Droadsr 23, 1873.]

605

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW

Capa poast, .underthe’ commind of Lieut.-
Colonel Festing, R. M. A. Tho detach-
ments of tho 2nd West India regiment were
embarked oh board the gunboat Decoy nnd:
landed before our- arrival at Elmina.  The
niarines and bluo jickets. of tho Barracouta:
being stowed ig. three large troop-baas,.
ware towwed in nsteam pinnaca to tho mar-
ginof tho surf And wore got on shore after
somo- difficulty and ‘delay. This- was' the
ouly -part of the business which - did -not
work. well; however, no harm was done,.
As soon a8 tho men we. s landed the columns
wero formed, and at § a.m., the mareh bo-
gan, - o g

It was 4 clear calm worping, with searacly
n cloiid-in the sky; and na tho sun rose-
ubiove the horizon. birds sang sweetly from:
thobushes -which: covered the plain, We.
marched in single filo along. o foot path,.
which jvas sometinies.of 1ed clay, sometimes
of golden coloted 8and ; 1t onoe monient we
dived into.a thicket deop. and dark; and the
next passed out: into. green nieadows with
tall tufted .grass, and lergo white floyvors.
bathwng in sunlit dew. Buat then came a
quagmire of mud, black as registration ik,
and giving forth'an odor compared with
which the.LThames: at low tide is rose water.;
and , nevor, have I sgen, such abominable.
hawlets a8 the two through which wo passed
ou otte wiy. 'The eountry was at first toler~
ably dpen, and o could seo far ahead the

Houskas running along thickets and copses, .

to and.fro,.0n the right, and on the left, like

n pack of liounds, theic .officers, in Elwood,

Lelmets angl ehining while puggarees,plainly
to bis'seen, end always- well abead of their
men, One ontwo ghots were heard, but still
it wag.by no.means_certain that we should
find {he enemy. Wo had marched about
threa riiles, and I'wasbogiuning to fearthat
the day would be Blank, when ofa sudden’
wo heard .a tremendous. fusillade, and a-
strange gleeful -velling cry, prolonged and
wcesgant—tho floussas giving tongue, As
wo pushied on, wo found that the jungle was
befora t1s, stretching away on both sides as
(av a8 -the:eyeiconld reaeh. In the midst
was « lull,; also -coveped:with jungle, except
that on its summit,vas & cleating or.panta-
tion, Some men wero sgen  crossing this
patch. and Licutenant Eyre *‘dropped™ one
at 300 yards, wliicli probably astonished the
natives..A-Jittle to the right of this clearing,:
and also on tho topof the hill, was a village.,
'he general and bis_alpl, who werewell in
frount, pishied’ort with'thé gihi and rocket
tube;whigh Colonel:Wood took up a‘strong’
position in-the.year. The Ashantees and:
their, ‘p.ll'ﬁs_, as usgal, _gmgl;ye,d. flanking
mcticﬁ, ud for some time front and rear
were?'eqiially hinrd at war; but in balfan
hour tliey wete'drivén clesr away in spite of
tho thickness qf the, bushy. The seven-
pounder was brought. to bear on the village,
and Licutenapt Allen set some houses on,
firo with rocke%s, making admirablo practice,
Brackénbury and Charteris<were the frst to
enter.thovillage; withvsome “Royal Marine
artillerymen, while Crease ‘cleared the bush
on 1its right. Afterwards passing through
tho village, he saved & ¢bild from a'bufning,
house jand rthroughout the -severs mdrch
which foljowed, -the: Marities disputedss {o
who should * garry the kid,)' ‘Lbe native,
axemen did their work with . great, plucl, ,
and Captain Buller, who ivds syrveying the
road upon“thé march ‘hrd-a sldg Yodged in
his leather coripass ¢ase.. The first shat was
fired- at. Lieut. Graves, .aud lodged:in his
gaiter. The woumy %}pseq,py, the. slugs,
werg'as ® rild sli’ghi, ut Colonel McNeill
had a bad wound in tho wrist, similar to
those which aro caused by fragments of
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.shell. T'wo tloussas were shot in vital
parts, and have sinco died. Captain Free
mantle was. hit by a stug, which passed
cloan.through his right arm, but he went
“throtigh tho wholo day's work ; aml Captain
Forbes, of tho 2nd West India regiment, was
.wounded In tho homl. Much pralse was
bestowed on Surgeon Adwms, R. N, for his
‘skill and promptitude. At 7.13 the hoavy
firing bogan 3 at 7.50 tho village wis taken
and'tho cnemy driven from the bush; at
-8 30 the nssembly was sounded ; and at 9.45
the march was resumed.
1t is difficult o doscribed the human tor
‘nado which raged fora halfan hour over
tialf &" milé of Afcican bush. ‘I'ho enomy
ware on all sides, 'and the firing incossant
The air was all flamoe and smoke, and filled
with various sounds—the booming ol the
‘guns, the whizzing of rockets, the cracking of
‘Sniders, shouts, groans, laughter, the whist-
ling of slugs the Houssis chanting verses
from.the Koran, English cheering, and then,
as-the village began to burn, the roaring of
flames, éxplosions of powder, and’ blazing of
‘tuing. ‘The enomy fought “in silence, thoy
'offered a steady resistance,but were surpris-
odi and discomfitted, and had not a yell left
in them Their loss cannot be even ap-
proximately estimated, but must have been
severe. Amyong the dead bodies found was
that of a IToussa, probubly an Ashantee
slave, .
While we wero at breakfast we heard big
guns. We marched through & thick jungle,
almost with out opposition, to Ampuena, on
‘the beach, and destroyed that village, Am-
quena lies between Elminasiad Ampenee.
‘The wounded, in twelve hammocks were
sent homo with an escort, and as we had
already made a severe march, only volunteers
were accepted for the weary trudge along
.the beach to Ampence. As we.appronched
that village, surfboats camo off from the
“Decoy, and landed a case of claret, some
‘lockers of water, and somo bottles of brandy
for which wo wero not ungrateful, and tho
following officers  landed :—Commander
Luxmoore, of tho Argus, (having recovered
"from the wonnds reoeived at Chamab], with
Lieutenants Young and Burr, Staff'surgeon
‘Lucag, and Sublieutenant Sanderson, Form
the Decry csme Licutenant flext and Sur-
_geon Fisher, with a boatsswain and twenty
men. We found that two villages were be-
foro us—Akimpfoo, which was destroyed
without resistance, and balf a niile further
,on,, Ampenee, which had hoisted o flag of
‘defiance, On the beach in front of this
village,. Iay the corpso of some poor unfor-
tunate Fantee, with the head and right arm
severcd from the body. Ampenco was
burnt to the ground, but contained nothing
oxcept cats, bats and rats, which, éspecially
the last, camo out of tho flames in great
numbers. Tho enemy attacked the leat
‘extremity, and expbsed themselves to a
volley froni the blue jackets of the Decoy
which laid ‘many of them low; then they
tried the other end, but were again beaten
off with loss, and wounding only one of our
men. They had some rifles among them, as
‘we could tell by the peculiar sound of the
bullets.in the air, These werd probably En.
Selds. '
E(‘hoﬂeneml, would not allow a pursuit
into the bush, the sun heing low and the
? ¢ 4:25 he embarked on
board the Decoy, and I was kindly offered a
passage. Woe arrived Cnpo -Coast Castlo at
seven pom..

‘this affair. In itself, merely a day's skir-
mishing, it is raised to much impostance by

the experienco it has yiclled and tho moral

Tt us now consider what is tho valuo of |

effect it hus produced, 'The Fantees. are
rejoiced to find that the new governor will
lend them to battle himself, and they also
admire tho stvle in which he carried out his
enterprise. The attack on Emsaman was a
genuine surprise: thsnatives had no time to
removo powdor, their corn, their sheep, and
their ram; muskots anl drums and powder
belts wero found in the willage; n mothér
ran away  leaving her child Lohind, Thus
tho Ashantecs, who deal in surprises, wore
beaten at therr own cards by the whito men.
It was also o comploto dny’s work., Alto~
gethersix hostilo villages wero destroyed.
What was the consequence? Tho Fantees
are now willing to fight; they have gonfi.
dence in the man whois to lead them,
Secoundly, it is shown what Enghshmen ean
do in this climate. .If.thefighting.wassmall
here to the hieroes of Sebastopol and Indis,
the same cannot bo said of the mareh,
which amounted to twenty-one miles on
a broiling day, ‘The marines had been three
months on board the Simoon-without going
on- shore, yot they did the march in excel-
lent style. Thirdly, it is now proved that,
seven in the bush, tho natives cannot con-
tend with the Snider.

Of the fourth part of the work of the
Prussian General Staff on the war of 1870, to
which we roferred last week, the oorres-
pondent nf an English papersays: ¢The
fourth volume of the German General Staff’s
official history ot +ho Franco-German war
has just heen published at Borlin, The
period it (. \1s with is the German march
~upon Met, aud the operations boefore that
‘ fortress up to the battle of Colombez-Nou~
: villy, which occurred on the 14th of August,
The greater part’ of tho book is takenup
by the narrative of the march, and this ac-
count brings tho action of tho German cav-
alry prominently forward- The volumo
may therefore be looked upon in o certain
senselns an essny on tho duties of cavalry,
illustrated by historical examples:’”

The Trish Times understands that. Mr.
Glads tono during the vecess has doveted
much timo and atiention to the considera.
tion of the plans proposed for preventing
the annual destruction caused-by the (nun.
dations of the Shaonon and its tributaries.
There is, therefore, some reazonable hopo
that a question which has been sagitated for
twonty years may be at last satisfactorily
dealt with. ’

An alternation has been made in the man-
ufacture of the- buckshot :cartridges at the
British Roysal Arsenal, Woolwich, by the
subtitution of bone'dustin lien of piaster of
Paris to fill in the interstices between the
shots and to solidify the charge sufficiently
to preserve its cohesion. From the experi:
ments mede with the two kiads of bucksho
cartridges at tho targefs it.appears that
those in which bone'dust is used make
twenty per cent. better

{original pattern,

' The Mexican government is--engaged in
the work of re-establishing tho navy. Gens
oral Foster, military commander.at Vera,

, Cruz, has been called to the capital' o re-
ceive orders from the surpreme government

practico than tho

to purchase four steamersin England for the

navy, . Co .

Sir Stafford Northeote presided at the.

 general court of the Hudson’s Bay Company,
when o report for 1872 was submitted, and-

an-interim dividend deolared of 68 parshare, - -

The governors and comittea were ra-elected.

Mr. Baring has left. Lord Northbrook, the
present Govornor of Indis, one million snd a
quarter pounds sterling,.



