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that, that my son, Lord Lorne, befors whom the
circumstances came last year, hastried to import
into England something of the system adopted
by the Free Church—and which is now bein
adopted by us in this scheme-of a great centra
fund reised by the members of the Church to
agsiet the incomes of the paorer clergy; and
am sure we all wish him success in that eaters
prise. (Cheers.)

¢ The weak point of voluntaryism,” the
Duke said, «“ is that it does naot pravidefor
the poor of the thinly scattered districts.
It provides for the rich. It necessarily
does 50 to the neglect of the outlying dis-
tricts.” He then went on to show how
admirably this Endowinent Scheme of the
Church was adapted to supply the defect,
and how successful the admiuistration of
the fund had been, that the voluntary sub-
scriptions in support of it amount to no less
than £571,000, so that no one has a right
to say that the Church of Scotland is a
dead or a negative Church.

1t is full of vitality ; it seems to be suited {o
the feelings and opinions of the people, and itis
doing the best of all work by ing permanent
provisiop for the public services of religion in
the neglected and thinly-peopled districts of the
country.

There is one circumstance connected with Es-
tablished Churches to which, perhaps, I may for
# moment allude. There is at the pregent mo-
ment & feeling of reaction in favour of Estab-~
lighed Churches, arising from s pecalisr cause
among & certain section of the community, and
a certrin section of politicians. They feel that
Established Churches are more liberal in their
theology than the non-established Churches. On
that ground alone there are & very large num.
ber of persons, and & very powerful section of
politicians, who are disposed at this moment to
give them special nd exceptional support. For
my part, I cannot help gravely doubting how
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; different to dogmatical truth, and that it holds

within its pale professed members who are
shaky upon the great tenets of Christianity—I
cannot believe that in that event the support of
s small gection, probably, of intellectual and
hesitating minds will be 8 permanent support
for that Church.

The Rev. Dr. Smith of North Leith, the
convener of the Endowment Scheme, fol-
lowed up the remarks of the noble Chair-
man with an eloquent and telling speech,
shewing how 181 parishes had Ly means
of this fund been raised into the position
of endowed parishes, citing an instance in
the Presbytery of Dumbarton, presided
over by one whon he ventured to call one
of the best pastors of the Cburch of Scot-
land, and making honourable mention of
the munificent subscription of £10,000
from Mr. James Baird We can only
"make room for these concluding ser tences
which, however, may ensble our readers to
apprebend in some measure the spirit of
the whole address.

The Endowment Scheme hies very cloasely at
the root of the stability and success of the
Church of Scotland; and every lover of his
country will feel himself bound to maintain the
Church of Scotiand in these days, and agree
with what his Grace the Duke of Argyle has ad-
vanced in regard to the gosiﬁon of the Church.
I think that spything that would tend in any
degree to the destruction, or even the enfecbic-
ment or degradation of the Church of Scotland
at the gresent day would be a great national
»evil, and believe that the very first result—and
it would be & lamentable result-of any sach oc-
currence would be the rise of a system of spiri-
tunl tyranny in the counatry that would have the
mest disastrous consequences, and alongside of
that spiritual {yranny there would be s neglect

of the poor of the people. Their interests would

far thisis likely to be a permanept source of , be sacrificed, their welfare would be neglectcck

support in favour of REstablished Churches.
Although the Chorch of England, for exam gle
has always included, and was always intenc ed
1o iuclude, & large latitude of religious opinion,
aud though I think it is better that it shounld do
80, I gravely doubt whether the extent of that
latitude is not becoming in many minds rather
excessive, Ifit should ever come into the minds
of the great msjonty of the people of this coun-
try that the Church of En% and is no longer to
uphold the Reformation and the ductrines of the
Reformation, and if her clergy are to seck back
the whole bor(:g of theology of the Roman
Catholic Church, except, perhaps, the mere
supremacy of the Pope, then I cannot feel xny
doubt whatever that the days of the Church ag
an  Bstablished Chorch wili be numbered.
{Cheers.) So, on the other haund, if the time

should over cowe when of the Established,
Charch of Scotland it should besaid that itis in-

and bye-and-bye, and at nofar distant day,woul

come in & flood of Popery that counid not last
long in these days of cnlightenment, and with
all our grand memories to come back with a
rush to dispossessit; butl fearmuchit would be
dispossessed in its turn, not by religion pure and
undefiled, but by rank infdelity. (Cheers)
Therefore <0 prevent and stand in the way of
those unbappy and disastrous results, I plead
with you for support to the old Church of Scot-
land, and as the best meang at the present time
of supporting her to carry out this grand endow-
ment scheme.  As you would see old Scotland
pure &nd free, you should combine for themain-
tenance of Christian truth; snd for the ad-
vancem:nt of sound Protestantism,] would plead
with you for the suppori of the Ghurch and of
the Endowment Scheme; so that the good old

tree planted lon watcred by the
blood of martyrs,gng:'ch h:goi;omc the bh);t of



