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“furnish a much larger body of troops than
their present contingents. '

Taking Ottawa as an example with 22,000
inhabitants, it ought to have at least 3,000
men under arms; it furnishes aboat 200 and
all the cities in like proportions. Now, as a
large portion of the capital of the country
and by no means a smnll portion of its en-
tres wealth is concentrated in those cen-
tries, such a torce for its proteciion is con-
temptible.

What is really required is, that every man
in those cities and towns capable of bearing
arms should, as onme of the conditions of
urban residence be liaLle to serve, and
requirgd to drill, not as a matter ot indivi-
dual choice,but of necessity. :

On occasion of any emergency we have a
whole lot of Ifome CGuards and other or-
ganizations got up on the spur of the mo
ment and wortbless for all purpose beyond
that of showing that a military spirit exists.

It seems 1o be very eisy to make those
institutions permanent by compelling all
residents able to serve to bear arms, but
not to leave the city or town except in case
of invasion, and that their period of train-
ing be limited to the usual civic holdings,

In a very few years a most respeclable
military force thoroughly available for de
fensive purposes might Le organized and
fully repay the community any trouble
or expense by iis value as a protective
force, better than any system of police in
existence, and always easily available for
the preservation of the peace.

A well trained soldier will always make a
good and orderly citizen, and in the case
under consideration the advantages to be
desired in this connection would be incalcu-
lable. :

To the event of war the forces in each city
would be quite efficient for its defence and
would leave the hands of the officers con-
ducting operations for the defence of Cana-
da free, as far as all care for their safety was
concerned ; a very importantitem indeed in
the success or otherwise of a campaign as it
would virtually secure the whole line of
communications as well as cover the base of
supplies.

A measure of this importance cannot be
long deluyed, its advantage press on the
mind with double force when it is consider-
ed how utterly defenceless our cities are,
and what an immense loss the country
might suffer by the safety of any one being
. endangered.

Wira a surplus revevenue and every de-
sire to maintain peaceful relations with our;
neighbours, their persistent aggressive poli-
¢y “tends to make the danger of collision
} }mminent at no distaunt day, and, therefore,
1t would be good policy on our part to pro-
* vide for the defence of our Lacustrine fron-
_Yer such gunboats as the important inter-

e8ts centering there demands.

Our governing c.nals are those on the St.

I‘ﬁ.m'ence, they will admit vessels of 180

feet long, 35 teet beam, drawing nine feet
water, and’this: should- bo the size of our

gun boats. '

Looking at the muatter in o profitable
point of view, the value of this armament
would be tenfold ; in the first place;it would
enhance the value of the property guarded ;
and secondly, the vessels themselves could
be used for the 4ransnvission of miails be-
tween theé various ports on the shores of the
Great Lakes and over the North Western
Provinces. o

It is unnecessary ta point out to an emin-
ently practical people the advantages ac-
cruing from such an arrangement.

Two gun boats on Lake Ontario,{wo on Lake
Erie, two on Lake St. Clair, two on Lake
Huron, and two on Lake Superior, would
give us material and moral power profitahle
in every point of view.

The character of this fleet as an armned
force should be governed by two considera.
tions, viz,, great speed and heavy armament.
Tron armoured screw prop®Mers carrying
one or two heavy guns easily worked by a
small crew would be best adapted to answer
the conditions deminded, while the fact
that Canada desired no National complica-
tions, would lend effect to the moral power,
this state of preparedness could not fail to
produce,

[ ——————

Tue attention of our readers is directed to
our poetical selection this week, it is en-
titled ‘“The three letters,’”’ and is the pro-
duction of a gallant young officer of the
Canadian army, whose patriotism is only
equalled by his talent and ability.

With officers like the writer of those beau-
tiful lines to lead our troops, gentlemen oi
intellect and cultivation, the Canadian peo.
ple have little to fear in the event of any
complicaiions which may arise.

e ———————
AWSWER TO CORRESPONDENTS, -
NoricE.—All communications addressed to the
Editor of the VOLUNTEER REVIRW must be

accompanied by the correctname andad-
dress of the writer.

Our gallant correspondent Capt. Wilkin-
son will find the decision of the magistrate
in the case referred toin his letter to be
strictly correct, and the proper rendering of
the spirit as well as the letter of the statute.

The eighth section of the Militia Aot is
imperative that six months notice must be
given by any man enrolled or re-enr-lled be-
fore he can legve the service.

The seventh seciion clearly lays down tl e
same conditions, for it says ‘in reference to
the Ye-enroliment of the force when it
came into operations that * within three
months after the day on which this Act shall
comae into force, all such corps shall be mus-
tered by their captains or commanding offi
cers, the provisions of this Act shall be ex-
plained to- them, and such of the men as
have not previously qiven notice of their de
sire to be discharged shall take the oath
hereinafter preacribed, and be enrolled as

Volunteer Militia, and each man shall sign
a muster roll: and thereafter such men of
any volunteer corps, or in any regimental
division, as complete three years continuous
service in such corps, or complete three
years including any previous continuous ser
vice in the same corps immediately before
such muster or had served three years con-
tinuously in such corps immediately beforo
such muster, and are dischaged after giving
the required notice, shallnot be liable &e., &c."
So that the intention does not admit of any
doubt because the olause last quoted shows
that the three years service does not termi.
nate without the reguired nolice the limit of
which is fixed by the eighth section.

As the Militia law is founded on the well
known social political axiom * that every
man owes military service to the country
without delriment to his personal interests,”’
it leaves the individual the option of temin-
ating that service by complying with & s.m-
ple form, and the state can require no
more from him except in case of invasion,
The ninth section limits the period of service
in time of peace, but the actin no way
contemplate the possibility of the men of
the active or other force, withdrawing from
service without giving the commanding offi-
cers a chance to fill up their ranks,

In all its provisions the Militia Aot in let
ter and intention is perfectly ¢lear and sim.
ple, its ohject being to create an armed na-
tionalily, without encroaching on the time
or industrial pursuits of the people, and re-
cognising the difficulty or creating an effi-
cient force by compulsion, it appealed to the
military spirit of the people, and the Cana-
dian Army is the result,

Itisa pity that such disagreeable inci-
dents as that mentioned in the gallant Cap-
tain’s letter should ocour, possibly the indi-
vidual was not worth much, but the law was
fairly administered in his case.

REVIEWS,

The Cunadian Magazine for Janusary has
been received, i contains Hannah; Lavender;
Sketches of Canadian wild birds; January
musings; The civil list; A few incentitives
to the pursuit of knowledge; The sun and
worlds around him ; The willowand its uses ;
Royalists and Loyalists, &o.

The 8t. John Telegraph, which is usually
well informed on public matters states that
Mr. Thomas Potts, who was in Ottawa some
day since, has accepted the office of Immi-
gration Agent for New Brunswiok. Our con-
temporary adds that the appointment will,
no doubt, require Mr. Potts to proceed to
Europe to discharge the duties of his posis
tion,

REMITTANCES Recelved on Subscription to
THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW up to Saturday,
the 10th inst :~ .

HoLLIN, Ont.—Capt. Thomas Thompson, $2.00.

KiNasTox, Ont.—Capt. A. McKensie, $2; Lieut,
A- Ramage, $2.00, .83

QURREC, Que.~Lieus. H, Miller, $2,90,



