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you iay 4iown, ý'our firat stako, evOfl if it in
only "ina fun,' you are actually gamblirag.
Remienîber that there in alwaya a firast
inach at the top of every precipico. Stop
bfufre you begini

I do net make the abaurd affirmation
that every one who under any circumn-
stances play& a gaine at carda in a gaînier,
any more thlan ever every one whu drinks
a glass of wiue is a toper. But it io equal-
iy true that hoe who neyer touches ait in-
to)xicant, caranot posaibiy become a drunk-
ard, and hoe who nover piays a gaine of
hazard, cannot possibly becunie a ganie-
ater. My own personal practice at board-
ing-school and college was one of entire
abstinence fa-cm carde as well as frotti
wmne-cups. I have never witraesaed a play
ina a thcatre, or seen a bioa-se-race, nor do
1 considor tiaat I have loat anything by
keeping ail such coals of fire eut of rray
garînents. Ail gauîes of-chance have a
dangerous fascination. \rch deacora Far-
a-ar bas truly said -There is a gamblirag
elenient in hunian nature." It iiîust ho
guarded againat juat as carefully as any
slensual appetite. With the excitemerat
of a gaaneuf hazard cornes the stroug tenap-
lation te risk a stake on the gaine; aýs soora
as the fia-at stake is laid dowra, conscience
go.es with it, and-the Devil wins the gaine.
k;o sta-ong iis the fascination of this aur-
coi-v. that ira- the public "Coîîi'ersazione-
halle" 'if I3den-Badeîa, I have seen well-
dressed ladies wàtcli the roulette-table
until they -becameé se bewitched with the
play that they would f urtiveiy tons a gold
Napoleon over on the table froro bebind
the ça-owd. The "1gaitibling elemenit" ira
thera had taken fia-e. No amall ainount
of botting is-iiidulged ira by ladies at the
Saratoga races. J ust bere lieat the peril
with you, iiiy faiend. The oxciternent of
ganies cf hazard sets you iii a flaîne; thon
co'îras4 a l aur taJko; then a large-. If
y ou wiii, you. play te wifl mocae, anid if you
loso, you.play on to make up youa- Ipseii.
Bef0re you know it, the bot ceals you

to ok into youa- beoin have set you on tire,
and bua-nod your conscience te a crisp.

But it is not only froua card-tables and
faro- banks that miachief is to ho appre-
hendod. Ms4ny are tom pted te take "la
sanail risk" ina i<niig-stocks or other vola-
tile stocka that ane piaying up and dowu
ina the market. I have known a hall doz-
en more lads te "pool" their carnarags or
t heir pocket-money in aventure or a share
or twu of stock. Thia rage for dabbling

ina stocks turne hundreda of respectable
people-nrot only boys, but gray.haired
inen-into actual ganihîcra, aithougb tbey
w0uld bo shocked if the ugly namne were
applied te thom. The are flot ebocked
nt the thixag itacîf. orcourse, thero iis as
logitimate business traneqcted in the pur-
chase and sale of et,,d.<s, boaide, and pub-
lic securitios, as there is ira the pua-chaso
and sale of brcac - tui or rcal t a ate. Yet
there are aecklcsa gaiaîbling epuratioras ira
ail cf thean. The stock-gamblor is a mari
who buys what ho does not puy for, anad
sella what ho does not delîver. The per-
son who ought te be attending te his owra
business, sud yet ventures cea-tain aurnts
in stock speculatioas. a-uns a fearful i isk
of financial ruira. The sad obituaa-y of
inore thara io recent dofaulter and pua-
boiner of truat-funda naight be u ritten ira
a simple lino 6"coraîînîtted moral suicide ini

The dangers te young men are inecacas-
ing frein sevea-al causes. lst. There is a
growing passion for getting rich suddeaaly
aradeasily. Tie lure taf allgan'aing,mb~etli-
or it bo with dico cr with cards, ina lotter-
îes or ira pocal-î-omo, on the race- course ori
ira the stock-iaîarket, the specicaus lure is

toge 8iTct.lafo uth~a."Why should
I t0il liard te eara a dollar when I cu
possibly vin an hundred by the tuma of a
card, or the speed of a houme, or a sharl)
operatimr in stockswi" Se rouions covet-
ousamese, sud tliruàta lia band iiatc lot
coals tu sraatch the dollars. 2d. The gari.-
bling elefiaent 1sirasîuuatiag it8eif moîure
aud more into&ihe trade of our land; the
immense sudden gains or loases by *'cor-
ners," "poolsj," etc., are aiarming evideta-
ces (,f tîmis fact. -* <)ld-fauhioned slow amad
sure methoda of business are aneered at;
ho is accounted the sinai test man wlhu' by
a sba-owd -"operationý," wins ina a raxcnth
what solid sensible mnir ustd to tarnt ira a
life-tianie. 3rd. The rapid increase (if a
luxurlous aud self-indulgent style o~f liv-
ing, fana this fiame of reckless venature.
Living by lita- rs adistruat of Providence
and a taauperîn4 with the dcvii. A life
ordered by tGcd s laws, in nover a gaine of
chancç.

This whole topie in oue for pulpits to
discuas and for Christians to thirak about.
Not merely in raffing at church-fa7irs au
outrage againat civil law thàt ought te bo
scourgod eut of the aanctuary, but (led's.
people should beware how they taruper
with ail aud. every seductive donic. fur


