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ii il) full posýesýzi-in of uliesc' per-fectt.,tns ; anid ive i:-riè i w) noess
;iitliorýity ffi i buat oif 1lato, th.î Z.tlili i, 1i lme the dJit i of' 'Iha.
nyr.îsatid OrpIwuý. siÙ poýsed ta .v hi-ed 1oilr IIfý0 liuiter. %w;îi

singlari !e~iiî. Ei,ri Cie (G iee! %%i.; <lerived the Latin oi*-
thugraphy, an.1 *li nro thal oC ail ivi!Steln iîrp. ; awog %% hidi
,île Eiigýilsb, IîCIin the inestirCii~ a,îjd iiiiCt~L ipjýrUucIie,
î1<.irer inid ~~re < t Ile )!it.

After Ill hr týiwtrA ~;I. of Ilic Grierk Illiise.te pCrfieC
tiOn whi<'h iitz l>o[.i:rll att.aînef. :îtt au e ru a: 1> bcoudai i uîor'i-

aIlSI except whaiit theic popi.ry itsrlýf lla- il~r c , erovies ail oliject
of high Ilo< . I is iII vai., A v, to enireiii for the ortgin
Of that versc wii. tlioughI i iceais no lotwer xi t for learinr t

express its proper Iinrlnoiiy. .til, hwd . 2 rai lu<si ilagîe.d, p.1ases
iinIlvcrsaill3. 13-A1 it %w:is Ilhe i6ýurùriicc* &! Ijtters th;,t ga¶ce poetry
its coniseque:îce ini the car!y ages. 'l'O ;is-iist Inem1ory %va- piileraas
Ille oigînat plîrpose for wvhich vorse was itnvelited. t~ut t1iii is
<Ioillibtei by saile, and partictil.r)y by Lord h.ani*', ivio takes occa-

?.ion tb rcmark, that to iîînderta.ke2 tue. paitilusil ta-1; of comj)osiflg in
v-erize, nierely for Ille sake of nmcmjor, ivotilà ireqihîre xiiorc- fore-
sIgt JI tan everw~as exerted 4~ a :b.inznot to triesîtion tià*t other
itic;;is'ierc used for preserving ffie nieiiory of rmr'.ecvelsst:

a1 Ieap of stones, zi pill.sr, or ctlier ob)eci that catches the e:ye-.-
''le accouint giveln hy 10lan;ns i-ý more ingeniious,. Ihi a fragîneuit

of Ili. treatise on vt'rse, the offly part that remains. lie obscr-V ýS.
Ithat ie;usure of virse beloîigs Io pafetry. because poetry repre .

Fents lte varion~s passions %vithî- their 1uu.guage ; for 14hich rensoil the
ncetin their ordinary di'-course, delhvered tlîcir tiioughîts iii

verse rather than in pi-ose." l'biît- be this as il ray, it is certainî, that
the wssis1gance whichi it gave to the memory was origIiai)y the inost
important uses of poctry. AtU thîs dlay, lyhat school boy wvould flot
prefer to pirfý,oruii a vir-k ivich depends princip:dly on ineinory, in
poetry rallier thian in prose '? For these caus,.es, poetry bas in ai
counîs'Ies precedced regul;îr prosé composition. Lnws ivere, amiong
the early G recks, alivays protuîulgated ini verse, and1 often publicly
Sune prartice hihrm;wiii sonie places, long after letters
%vere becoine con;nton. îMor.i1ity %vas taught, lîistoiy wàs delivered
'n verse I awvgivers, philosopiiers, historians, '111 %Vho w'oîild app1y
their senius ni- cxperie;îce tri the instruction or amusement of others,
%were iiccessarily j>ovis. Il Thie character of a poet was therefore
a character of dfignity : nn opinion even of acrdesbecame at-
tazhect to it :a poctictîl geniuis was esteemed an effect of divine in-
~.piratlon, and a mark of divine favour :anîd the poet who morenver

c.arriced with Iiini instruction aud entertainmient nio way tu be obtained
wviîhout liiii, n-as a privileged i ersan, enjoyiîîg by a kind of pre-

siplion, te rights of universa l iosp)itality."
But wlicn subjects of writingr nitiltiplied, iiid he-,amen more andi

more involveci ; whlien people bc,.nn te reasçon, to teach, nx to
ha;ranigue ; tlwy were oblige.d to descend to common prose :for to
-ontmei a writer or speaker to verse in handling suhjects of that na-
'are woul be a hurden instipport.,ble. Thec prose compolsitions of'

c,


