to change our present condition, professions
of hopeless and interminable feebleness are
not likely to strengthen our position in any
quarter, whether British or foreign.

‘The bonds formed by commercial protec-
tion, and the disposal of local offices being
severed, Lord Elgin thought it very desir-
able that the prerogative of the Crown, asthe
fountain of honour, should be used to bind
the Empire to the throne. But he held that
two principles should be observed in the
distribution of Imperial honours among col-
onists. First, they should appear to emanate
directly from the Crown, not {rom the local
executives ; and, secondly, be conferred as
much as possible on men no longer actively
engaged in political life. It may be doubted
whether the first principle could be observed
in the case of a Colony any more than in
that of the mother country, consistently with
constitutional government. As to the se-
cond, it has not been regarded at all.

What Lord Elgincalls “ the Canadian Tory
Rebellion of 1849™ being at an end, the
halcyon days of his administration began.
He made a progress, atterded only by one
aide-de-camp and a servaat, through the most
strongly British districts, and was cordially
received by all except « few Orangemen and
a few old members of the Family Compact.
His biographer, however, complains that his
enemies of the latter class were able, by their
social position, and their influence or opin-
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