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shot ov shells among thoe miscreants then | serious o180 of sickness ; Lwo fatal accidents, | Rifles), who expocts that nearly tho whole
mvading tha Dominion, but who xeemingly | have, however, to bo regretted, ono arising | of his men will claim their dischargo on the

would not approac! noar enough the troops
to bo roached by any other description of
five. ‘The I[nspectorof Artillory in his ro-
port further romarks that * tha same bat
tery could only tuin out for four dayg &t
Laprairio, this year (1871), tho ofticer com

manding having to promisn the people
who supplicd him with horses, that the

we~o to bo returned within that timo: suc

1 suite of affuirs is highly objectionable, and
T would again urgently recommend the
enrolmeut of dravykt horses for Ficht Bat
tevies!” -

Tho cavalry consisling of two squadrons,
was formed into 2 provistonal regiment
during the period the camp was in operation
under the command of tho senior cavalry
oflicer, Major Burwash, of the St. Andrew's
troop. One of the squadrons, from the
Eastern townships marched by road to join
the camp fram their homnes a distauce of 110
niiles in threo days, returning in the same
manner.  ‘The menin these two squadruns,
wero mounted on good scrviceable horses,
their arms and accoutrements were in good
order bat their uniform clothing much worn
these men wero very handy at camp life,and
although encamped with tho rest of the
. troopson an open Plain,in a very short time,

with such material as the ground afforded,
or they could find at hand, tuey erected
camp stables for their hiorses ‘of a suitable
description, where the animals wero com-
fortably securad, and ¢ stampeding”’ rendor-
ed «<impossible. In this important part of
the duty of Cavalry they showed superiurity
to tho corps of that arm assembled at the
camps in the Province of Untarie.  The in
fantry consisted of no less than niucteen
battallions, most of whom, however, wero
numerically very weak indeed, some corps
were virtually little more than two compan
ies strong in point of appearance—tho whole
force, however, when on divistonal parade,
and deployed in oneg, with the regulated
intervals between corps, presented an im-
posing appearance, covering an cxtent of
about one milo and-a half of grounidd.  On
mustering the force, I found nearly the
whole of the 3rd Brigado to be composed of
French speaking Canadians, and in the two
otlier brigr-les, although the great majority
of the men wo:o English speaking, being
struck with the number of French Canadian
names while calling tho rolls of the different
companies, I obtained an accurato return of
the number of French speaking Canadians
in the camp, and they exceeded 2,000 in
number.

The appearance and condition of the ma.
jority of tho infaniry corpsin this camp,
in respect to drill, condition of arms, accou-
trements, and soldierlike bearing, was infe-
rior on tho whole to the msjority of the in-
fantry corps assembled in the Province of
Ontario, although there were exceptions;
Lut the men, although generally speaking
not so tall, looked at least quite as hardy
and robust, indeed some of tho rural com-
panies, of both French and British descent
looked fit to undergo great hardship, and
tho adaplability of all to canp life was most
strikiag, indeed in this very important part
of military instruction, not only have both
French and English speaking Canadians
little to Jearn from any army, but they could
teach a lesson o many,

Lieutenant-Colonel Osborne Smith reports
that * the general conduct of the troops was
excellent,’’ and that ho believes ¢solarge
number of men was never assembled for the
time with such an entira absence of crime,
and solitile irregularity,” and there was no

from diuwning whilo bLathing,tho other from
careless handling of a rifle. Tho target prac.
tico was carried out as far as possible. This
catnp was visiled nlso by Licutenant Genoral \
su Hlastings Doyle, Commaznding 1Tor Ma-
Jesty Ilegular Troops in British North Amo-
rica. ‘I'ho Honorable tho Minister of Militin
and Defenco witnossed a parado of tho di-
vision, and afterwards ina{ico!ed tho camp,
n ‘leveo on the occasion being held which
was attended by the wholo of tho oflicers in
camp.

In order to afford practice in moving
troops, it was arranged to bring the whole
force to Montreal on the Sth July, and after
effecling a junction with cortain corps there
resident, to hold aveviow. Having left 400
men incamp as a guard, tho Division moved
from Laprairie during the night of tho 7th or
catrly on the morning of the Sth July, upon
Montreal, the men carrying ono day’s pro-
visions, the Cavalry and Artillery marching
to St Lrmbert's there crossed tho river St
Lawrence, the Infantry proceeding by road,
rail and steamboal. On arriving at Montreal
a junction was effected with tho Montreal
Garnmson Artitlery Corps, and two batteries
of tho Grand Trunk Railway DBrigade, by
11 aam,, & Force of 6,170 men was massed in
Logan's Farm. ‘Tho weather was very fine,
and a large number of spectators witnessed
with pride thoe concentration of this portion
of the Canadian Avmy.” The field dny proved
very successful, and the appearauce of the
troops when on parade as well as when
marching, subscquontly (as a division)
through the principal streets of Montreal,
was very creditable, Tho troops from
Laprairie returned to camp tho samo
day without accident to man or horse
after marching an average of sixtecn miles,
and twico eftecting tho passage of tho river
St. Lawrence tho wholo of thearrangements
connected with this march was planned by
and carried out under tho orders of Lieut.-
Colonel Qsborne Smith, C. M, G,, that offi-
cer having shown much ability on the occa
sion,

With regard to the Active Militia in Lhis
district, not only are all corps moro or less
incomplote inmen, but the proportion ofCaval
ry aund Field Artillery, very insufficient , the
district (comprising three Brigade Divisions)
is an exposed one, & large portionof it being
to the South of the River St. Laswrenco,
covering the wealthiest, most populous, and
important city in the Dominion, (Montreal.)
and it i3 morcover very open to attack
in caso of an invasion on the Southern
frontier.,

In oider to complete the ranks of corps to
their proper strength, Lieutenant-Colonel
Osborne Smith advocates the ballot, but
there are some commanding oflicers who
still think that they will bo ablo to maintain
their corps by voluntary enrolment: the
commanders of the Cavalry, Tield Battery,
ono battalion, and two independent com-
panies of infantry are of this opinion.  But
Licut.-Colonel McKay, commanding the
Garrison Artillery who expects to luse about
100 men on completing their period of ser-
vice ; Major Kennedy, commanding tho En-
gincers 50 men; Licutenant Colonel Bond
commanding 1st Battalion., 160 men;
Mhajor Martin, commanding 6th Battalion,
65 men ; Licutenant Eathorne commanding,
‘Thurso Infantry Company, 25 men; Captain
Gatos, Wakefitld Infantry Company, 15 men;
all consider that the Ballot should now bo
applied, and Licutenant Colonel Bothune,

commanding tho 3rd Battalion (Victorin

termination of their period of service,napplics
for authiority to fill tho ranks of his Battulion
Ly means of Lho Ballot.

It seems that, althougl, very many men
in the City Corps of Montireal aro desirous
of joining or re-enrolling in tho respecliye
Corps, they aro practically provented from
doing #o In many instances {:y tho action of
tho employgrs of Inbor, who from scllish
motives requiro thoso thoy employ to claim
their dischargo from the Active Militin,
befor engaging them for civil service.

Leg to recommend that the Cavalry in
this district bo increased by six troops, to be
formed oul of the ngricuitural populntion
in tho frontier countics of Huitingdon, Mis.
sisquoi, Sheflord, Brome, Staustead and
Compton, and all the troops of Cavalry then
formed into une distrist regiment to be
numbered tho * 5th Regiment of Cavalry,’
that two additional batteries of Field
Artillery bo formed in that portion of the
district south of the River St. Jawrence, the
head quarters of one Lo be at Granby, of the
other at Sherbrooko, tkat two additional
Companies of Engincers be formed, aul if
tho respective corps of all arms cannot 1! -
completed by voluniary enrolment, as pro
vided for in tho laws, that the Ballot bo put
into operation, in order to obtain the requir-
e number of men.

Mu wrsry Distiier No. 6.

The authorized strength of *ho Aclive
Militia 1n this District, (which is under the
vymmand of Licutenant-Colonel Harwood,,
is 3,228, but tho actnal number available,
and who performed the annual drill of 1871
72, is 1,512, leaving 1,716 wanting to com-
plete. Tho Force in {his District consists of
tho 4th Battalion, under the command of
Major Labranche, which at tho time of the
Annual Drill, only mustered four oflicers
and 46 men, (being actually below the
strength of one company). Tho G4th Bat
talion under Lieutenant Colonel Rodier,
23 officers, 181 men; the G5th Battalion,
Licutenan Colonel Baudry, 17 officers, 15¢
nmen ; tho Three Rivers Provisional Battal
ion, 12 officers, 100 men; thoe Joliette I’ro
yvisional Battalion, 17 oflicers, 154 men; the
St Ilyacinthe Provisional Batlalion, eleven
officers, 145 men ; and seventeen inde
pendent compauies of Infantry, viz, :—

‘Tho Como Rifle Company 3 officers 30 men
St. Jean Baptiste 2 ., 32

” }24

St. Eustacho ’ 3 , 34,
St. Benoit ” 3 n 30 4
St. Placido s 3 5 43,
Ste. Martine ,, 3 o 30 ,
Beauharnois » 3 4, 32,
Nicolet U O 1 S
Gentilly . 2 ., 30
Becancour . 3 s 20
St. Gertrude s 3 4, 42,
Victoriaville ” 3 o 25,
St. Nobert w3 2,
St. Gregoiro s 3 w 25,
Wolfestown " 3 o 13 4
No. 1 Company, Raw-

AONeeeeecnianonnns 3 a 49
No. 2 Company, Raw-

111 VR s AT 4,

Tho corps were assembled at the Laprairio
Camp, for their Annual Drill, four compan
ies, viz., tho Arthabaskaviile, Threo Rivers,
St. Valere do Bulstrode, and Wotton Com-
pany, wero allowed to perform drill at thor
own head quarters.  Licutenant-Col. Har
wood {(who was unfortunatoly absent from
tho Annunl Dr*l at the Laprairie Camp,) in.



