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DucEKai 1. Ai). 28. ML&rr. XIII. 31-33, 44-52.
Golden Text, Matt. 13: 49.

SHERE are no lesa than five distinct par-
ables in this lesson. Two of these, the

"grain of n3ustard eed," and the CCleaven,"
were told to the multitude as Jesuis sat ini the
boat v. 34, the other three, atong with the ex-
plaaton of the " tares," were told to the dis-
cPle only, when having sent tihe crowdu

away, Jesus went into a house with the
telve, v. 36. V. 31. The .Kirtgdom of Heczven1

-the churcir of Christ and his rule in the
judfividual beart The beginninge are emali,
mas grain of mustard seed, the least of al
nseds, v. 32. Who could have thought then,
that the religion preached by Jeas and a few
Galilean fiebermen, wçould, ore long, over-
tbrow paganism, and spread o-ver ail the
world, au we now see it bas ? Zech. 4.:10. V.
32. becomneth a tree-the Lord's planting be-
cernes a tree of rightelouBness, la. 61: 3. V. 33.

l.vnteaction of the Gospel, in the world,
or ini the heart of man, like that of leaven or
yeat in the dougir, is secret but steady and
continuons. Sinners are typified bero by the
Cimeal," and presehers of the Gospel by the
woman. V. 44. treaiture hid-the-richea of the
Gospel ame bldden from unbeievere, 2 Cor, 4:
3. hée hidth-in hie heart, Po. 119: 11, as one
hidetir bis most preclous possessions. Selleth«
aZl--gives up ail for Christ, Liake 14: 33, Phil.
3:8. . V. 45. A merchantmaa zeeking-some-
tirnes Christ je found of tbein who aought
Hlm not, Is. 65: 1, Acta 9:-3, but more usually
it is those, who seek that find, Luke Il: 9.
&eekiig is the Gafe way te find. Goodlypearls
-thinga tlhat meen value highly as means of
happinees, honours, wealth, science, &c. V. 46.
Orw~pecLrl of greatpric--Christhe only source
of eternal happiness. Sold ail-gave up ali
for Christ. Bought it-without money and
without price, le. 55: 1. V. 47. KTingdom of
ffeaven-the preaching of' the Gospel is like
dragging a net through the sea of the world.
Preachers cf the Gospel are called, ]isabers of
mnen, Matt. 4:19. Gathers of cvery kind-good
=ieu and hypocrites fro<n the -visible churcb.
Ministers cannot always judge of the sincerity
of those who profées love for Christ, v. 26. V .
49. Aitihe end of the urlcl-at. the aset jndg-
muent, Mdatt. 25: -32. V. 50. .l.hrxace Of rî-
the 1iufferings of bell, Matt. 25.-41. .ý 52.
.MMer .Scibc--ev-ary teacher well acquainted
with Gospel trutir. -A househtolder'-one who
bas provided beforohand for possible carergen-
des. sucb as want, sickness or accidents, a
gooci bous&.keeper. His tTeasure-Eis storez.
27hiînîg newo and cil-tire mimd of thre teachez
Should be well atored 'witb Bible tute to be
nsed as occasion demande.. aitbletudy
of the Gospel i blensing to otbers u wela
te ourselves.

etrd andf goba the g!ptzt.
J,&iquanr 1. &.D. 28. M&Tr. xiv. 1-12.

Golden Text, Matt. 14: 12.

<E['EN Harod thre Great, the elayer of thea
4children of Bethlehem died, he left

bis kingdom to bis threb sons, of whozn
Hlerod Antipae, who k.ýlIed John, was one. He,
reigned over Perea and Galilee. He waa tire
bad son cf a wicked father, cruel, dissolute
aud treacherous. V. 1. 7ýtrarch - literally
thes ruler of a fourtir of the country, but that
title was then given to those who ruled over
a tirird, or aven a baif cf it. Tite fame of
Christ-tire report of Bis ivonderful miracles.
V. 2. John the Baptist-,whom he had put te
death, Mark 6:14, 15. Mîghty works- John
-worked ne miracles, John 10:-.41, but if ir&
had risen from tire dead, Hierod suppod hlm
to possess greater power. V. 3. Laid hold on
John - arre8ted and imprisoned hlm, Mark
6: 17--20, Luke 3:19-20. Herodiao-a gran-daughter cf Herod thre Great, wife cf lerod
Philip, brother cf IJerod Antips who bad put
away bis own wife and pereuaded Herodias to
leave ber husband to live with him. V. 4.
Not lau'fui-Mýark tire courage cf John, comp.6
with Nathan, 2 Samn. 12: 7, and Elijah, 1
Rings 18:18, 21: 20. Berod had committed à
double breach cf God'a Iaw, Exod. 20:-14,
Levit 18:-16,. commanda binding on kIng a
mucir au on com.mon people. V. 5., .led
the multitude-but net God, as ire wh'qhed to
add murder to bis other mine. V. 6. Thze
daughter of Herodat--by Philip. JeSepirus ays
ber name 'was Salome. Danced before them-
esteru cuistome forbade ti, it ebowed p!eat
want ofniodesty. Sire was probably as wicked
as ber mother. V. 7. Wilh an oath-rash and
foolisir promise, sucb as a ba]f-drunikcz, man
would make. V. S. Inetructcd-comp. Mark 6:24.
A charger--a large disir. V. 9. The .King un*
sory-be feared John, knowing hîm ta be a
just man and boly,iMark (:20. Be often bsd
folowed bis advice. Elolineas compels the re-
spect even ofwicked men. J obn7asdeath might
cause a rlaing cf thepeople, who revered bina
as a prophet, v. 5. ii conscience proteated
Pgaint this murder. For the oathi's sake--the
law cf God fcrbidding murder, ia abo-vt s.ny
fooisi catir a man inight take. Ne vow in
binding, whichir l a transgression cf God's
Law. Timwhich8atatme.t-hisaguest. He
feared tirey miglit laugirat hlm. M.any people
do evil for fear cf being ridiculed by wicked
companions. V. 10. Hc bheaded John-tbe
pntson must ba-ve been near the palace. V. Il.
IS.rought it te her mother--tb*t she might gloat
over lber revenge. V. 12. Came an.d £old Jsua-
to warL hlm cf possible danger, fee Luko 15:
:32, and to be comforte by l4irn Christilan&
should oaut all tireir cares upon Jeans, 1 Pet.
5: 7. If a pastar la r.moved, cbriaisam ahoulâ
net forsake tiroir chureb, xor grew caroisis
cf raligii.
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