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f'riha nîuch larger body of troops than
their present contingents.

Taking Ottaiwa as an exaniple wîi 22,000
inhabitants, iL ougbit te bave nt least 3,000)
mien under ams; it furnishies about 200 and
aIl the cities in lilce proportions. Now, as a
large portion or the capital of tlhe country
and by ne means a sni-ill portion of its en-
tres wealth is concentrated in those cen-
tries, sucb a force foi- its protectio)n is con-
temtupible.

%VatL is really requ.red is, that eveîy ni
in those cities and towns capable of bearing
arme ehould, as one of thé conditions of
urbin residence b. lialie te serve, and
requirqd te drill, net as a ùIatter ot iiivi.
duil cbeîee,but of necessite-.

On occsion of any eînergency we bave a
whale lot of Ilonie (quarcîs and other or-
ganizations geL up on thle spu r of 1 lie me
ment and wortbless for- ail pui-pDie bt-yond
tbat of sbowing titat a miliLiry spirit exists.

It seenis te be very* e îsy te niake those
institutions permnentL ly cornpelling ail
residents able te serve ta bear arr»s, but
nat te leave the city or town except in case
of invasion, and that their period of train-
ing b. Iimited ta the usual. civic holdings.

Iu a very few years a, most respectable
military force tborougblly available for de
fensive, purposes mnight bé organized and
fully repay Lb. conimunity any trouble
or expense by ils value as a protective
force, botter tLian any systeni of police in
existence, and always easily available for
the preservation or the pence.

A well Lrained soldier will always niake a
good and orderly citizen, and in the case
under consideration the advantages te b.'
desaired in this connection would be incalcu-
lable.

lu thé event or war the forces in ech oity
would be quite efficient for its defencé and
would leavé Lb. hande of the officers con-
ducting operations for thé defence of Cana-
da free, as far as aIl care for'their safety was
concernéd; n véry important item indeed in
the succesa or otherwise af n campaign ais iL
would virtually scut.e the wbole line of
communications as well as cover the base of
supplies.

A mensure of this impotatnce cannot be
long delayed, its advantage press on the
mmid with double force wben it is con3ider-
éd how utterly de1ènceless aur cities are,
and wbat an immense bosa the country
Wight suffbr by thbe safety of any one being
endangered.________

WîTR n surplus revevenue and every de-
sire te maintain peaceful relations with aur;,
Iieighburs, their persistent aggressive poli-'
CY 'tends te maké thé danger of collision
imminent at ne distant day, and, therefore,
iL -would be good policy on oui- part te pro-
vide for the defence of aur Lîcustrine fron-
tier sncb gunhoats es t-he imotn iner
esta centering there demanda.

OUi- geverning c. mals are those on the St.
lIéwrence, they wili admit vessels of 180

THE VOLtTNTEER tE VIE W.

feet long, 35 teet hean, drawing nine feet
water, nnd this-scut , the aise of our
gun bo:its.

Looking at tlîo îu dtev ini a profitable
point of view, the vulue, of tbià armament
would be tenfold; in the first placezit would
enliance thie viilue of tb. proporty guarded;
and secondly, the vessels themielves could
be used for the 4ransmision of mails b.
tween tne various ports <sn the shores or the
Gréat Lakes and over the North Western
Provinces.

IL is unuecessary ta point out te an ernin-
ently practical people the advantagea ac-
cruing fromn sncb en arrangement.

Two gun boa ts on Lake Ontario,two on Uike
Erie, two on Lake St. -Clair, twp on, Lake
Huron, and twa on L'ike Siipinrier, would
give us material and moral p vrprofitLable
in every point of view.

The character of this flae*t m ai arme
force skieuld be governed by Lwa consïidôta-
tiens, vis., great speed and heavy armaiment.
. ron armoured screw pr6È&%ers carrying
one or two beavy guns easily worked by a
smali crew would b. liest adapted te answer
thie conditions déni inded, while the tact
tliat; Canada desired no National complica-
tions, would lend effect ta the moral power,
this state of preparedness oould nlot fail to
produce.

TuE. attention ofour readers is directed to
aur poetical selectien this week, iL s4 on-
titled "'The tht... lettons,"1 and is tue pro-
duction of a gallant young omeier of the
Canadian army, whose patriotisni is only
equalled by bis Laient and ability.

With oieers like the writer of those beau-
tiful linos to lead eut. troopa, gentlemen of
intellect and cultivation, the Canadian pea.
pie bave littie ta fear in the event of any
complications wbicb niay arise.

AI;SWEP. TO COtRR£SPONNTS"."

fiOTICs.-ATI communications addressed to the
Editor of the VOLU!iTEEIR RuVIEW must b.
accempanied by the correct-name andad-
dress of thle wrlter.
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ounteer Militia, and each man &alal sign
a muster roIl: and therenfter such men of
any vobunteer corps, or in any regimental
division, as complet. tbree yeara continuous
service in such corps, or complet. tbree
years including any previous continunus ser .
vice ini the sanie corps immediately before
auch muster or had servod Lbree yesrs con-
tinuously in such corps immediately before
sucb muster, and are discbaged afWe giving
Lherequiredt&o1îe, shallnotbe liable&ne., &o."
So t-bat th. intention doea nlot admit of any
doubt because the clause st quot.d shows
tîtat the three ymnrs service dace net termu
nate witbout the reguired nolice the lumit ef
wbicli is flxed by the eigbth section.

As Lb. Militia law is founded on Lh. well
known social pobitical axioni Ilthat every
man owes milita-y service ta Lb. country
witbout dotriment to bis personal interosts,"
iL leaves Lhe individual Lh. option of Letuin-
ating that service by cemplying with a s.rn.
ple foirm, and thé state can requit.. mi
more froi bina except in case of invasion'The ninth section limita the period of service
in Lime of pence, but the act in ne way
contemplate Lbe possibility ef the mou of
thé active or other force, witbdrnwing fram
service without giving Lb. commanding offi.
cers n chance te fll up their ranks.

Iu nil iLs provisions Lb. Militia Act iu let
ter aud intention i8 perfectly clear and sim-
ple, iLs abject being te create an artned na-
tionnlity, without encreoaching on thé Lime
or induatrial pursuita of the people, and ré-
oognising tb. difficulty or creating an effi-
cient force by compulsion, iL appenled te the
military spirit of the people, and thé Cana-
dian Armay is Lb. rosuit.

It is a pity that such ditiagreeabie inci-
dents as that mentioned in Lh. guilant Cap-
tain's lettér ahould oeur, possibly Lb. indi-
vidual was not wartb muoh, but the law wus
fairly ndniinistered in bis case.
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The C/anadian Macgazine for Januarv lias
Ourgalantcorespndet CpL ilkn-been received, il con tains Llarnnh; Lavendier;

ou ilfn gbath crsondo en Cat iki Sketches of Canadian wild birds; January
son illfln Lb deisin o th maistat.musinga; The civil ult A few incentitiveà

in the case referred Le in his letten te b. te the pursuit of knewl.dge; The. sun and
strictly correct, and Lb. proper rendering of worlds around buv; The wiilow and iLs uses;
the spirit as well as the letter of tb. statut'e. Royaliste and Loyalists, &o.

Thé eigbth section of thé Mîliti* Act is ___

imperative that six monthe notice must be Tbe St. John Telegra1g, wbich la usually
given by any msin entrolled or re-enr Uled hé- weli informed an public maLtera states that
fore ho caui Ieýve t-be service. bir. Thomas Potte, wbe wus in Ottawa &oemé

The. seventb seckion»cbéarly laya down LI 16 day since, ban accepted Lbe office of Immi-
sanie conditions, for iL say »in reference te nao Aetf-N.Brsik.Orcn-
Lbe %e-enrollment of Lb." force when it gerar Ae t foN .Bru ncn. urilon
came into aperations that Il within Lhree nemprr debtdeqié Mi-- te piten raeelt
mon the after thé day on whioh this Act shal Euop uta dieuire L. dutt Lie aioe bi ii
come into fonce, ail sucb corps shali b. mus. tiren. icag h u iso i ni

Ler.d by their oeptaina or comnianding ofi1in
cra, Lb. provisions of t-bis Act saal be ex- REMITIANUffl Received on Subscriptioli t-o

TiBnVOLUNTEEBR REivIEcw np te Satîirday,plainéd La- theni, and auch of tbe men as the loth magt:-
bavé net pretious1y qiven notice et their de 1-OLLIN, Ont.-Capt. Thomas Thompsen, $Z.OO.
sire to b. diaebar ed shail Lake the eatb 'KixGSr, Ont.-.Cac. A. MeKenute,.$i; Lieut,
hereinafter pi-eanibed, antd bo #iiioled » qrlw que.-Lemn.ý 11, Miller, $,O


