ON THE CONSTITUTIUN OF CHuRcnes,

the pastoral rclation, should be taken
advantage of, although in some casecs
it may be premature.

We are however in a situation for
coming up to the general question un-
fattered by this specialty, because it is
believed that all will feel constrained,
by the necessity of the case, to admit
the general right of Voting in the elec-
tion of & Minister, in such a situation of
thiogs as this, The Presbytery of
Bathurst, who have as a Presbytery
sent in their opinion in favour of confin-
ing the right of clection to the mem-
bery of the church, say, *In the case
of new congregations, a call, signed by
a majority of subscribers for the Minis-
ter’s support, to be laid before the Pres-
bytery is sufficient.”

The time seems:to have arrived for
fixing the general principles connected
with th¢ constitution of churches, be-
cause it were obviously unwise, nay,
guilty, to allow any thing fundamental-
ly wrong or subversive of scriptural
principles to grow up asa precedent in
the church.

Taking up then this question of the
‘election of the Minister, free from all
specialties, let us try to get at its prin-
ciples,

It must be grauted by all that in eve-
ry human society whatever, (whether
one of these formed by the hand of na-
ture, such as the family relation, or any
of these many associations continually
formed for certain definite objects and
purposes,) itis the practice, for self-cv-
ident reasons, to manage its own inter-
nal affairs, to devolve all powers of act-
ing, in relation to the society, upon-its
own members, and to appoint all its
ownofficers. It will be granted that the
church is a society—~that it must have
oficers to manage its atlairs—that the
choice of its Minister, who may be said
to be its chief officer, is of the greatest

201

consequence, and that it is a matter that
belongs to the internal and spiritual
part of the church, and requires spirit-
ual qualifications rightly to discharge
the duty. It will hardly be denied thut
the church has a sct of persons belong-
ing to it, who are rightly called mem-
bers of ity and that if so, as in cvery
other society, its own members ought
to manage its own affuirs. They whe
are for giving an mdiscriminate right to
all classes who may in any way be con-
nected with a particular congrogation,
toact in this very important matter,
must therefore, it is presumed, go upon
the idea that all they admit to the night
are substantielly to be considered as
forming a part of this society called the
church.

This idea, naturally cnough perhaps,
arises from the various senses in which
the word church is used and under-
steod. This we shall afterwards con-
sider—but in the mean time it may be re-
marked that theidea may also arise from
this peculiarity in the nature of the true
church of Christ, that while it is of all
societiesinthe world themost exclusivc,
its constant businessis to beever throw-
ing wide open its doors to all the world,
tosound this invitation, *come with us
and we will do thee good.” Its sepa-
rate and distinctive character however
may be read in the very first opening of
the way, in which thisis to be done,—
% come out from among them, and be
ye s¢parate, saith the Lord, and touch
not the unclean thing, and I will reccive
you, and be a Father unto you, and yc .«
shall be my sons and daughters, saith
the Lord Almighty.” -

Itis very true that love is the inscrip~
tion written on all the church’s ban-
ners. Butstill the question recurs, are
all thet come witlin the walls of a
church, or at least, all who have certain
pecuniary interests connected with the



