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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

of much force and point, and conciuded by saying thul we must
have a Maine Law—we demand it asa right, and we will ave it

The resolutions were unanimously adopted.

A Committee of Ladics waited on the Legintature with a pebi-
tion for the Maine Luw, sigued by 28,000 of thie women of the
empire Nlate,

At the afternoon scesion, severul ladies spoke very cleqaeutly,
and asserted their right to <o 5o in the presentinstance, and under
their present cwrcumstunces. ‘I'he evening session Wils addreesed
by Mrs. Albro, of Rochester, who concluded by urging all to assist
them in carrying forward the ‘banner, on whicit was inscribed,
** No compromige with Rum.”

At anuther meeting held at the Asscinbly Chamber, an address,
written by Mrs. E. C. Stanton, was read by Mies Susan B.
Anthony, It will be found worthy an atteulive perusal, even
though, in some particulars, it wili have dissenters, We give the
document in full, vmitling only une short paragraph not materia
to the main argument :—

To the Honorable the Legislature of the State of New York.

This is, I belicve, the first time in the history of our State, that
Woman has come before this Honorable Body to state the legal
disabilitics under which, as women, we have thus far lived and
labored. Though our gricvances are many, and our causes of
complaint, il set forth, would be numerous; yct, in behalf of the
women of this State, I appeal to you at this time, for the redress
of those only growing out of the legalized traffic in ardent spirits.
We come not now to tell you of orphan’s tcars, widow's groans,
and the blasted hopes of wretched wivesand mothers.  We come
not with statistics (o provo to you the enormity of this traffie, its
pecuniary loss to state, family and individual.” Nor the amount
of crime and misery it brings with it. No! occans of cloquence
have already been poured out, and volumes of statistics written on
this question.  You all know the wretchedncss and poverty pro-
duced by this traffic ; therefore we come not to reiterate what has
been said a thousand times before, but we come to propuse lo you
to do for us one of two things, either so remodel your State Con-
stitution that woman may vote on this great political and social
question, and thus relieve herself of the terrible injustice that now
oppresases her, or, be in fact what, as men, you now claim to be,
her faithful representatives, her legal prolectors, her chivalrous
knights.

If you wisely choose the first proposition, and thus relieve your~
selves of the burden of all special legislation for one million and a
half of disenfrunchised subjects, giving us equal rights, as citizens,
with all * white male citizens,” then we have nothing to ask. —
Our course, under such circumstances, would be clear and sim-
ple. We should not long stand gaping into the hcavens as our
’I’emperqnce saints now do, voting rum into high places and then
praying it to walk out. But if you still hug the delusion, that you
can legislate for us far better than we could for ourselves, and
still insist on looking after our best interests, and protectiug us in
our sacred rights, ut least permit us, from time to time, to tell you
of our wants and needs. For, is it not fair to infer that, in the
progress of the race, as man is continually demanding for himself
more crlarged liberty, that, as his wholc being developes, he re.
quires new modes of action, and new laws to govern him, that
woman tov, following in the wake of her liege lord, may in the
qoul:’ae of human events require some new privileges and immuni-
ties

.h'- Then, as our * fajthful represenlatives,” we ask you to
give us the Maine Law, which has been so glorious in its results
in those States where it has been fairly tried. Now that we see
a door of escape open from the long line of culamities that intem-
perance has bruught upon the head of woman, we would fain en.
ter in and be at peace. We have long and patiently waited for
you to take some effective action on this abominable traffic, and
now feeling that the time has fully come, we pray you to act
promptly and wisely. Let the work of to.day tell on” all coming
generations,—that each one composing this avgust body may be
enshrined, with a grateful remembrance, in the hearts of thou.
sands, and thus form a more glorious era on the pages of future
history than even the revolution of 1776, But if you are not pre.
pared to give us the Maine Law, and thus suppress this traffic al-
together, then, as you love juptice, remove from it all protection.

,_7-—‘/
. e e+ 2 hed

Do not legalize it in any way. Let the (rade be f{ree, B“‘i] )
let all contracts in which rum is involved be null and VO™ ot

an eannot coie into court with his gambiing debts, neit o
hun with his ram debts 3 for what better is ramselling ha? gwilh
bling, or the rumseller than the gamester 7 Then, do a‘”"{I. fof
all license luws. and take no cognizance of ti: monster 8V ° i
what a governmeat licenscs, it does not conaemn. f.“’“l'o 1he
traffic is cither right or wrenz, I night, let it be subject (hos?
same lawa as a!! otis ¢ arucles of commerze ; if wrong, It efth
who carry it on be trcated as eriminals by the GO"“"crime
throwing cu them the responsibility of all the pauperism and
they dircetly or indirectly produce. -
The preserg position of our Government on this subject ‘s;:,,-
discourag'ng to the friends of temperance, and shows a Jam pl
ble want of high moral tone in those who n-ke our laws, o or by
who make our Jaw-makers. ‘I'o make provisions as to how tait
whom this traffic shall be carried on, is to recognize, in 8 et fol
class of men, the right to take the lives and property of 1‘6“(0@
lows. Upon what principle do our rumscllers and distiller® ~q,
themselves into a great monopoly in our midst, to work 8 aut®
ner of evil, to sow death and destruction on all sides? ‘Beco all-
thcy arc a majority must we, i virluous inorily, submit tluml
Kinds of imposition 7 Shall an apothezary be required 10 = 4
bis poisons, while the stamp of the Empire Statc shall recom™ .
those of the umscller ?  Shall one pig in a respectable Ety’igh.
cause, forsooth, he is an offence to sowe lordly nose in the ne!
borhood, be removed by law as a nnisance, while these pest!
distillers are allowed to remain in our midst, infecting the @ ‘r/
phere for miles around with their loathsome, disgusting ”d(ihe‘a
stench in the nostrils of whole communitics t  Verily are other
distillers and rumsellers special pets of this government, umll i
class of men could make themselves so disgusting to a com® Ty
ty without being voted a nuisance at onee, and dispose
such. Now, we ack you as our representatives, to divorc®
selves wholly from this abuminalile traffic. It you have ""i
strength to cut off the head of the giant, and kill him Uu"gih
then turn your bucks upon him and rcfuse to shake hand$
him in the market place
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2d. As our legal protectors, we ask you to releasc us ffO'"o“h|y
ation. Under the present system, the drunkard’s wife 18 e
taxed.  As she has no right to what she has helped to eﬁf"’e ve
rumseller can take all she has for her husband's debly, an %
her to-day, hooseless, homeless and penniless, 1, then, 38 “0 ¢
dow, she have the energy to carn for herselt and children R 8-
of her own, then comes the State, and taxes her to support 15t
ons, jails and poor.houses. Thus do you permit the rums?"c"t the
to strip her of her legal protector, and then tax her to suppo’ St
pauperism and crime produced by this traffic.  Verily, ** ""c »
government can be formed but by the consent of the gover® ont
If you, gentlemen, were all afflicted with drunkards fof ’;v
wives, your substance, your daily wages could nut he swept 8 he
by the rapacity of the rumseller.  You have in your hatt nad
means of self-protection. Not so with us. The luw gives 10 e
the right to all hc can get, and to what we can get 100 . Ly
new properly law prote :ts what we inberit, but not what WCI%,
ly earn, hence you see huw hopeless is the condution ¢ “yf
drankard’s wife.  Look but sne moment at her legal position: oW
she have inherited nothing, she owns wvothing, no mattet i
intelligent, virtuons and industrious she may be; and if the) -
property be wholly of her own earning, by your laws, 1! e
husband’s, be his character what 1t may, whether a
drunkard, or a sot. Il she go aut to work by the day, ® P
no right to her wagts, and if given to her, by your laws, the m
band may colleet them again of her employers. 'T'hen he ohil-
abandon her for years,—muking no provision for her or hief am-
dren.  Aud, if he retwn and find them in comfortable c"can
stances—hy your laws, he may wmake that home dcsqlﬂ“’;mw
spend their scacty earnings in riotous living. I the wife F can
to receive the vagrant s herlicge lord, then, by your laws, .
tob her of her children—and, no matter how 1y rannicah g still
some, and ulterly disgusting he may be, by your laws, he! ives
her husband.  And if found guilty of the only crime whtchE "
just cause of divoree, of which your laws take cognizanct ader
must, even then, pay some thirty dollars, or more, to put 85“0,,]’
what some Pricst bound together—for Gud hath joined thore o7
who are one n epirit and united by love.  Now, I ask Y%‘L'for
men, are those laws just?  Are they such as you would H L b
yourselves 7 The first object of Government is to prote®




