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BROPISI AMERICAN LEAGUE.
The following is a copy of the Address to!
the people of Canada, adopted by the Con-
vention.
ADDRESS

Of the ¢ British American League' Lo ke in-
habditants of Canada—adopted 3ist July,
1842, in Geueral Convention at Kingston.

Ferrow COUNTRYMEN:

Evenls so momenlous as thote which have
given birth to this great Provincial Associstion,

Tie truo olements of your countey’s swealth—
ths nertain indices of her prospetity——can only bo
developed by tho adoption of measures which will
Gl her cities with the busy bum of industry—
take her steeama the outlets ol that wealth which
will Lo poured forth fram the loom and the foun~
dry, the tectming harvests of her soll, and the pro-
duce of her primeval forests.

For the avainment of these results it is essen-
tial that a Tarifl' carefully and considerately a-
dopted should be so proportioncd and Jevied as 10
aflord just and adequate proiection o every indus-
tria} class—tho agriculturist, ahe manufacturer,
the mechanic—30 as tabutld gp the prosperity of
the fariner and arilzan side by sido with the grow-
mg weahh of the manulgsturer~ 30 as t¢ creato

have been hitherto unparalleled in the history of
this colony.

From the carly settlement of the United Em-
pireloyslisisn this Province until a recent period,
1ts peoplo have evinced an attachment 1o the Par-
cnt State uasurpassed by that of any other colony
of ancient or madern times, During a long
period, chequered by adversity and prosperity, the
people of this colony have tn war rallicd around
\he flag of their forcfuthers, and in pesce have !
endeavored 1o cement the union with their fatker |
land by the strongest ties of amity and interest. |
11 return for this devotion Whe Br. i+h Govern-
ment has long oxtended 10 the colo:ics a com- .
mercial peeference in her markets.

The harmon' which 0 long cxisted—interrupt-
¢d by an abort.ve rebellion—was sgain restored
at its cluse, and the progress of the Coloay be-
camie almost uncxamylc«f under the fosiering in-
Qucuce of o twiso lmperial Legislation. By,
uahappily for Great Britain—an Empire whose
colonics are the satrocg arm af her power—she
has 1ccently opencd hor pocts to farcign nations
upon cqual terms with her colonies, thus virtuals
Yy excluding us from hier markets, by throwlug
us ino & ruinous competition with those to whoin
her poris are more immediately and cheaply ac-
cessible.  In her promulgation of free trade prin-
ciples, she has lost sight of the interests of her
co’;onics with the view of obtaining from all na-
tions reciprocal frec trade, and thereby isundat-
ing the warld with hier manufactures.

This new policy of the ecmpire has recently pro-
duced in Canada its inevitable results.  Unpro-
tected by an adequate tarifl we have continued to
consume 8 vast amount of British manufaciures,
whilst our produce, the principal source upon
which we rely for their payment, has sacely cn-
tered the English markets except at a sagrifics.
I'be result has been a monctary pressure, cxten-
sive bankruptey, and gencral distress.

Coincident with these disastrous circumnstances,
a storm arose in our political horizon, which has
threatcned and still threatens ¢ shake the foun-
dations of our social fabric. The legisiature, ru-
fed vy a faction (svhich, for the retention of placo
and power, has kindled afreshthe animosity of
rival caces,) has Jegalized the principle of rebel-
lion and hes prepared to increaec the public debt
&t a momert of great financral embarassment, by
a provision for the payment ofthe traitors of 1347
aud 1838,

These gricrances roused thoudandsfroma state
of torpor and inaction. Your Fellow subjects,
convinced that a crisis had asrived when it teho-
ved every inhabitant of Canada 10 exert himself for
the regeneration ofhis country, ané rescue it from
comunerciel and political thraldom, met, and by
combined action cstablished the **BRITISH
AMERrICAN LEAGUE.” This body cxtended its
ramifications throughcut cvery part of the Pro-
vince. It established a system of represeatation
by which delegates were to be sent to a general
courvention at Kingston. That convention
assetbled by the frec clection of the Leaguers,
according to its cstablished coustitution, alter
this exposition of its origin, now appeals to you
10 co-operate with the League 1athe great objects
st has in view for the welfare of our country.

|

ISHABITAKTS 0F CANADA:

You are nominally cnjoying the privileges of a
{ree constitution—you are in reahty chained down
by circumstances which wrest from you the cxer-
cise of these privileges.  You are told that you
are fostered by a liberal and prudent government
—in reality your efforts (ur the cencouragement of
tome industry have been checked in oo many
instances by husty an? inconsidecate legislation.

a Home Ma:zket for Homo Induatry, and corich
togother the consuwer and producer.  The pre-
sent tariff s uttetly inndequate to produce resuits
s0 manifestly cssential 14 the interests of our
country. Tt PREs®nT GOvERNMENT 18
PLEDGED TO FREE TRADK PRINCIPLES,

The public expenditure is conducted with areck-
fess dissegard of economy. ‘The excessive salarics
of public officers, now mcreased in number, toge-
ther with the Javish oxpenditure of the Leglslawre,
arc entirely disproportioned to the financiat resour-
ccs of a young and overburtheued country, and
unnecessary 10 the efficiency of the public seuvice,

The authorized publicattans of this conrention,
when laid before you, will disclose the facts on
which we (ound this assertjon.

The fostering vrotection of a good government,
to which you all have an inalienable right—sshich
should be the guardfan of the public peace, the
bulwark of socisl order—has been danngfy ex-
changed for the dominion of race and {action, in~
troduciug the clements of discord,

A law has been by the present mivistry o
monstrous in principle that it has exciled strong:
abhorrente and disgust in the minds of the Joyat
people of 1uis colony.  That measure, in its na-
ked deformity, has met with no approval. It has
been carried merely because the British members
of the government darcd not to oppose the deler-
mincd wilt of the French leader. By sanction-
ing that measure his Exccliency the Ean of Elgin
has brought the royal authority into contempl~
has disturbed public tranguility, anditis our
firm opinion that his continuance 1 his high posi-
tion cannot condude 1b public peace o prosperily.

A wsdtous atterapt made {;y the present min-
isters to increase the, French Canadian regresec-
tation n Pathament, by so arranging the electoral
Distncts of Lower Canade, as to distribute the
Britishinhatianis iu small numbers among over-
whelming bodies of the French, we regard with
the most profound apprehension, as caleulated to
perpetuate that civil discord which haos tended so
much 10 the ruin of this great Province.

A gross violation of constitutional usagss has
been perpetrated,. and a precedent songht to be
established which, if it be made a precedent, will
have forever destroyed the independence and
utility of the Legislaive Council. That body,
according to true constitutional law, has distinct
legislative functions. [t is not inteaded as the
mere registet of the decrees of the Legistasive
As.scml\ry. But the government now in pawwer,
inorder to carry a particular measurse, and i open
violation of Uns prioaiple, suddenly elevated to
that House a number vt peysons ofdoabifu} ment,
and previousty nnknown io public life, By our
constitutional law, her most gracious Majesty is
alone invested with the authority to make ap-
pomntments to the Legislative Council—a laav
which, if carried out, would effect a salutary
checlt over the unscrupulous use of power in the
colony—notwithstanding whick, her Mujesty’s
prineipai Secretary of State for the Cologles
transnutted to the Colonial government blaok
wiits of mandamus, thereby surcendering up into
improper hands his Soveresgn’s high prerogative.

‘ he present ministry have also attempled to
force upon the country a measuie by swhich
numbers of influcatial men would be deprived of
the elective franchise, white that same franchise
in Lower Canada was by law extended toe a par-
ticular class, 1o whom in the western province
the like privilege was deaied. -

INHABITANTZ OF GANADA.’

Fearlesslyasserting the truthot our statements,
and appealing 10 heaven for the justice of our
cauee, we lay before you these statements on

subjects which have engoged our atiention.  For
the most part new to> the discussion of public
affairs, and not invested with legistative powers,
this assembly can only dcliberate vpon such
things az seem to be for your welfare. The at-
tainment of tnat welfare must be confided to
the individual cuergies, exertions and enthusioam
of every man awrong you who would rather be-
hold his zountry flourish under paternal than
droop under the withering mnfluence of factirus
legislation.

Before recommending to 3 ou the great ques-
tions you should adopt as vour watchiwords, we
carnestly exhort youto shake off now and forev-
er that apathy and indifference which at several
momentous crises mjmbhc affairs bave perulyz-
ed your encrgies, aud which it wonld seem that
moments like these. when afl minds are unsettl-
ed, can alcne arouse to exertion. Perfect in
every part of the country a complete and perma-
nent organization.  Let every Branch Society
of this League become a deliberate boudy, so as
1o prepare 118 future delegates for the delibera~
tions of tlus Convention. Endeivor to soften
down political asperities and sectional aninyesi-
ties, and to unite all men for the welfare of this
our cummon country,

Three subjects amony those which have engag-

ed our deliberstions stand prowinently forth—
demanding your carnest attention.
_ By the first of these—a union of all the Brt-
ish American provinces—it has been proposeu
in this Convention to lay the foundations for
making this country a great nation upon a solid
and enduring basis,

Impressed with the weight of such a proposal
but yncertain as tc the sentiments of the sister
colonies, this Convention has proposed a confer-
‘ence ‘witlt {hOse provinces by a delegation of
some of its members ; meantime jt recommends
this great question to your malite deliberation.

‘The sccond. great movement in which we in-
vite your co-operation is that for retrenchment
and economy in the public axpenditure;

The third is that still moro great and violent
movement we are prepared to make in favor of
protection to home indostry. .

Inscribe these glurions: rallying cries upoa
your banners—glorious beczuse they will elevate
your country from failure to success, from 101 to
prosperity. They will unite with you all honest
men—alt men of _eason apd true patriotisi,
Keep them before you in your assemblivs—pro-
cure for them the assentand advocacy of your
neighbors. Support no man at the” hustings
who will not pledge himselt to wise and salu-
tary retrenchment~wbo will not agree to raise
his voice in favor of proteciion. So shall you
clevate this your country into a great nation of
{recmer, fostered by and in amity and connec~
tion with Great Btitain, preserving her time-
hallow_ed institutiocs, adopting her qld tsade
principles, under ‘which she bas flourished for
centuries and hes geoplo hate grown the richest
on the face of tbe globe—those great trade
principles which in the neighboring union have
uiso been adopted, and have established thut
mighty aud prosperpus natien, Forsake thess
principles, neglect this advice—-then pre-
pare to behoid youricourtry, " notwithistanding
the great advamages which God has given you,
—her boundless foresis, a source of exbausttess
wealth for ages, her noble lakes, ber splendid
rivers, the matural highways of a mighty na-
| ions commerce—nof{withstauding her innumer-
t able water powers, her extensive tracis of rca
arable land, her immense mineral resources, her
industrious and intelligent population-—prepara,
wesay, to behold your country reduced 10 a stare
of misery, degradation, discotd and poverty.

To endeavour to avert such calamities {8 1he
duty of every freeman—of every lover of bis

!

countsy ¢ and it shoald also be- his highest
privilege. Rouse yourselves, then, o’ aclios ;

organize—agitate these questions—and tezese .
your country from preseat and impending evils.

, G. Morrar,
* Chatroiua.

,-Wm. Gonpor Mack,
V/. Broox,

Joint Secretaries,
-Kingston, 31st July, 1849.




