1238

AHE COMMIEBIRCIAL

[

than at the Toronto one, judging from the
nowspaper reports of the latter event, As for
the practical aspect of the question, the address
was not as {ull as might have been expected,
and we fear that the impression left woald be
vather o~ sided. Howevaor, it will tend to stir
up thougit upon the question, That Col. Vin.
cent is ovidently a belisver in the subtle doc.
trinea of protection, even aside from his adso-
cacy of the protective dootriues of preforeatial
trade within the empire, may Le underatood
from his uncalled for sncer at the Cobden Club,
in his Toronto addross.

Many m3n who believe in th: principles of
free trade in a genural sense, can be caught
with argument to the effect that resort to pro-
tection is nececsary to counteract thoe hostile in-
flueuces of foreign tariff«, They look upon
protection as au ovil which they are forced to
adopt, in order to fight other nations with their
own woapons. Col. Vincent starts out on
these lines by picturing the injury done to
British and Canadian commercial intecests
through the hostile tariff of the United States.
He thenasks: Shall we acknowledge defeat
and sue for mercy from Washington? This of
course he answers in tho negative by proposing
what is virtually a peculiar protective policy
for the empire. The different self-goveralng
divisions of the empire are to have control of
their own tariff offairs, but are to allow imports
from other divisivns of the empire at a preferen-
tial rats. Thus there would be a column in
the tariff lists for imports from other divisions
of the empire, and another column for the
tatiff upon imports from foreign countries.

Col.Vincent compares Canada's trade with the
Empire, with our trade with the Uaited States,
and he makes some pectinent remacks to the
effect that the United States is our competitor
in trade. Products which we produce in Can-
ada for export, such as grin, butter, cheese,
live stock, meats, etc., are also produced in
surplus quantities in the republic. Our aim,
he endeavors to show, should be to encourage
trade with Great Britain, where these products
are wanted, and not to seek an alliance with
the United States, where they are not wanted.
He refera to the advantage Canadsa has over the
United States in the export of cattle to Great
Britain,and shows whatan encouragement it has
been to our ecport cattlo trade. If the home
government were to place a tax ot 25 to 50
cents per quarter (eight bushels) upon wheat
coming from foreign countries, and admit Can-
adian and wheat produced in other colonies and
depeudencies free, our {armers, he says, would
hold the king of trumps. Certainly this would
ba a very pleasant thing for Canadian farmers,
but where, we ask, would the British bread-
eater be under such an arraugement? All the
surplus wheat produced within the empire
would not supply more thao one-third of the
home demand, aud the balance would have to
be bought from the foreigners, duty and all.
We have not the same faith which Col. Vincent
expresses, in Canada’s ability, within the brief
perviod mentioned, to supply the United King-
dom with bread. It would be many yeais be.
forc this could be done. In the mesntime, are
we to believe that the British workman would
cousent to u tax upoa bread? Col. Vincent
tells us they can be persuaded to do so, but the

proof of the pudding is in the eating, and we
will be wise to await developments before ac-
cepting this belief. Though we are not saying
anything new, we would in this connection re-
peat the opinion expressed i tho eastern press,
that the British people at home should first
give evidence of their willingness to adopt the
policy of the Trade League, Then the agita-
tion of tho question in the colonics would look
like something more usecfvl than a waste of
time. ’

Loaving out of consideration for the meau-
time, the attitude of the B-itish poople at
home, we sce nothing particalarly harmfal to
Manitoba, or indeed to Canada, in the question
as explained by Col, Vincent. We would
maintain control of our tariff, whereas in com-
mercial union with the United States, our
taviff would be rogulated from Washiagton.
Agaib, the adoption of a policy of preferential
trade within the empire, would necessitato a ve-
duction of our present tariff,whureas a commer-
cial union compast with the republic, wonld
necemitate a general increase in our tariff, o
correspond with that of the United States.
Free Traders would therefore naturatly decide
at once in favor of prefercotial trade with the
empire, as against commercial uaion or uore-
stricted reciprocity with the republic, If
Great Britaiu were to place a tariff upon certuin
products from foreign countries, in order to
give the colonies a preferential advantage in her
markots, by the admission of the same products
from the colonies free, the colonies wonld Le
ohliged 20 give a quid pro quo in the shape of a
liberal reduction of their ta:iffs upon imports of
Rritish goods. Canada is a protectioaist coun-
try, and our tariff is dirccted principally
againat British manufactures. Canadian free
traders would therefore welcome the policy of
the Trade League, from the standpoint of the
geneeal reduction whizh it would bring in our
p-caent high tarift. The adoption of the policy
of preferential trade within the empire, to pro-
tectionist Canada would simply meau a sweep-
ing reduction in our high tarif. To free trade
Great Evitain on the other hand, it would mean
the adoption of a policy of protection. That
there is any likelibood that the British people
at home will soon adopt such a policy, we have
no good reason to Lelieve.

~{ A RIDIGULOUS BELIEF.

During the frost scare last week, the remark
was frequently heard that the grain,men would
make the most out of the scare, as they would
be interested in having it appear that damage
had been done.  Some remark to this effect
was so frequently heard, that the belief seems
to be almost general outside of grain circles,
and even business men who ought to koow
better, were heard to repeat some such saying.
Now, we do not know were this very ridiculous
idea originated, but we have no hesitation in
declaring that it is entirely without foundation.
A little thought, we fancy, should be sufficient
to convince anybody that the report is absurd
The oatural infiuence of the spreading of a
report to the effect that our wheat crop was
seriously injured, would be fo advaunce the
price of wheat. In a very shurt time Manitoba
grain men will be actively buying wheat, and

they do not want to ‘*boom " prices. Their
interest is in tho opposite direction. They
would prefer that the market here for now
wheat should open with reasonably low prices,
so that they would be in a position to gain
from any advance which might occur later on.
Auything which would put prices up unduly
unow, would be inimical to their wishes.

In tho uoxt place, wheat is like any other
commodity, the general rule befag that it is
more satisfactory to handle a good urticlo than
a poor one, Any morchant in Manitoba knows
that choico butter is more salcable than poor
stufl, It is only to koep a customer that they
will handle bad butter at all, in some instances.
Nobody wants it, and merchants who take it
aro often the losers. It is hardor tosell because
of its undesirablo yuality. It is exactly the
same with wheat, The farmer who has a choice
quality of wheat will get the top market price,
and ho is accordingly aatisfied. His neighbor
who has poor wheat, is dissatisfied because he
cannot get the same price. In buying therefore
we say it is unsatisfactory for the grain mon to
handle poor grain, as compared with a choice
quality. The next thingisin selling the wheat,
and here again it is easier to find a market for
choice grain than for poor stuff. Why have the
graln men advited Manitoba farmers in the past
to grow red fyfe wheat? Because it is the
fineat quality and is more readily marketable.
In s short crop year, even poor grain is readily
marketable, but in a year of abundance every-

where, tho poor stuff will be slow sale at best.
Why did the Dominion Grain Exchauge send
out a circular last year advising the farmers of
Manitoba to grow a botter quality of oats?
Simply because it is more satisfactory for the
grain men to handle a good quality of oats,
than a p .or article. It is the same with wheat.
There would be every whit as much reason to
say that the grain tnen would prefer a damaged
crop of oats, as to say thesame thing regarding
wheat. Yet the fact that they have sent out
circulars at their own expenase, giving instruc.
tions in the matter of growing oats, so as to
secure the best quality, is proof that they do
pot prefer a poor article.

The idea seems to prevail, thut if the wheat
is damaged, the grain buyers can beat the price
down and get it proportionately cheaper than
if it were o% choice (ﬁxa:lity. This we believe is
o popular fallacy, t crop year the basis of
prices was No. 2 hard, We venture the asser.
tion, that a great deal more wheat was bought
from farmers at the valuation of No. 2 hard,
which would not equal that grade, than was
bought for the same price tnat would grade
better than No. 2 hard.

Another popular fallacy is, that frosted wheat
is little injured for milling purposes. The fact
of the matter is, that only a low grade flour
can be made from frosted wheat. If the grain
is at all badly damaged, it cannot be used for
beast grades of flour, and millers who do a large
busivess and have a reputation to keep up,
cannot afford to use it. Of course it can
worked up for lower es of flour, but the
best millers would prefer not to handle it at
all. There is more waste in milling, and it must
be bought correspondingly low.

\We have no hesitation in saying, that the
appareatly general belief that the grain men
would like a little damage to the wheat, and
that they would make the most out of any ca-
tastrophe of this nature, is erroncous and un.
just, There is no body of business men in
Manitoba, who are more anxious for a large
crop of fine quality of wheat, than the graia
men. Ausybody who went among them and
noted the despondency which prevailed during
the Iate critical weather would be willing to
admit the chargs is unjnat.




