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THE GRITIC.

In our contnbuted column will be found a strong and sensible article
on the much-discussed laber question, which is well worth perusal. [t is
written by a working man, who cvidently realizas that force can (ffect no
genuine reform, and that all snmptuary Iegislation is a hirdrance to
progress. Here is a laborer who ecknowledges that work is not a curse, but
rather a blessing. A fair chanee to exercisc onc's powers is what is required
to make things move moro smoothly.
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. Various rumcrs as to the removal ¢f the residence of Pope Leo XIII
from Roeme were set afloab a short ago, but it is improbable that any reenlt
will follow., The disagrecable I'anthoon incident of a few weeks ago, which
gave rise to these munwurisge, wae an unfertunate citcumstance. A number
of devout pilgrims were attacked Ly # mob, upon which it was alleged that
the Government-instigated the outrage, an opinion to which the strained
relations between the temporal and spiritual powers gave considerable
color. It would, howeves, be a rather difficult undentaking to find a more
suitable residczce than Nome for the Pope, for there is really no spot in
Europe where atrenuous cpposition would not be offered to ’apal cccupa-
tion. It is difficult tc imagine when lovking at the picture of the Pope
that appearcd in the Dominton Illustrated of October 17th-that the

irdly, benevolent-lcoking old gentleman, with the sweet patient expression
in his eyes, hes so many enemies ; but in these days pohtics and religion
are pulling apart, and men are determined not to allow their spiritual
guides to have much to do with temporal affxira.

It is a growing conviction, we thiok, that the remedy for ill-assorted
nmerrisges must begin at the altar and not in the divorce court. Ion.
Carroll D. Wright, the eminent statistician, who has been making a study
of the divorce laws of the United States, recently resd a paper before the
U. S. Unitarisn Conference at Saratega, in which he gave some interosting
ngures regarding divorcea. Frem 1867 10 1887—twenty years—there were
828,716 decrees of divorce granted in the United States, of this number
216,176 were granted on the apphication of the wife. In the time covered
the population of the country had increased Go per cent., but the divorces
had increased 157 per cent. Mr. Wright suggesied more careful laws for
the regulation of morrisges, thus implying, as we state above, that reform
should begin at the beginning. He does not, howevey, think that divorce
is a menace to the punity and sacredness of the family, but he does believe
that it is a menece to the iofernsl brutality cf whatever name, bz it crude
or refined, which at times makes a hell of the holiest of buman relations.
He conlinues in the following fo:cible language, in which there is fcod for
thought :—** I believe that the divurce movement fiads its impetus outside
of our laws, cutside of our institutions, outside of our theology ; that it
finds its impotus in the rebellion of human hearts sgainst that slavery which
binds in the cruelest bonds of the cruclest prostitution human Liings whu
have by their foolishnese, by their want of wisdum or by the intervention
of friends, missed the divine purpose ss well as the civil purpo-e of
marrisge. I believe the result will be an enhscced purity, a sublimer
sacreduess, a more beautiful embodiment of Lamartine's trinity—the trinity
of the father, the mother and the child—which of itself cumpletes and
costioues the race ; and if we would preserve this beautiful trinity in all
its sacredness, society must take the disgusting medicine labelled ¢ divorce.’

An ecclesiastical dignitary in Evgland recently said that if girle would
become good plzio cooks they would imprave the world quite as much as
by becoming sepior wranglers.  This is true, but we shouid remember that
man does not live by bread alone, and that so long as the women of the
world do their share of this surt of work all that they can do besides in
the wsy of brucoming semior wranglers 1s jast so much. gain - God forbid
that any hindrance skoeld be cffered 1o women iu their nobie efiurts to
acquire the highest celiure of the age ; there is absolutely no fear that tkey
will be lificd out of their sphiere, and every risn will readily acknowledge
that a thoroughly educated wuman 1s hkely to make a more conscientious
wifc and motber than one whosc sole thought is to see that her husband
and children 210 well fed and wear suitable clothing. The woman who is
able to be a cowpanion and friend to her husband and train her children's
minds in the right dircction is a tressure uot to be lightly spoken of.
There is ono thing about this matter that is often overlooked by those who
write on thc subject, and that 18 the difference in the time it 1akes to
acquire the azt of housekeeping and the time it takes to attain the dignity
of senior wrapgler. The latter is not often attainad, neither is it sought for
by all the young women who set out wRh the determination to obtain a
firsi-class cducation, but it requises the wortk of years to win distinctivp in.
any branch of learning, cspecially as womea compete side by side with
their brotkers. Housekeeping, oo the other hand, may be readily lcarned
by any woman of urdinary common sense in from six months to a year,
even if she never had o broum ot a carpet sweeper in her hand before, ur had
mnevertried 1o cook a dinner in her life. Siace this is true, there is no reason
why 2 womap sheuld nut fodow cut her des.res as to the cducation of her
mind, sr.d when ibat is dune to her sausiacticn she can take a course of
special study in ke kiichea and other departuients of the house that will
fit her to hold her own wiih the old-fashiuned housewifs. Agaib, there is
00 neceseily for all women to be cuuks arnd houstkeepors, siuce the sexes
aro so uncqualiy proportioted that women far outeumber mea. 0.4 fugies
csn croak, but women arc now on & smoother track than they have
travelled before, and although it is still up grade, they have no intention of
Jeaving it yet awhile. .

Indisn summer is over for this year, and likewise the sporting scason.
Legs are to have a rest, for football is dead, and brains will be given a
chauce to assert themselves once more.

Laset month there appeared in The Ladies' Home Journal some remarks
anent writing for the dollar, which we wish could be read by all our suthors,
Too much literary work is being done in a hasty and perfuactory manaer,
with the object not so much of doing the country service by adding to its
stock of sound rcliable books, but chiefly for thé pecuniary gais, and also
for whatever glory may accrue. So far as glory is concerned, it appears
that the more supetficial writers are getting almost as much of it as those
who devote themsclves ardently to the tasks they undertake, The book-
reviewing of wmany papers is 8 very poor sort of criticism—if it can be
called criticism at all.  In many cases the reviewers aro overworked and
have not the time at their disposal that is requisite for thorough investigation
of facts and steicments, and in consequence they pass over the works of
fairly well-known authors with a complimentary paragraph or two, and
think that the author end the public will be pleazed with it. None but
very thin-skinned autbors will resent having their errors corrected, and. it ie
certainly an impositivn upon the reading public to laud and praise indis-
criminately books that are not by any means worthy of it. When this is
douc there remains no bpunty upon the better work, which, like virtue, is
its own reward. The standard for fiction is different from that of bistorical,
biographical, scientific and other works in which imagina:icn plays no patrt.
In the former the merit depends upon the plot, the characters, the etyle,
wit, originality and general interest excited, as well ag upon pleasing the
taste, and if the writer commits no anachronism or error of that sort, and
the story is readable and interesting, the critie may faitly praise it. With
the other class of books, however, absolute correciness is the great
desideratum, and if mistakes are made they should be poicted out, 30 that
those who purchase-the books .may be able to correct them is the margin,
and by this means make them of greater value. The tendency at present
is to undertake a great deal of work and get it into print as soon as possible.
Time is required for the verification of statements, but to judge by much
of the literature of the day, we should say tbat writers do not look very
closely into tho matters they treat of. Reviewers are a good deal to blame
for this, as under the present style of puffing they are scarcely to be feared
by the too hasty writers, The papersin the United States are great sinners
in this way, and often show by their generous bestowal of *taffy” that
they know as little about what they praise as they do about the geography
of Canads. Some of our Canadian papers are much inclined to follow this
lead, and it does incalculable harm where our own writers are concerned.
For our part, we intend looking very sharply into all books written by
Canadians, or treating of Canadian subjects, that may fiad their way to our
table, and shail encdcavor to bestow cur praises where they are most
deserved, not making them of no value by giving to all alike irrespective
of merit. To see our national literature advance by genuine steps that shall
know no backsliding is one of our earncst desires, to which we shall bend
our energics.

The collections of the Nova Scotia Historical Society for the years
1889-91 have just been publisked in a neat and comvenient form. It is
three years since volume VI of the papers read before the Society was
published, and in view of the length of time that has elapsed, volume VII
is by no means so bulky as we would have supposed. The fact is that
histery is ot made with the same rapidity that it is written, and important
topics for papers are not casy to fiod The Historical Siciety has doze
good work since its institution in 1893, not coly by putting much valuable
infuimativn in shape for preservation in the papers comributed, but also by
gathering together for its library all beoks, pawmphlets, letwers, etc., bearing
on the history of the Provioce. The list of lectures for this season is
complete, and the membership is larger than ever. Oae notable feature of
the recent mecting of the Society was the praposing of a lady’s name for
membership—that of Mrs. Rogess, uee Miss Grace Desa McLeod.  Thais
ie, we believe, an innovation, of which we decidedly approve. There are
no ladies’ nawes-on the membership list, and there are many good reasons
for making a change in this respect. As regards the meetings of the
Society, they are so quietly conducted that very few people beyond those
immediately concerned think much sbout them. There is usually about
the same attendance of interested auditors, among which there is a fair
sprinkling of ladies. The contents of the present volume of collections
include “ Vinland,” by Hon. L. G. Power ; “ Noteson ¢ A General Return
of the Several Townships in the Province of Nova Scotia far the first day
of Janusry, 1767,"" by D. Allison, Eiq, L. L. D. ; “The Early History of
the Parish of St. George, Halifax,” paper I, by Rev. Canon Partridge, DD,
Rector ot St. George’s;  Letters and other papers relating- to the Eary
History of the Church of Eogland in Nova Scotia,” copitd by permission
frow originals in the possession of the Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel in Foreign Parts, L.ndon, G. B. ; and the ¢ Story of the Dzportation
of Negraes frum Nova Scotia to Sierra Leoge,” read by cx-Gaveroor
Aictabald.  There is a list of papers read since the publication of volume V
of the collections, and memorial notices of the Hon. John W. Ritchie,
Thomas Beamish Akins, D. C. L., and Albort Peters, all prominent members
of the Historical Socicty, and faithful workers in it, whose deattis have
caused heartfeit regret.  The Society has still much useful work before it
in rescuing from oblivion many incidents coming within its own scope,
ang there will doubtless be willing workera found year after year to put the
roults of research in form for preservation.

- —

K. D. C. Resteres the Stomach to Healthy Action.
K. D, C, Acts Like Magic on the Stomach,

K. D. C. The Greatest Cure of the Age.
K, D. €. The Dyspeptic’s Hope.



