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Raenrr Revenr s 100 Monrgvion 1o 7ot Gestit
Assrvnny o 1 Paosmvrraias oo
we Nrw SorTin W,

Farirne ane Brerrnee s . We are at the heginning of a change,
the mest profound cod far reas L, the most momentous and tho
most fraught with pronuze, that hus ever
taken place i the luxtory of the Christian
Church. This change has afreudy been
made by Christian u.-ﬁulnm. It must roon
be malde by (be Chnstian people,  1f wise-
1y gurded from witlan, 1t will be casy and
safe,  But, if the leaders of the Charch
obstinately 1gnore it, if the officers of
Chrint's nrmy shirink from obeying Christ’s
word of command, ¢ Go forward,” the
peaple eannot long be kept i ignorance.
Ottapte the Chnrdh they wall get distorted
views of the impending change, with re-
sults ixastrous (o ther faith — Boat your
care, Fathers am) Brethren, to make your-
selves acquamted wath the necessity for,
and the meanmg and end of s great mosement, that you may he
able Jovingly to safe gnard and cautiously te guide the Lord's
prople committed to vo charge, and to save Chust’s beloved from
needleas distarbance of their peace, and
some of then, perhaps, from mnking ship
wreek of their faith. There 18 great persl
to the peace and faith of the Church, not
sndeed n the change itaelf, but 1w a blhind
and unwase resistance to it A sonee of ting
peril has induced me to eall your attention
to this grave subject. 1 have dono so 1n no
1ash humour.  For many weeks § heaitated,
doubtful of my abibty to set tho subject
plamdy before you w the Divine hght of
truth, and fearful lest 1 should de harm
mntend of good,  But the longer T thought
and the wore 1 praved  or the guidnnee of
the Holy Spint, the stronger becamo my
conviction that loyalty to the Lord Christ
and fuathfulness to Hix Charchi compelled
e torpeak aml ' toxpeak Loldly an Iou§ht
tospenk  (Eph. 6,20, Thie change be
caune it 8 mevatably, s the hine of the
tatbilient of the Lerd a geeat purpose of the
workl s salvation.  Thetefure lot us, the
Loud 8 servants, bo mien of (oarage and of
faath i a bying Chust and juin in leading
Hix Chureh o n new vantage gronnd such
axn xhie never before had frem which to indlict

HISTORY OF TIIR VERDAL % NRORY,

1. The first teat ia its own history. The Verbal 'I‘hcorf has heen
held nlwost universally from the lust quarter of the 17th century
down tonearly onr own time. It hus. however, not found a placo
in the Reformed Confessions, eXcopt in one, the Formnla Conscnsus
Helt ctica (1075) which goes tho longlh of imposing on Christian
consciences as an articlo of faith the Inspiration and infallibility of
the MHebrew accents and vowel points, invented by the Jewish
Massotets, or ** possessors of tradition,” about the Gth to tho 8th
century, AL In spito of atrong pressuro, the Westmninster
Assembly dechined to conntenance the Theory of Verlml Ingpiration,
Thereforo it doea not appear in our Confession of Fuith, und has
nevor received the official sanction of our Church.  The Reformers,
Luther and Calvin, did not hold this theory, as the former plainly
showed when he ealled the Epistlo of Jumes an ¢ epistle of straw.™
We, hoxever, find the theory stated in extravagant terms by some
of the Fathers us carly as 200 A. 1., and it was hold by the Juwish
Scribea certainly as carly as the beginning of the Christian era.
This, then, is the respectablp origm of the Verbal Inspiration
Theory, It 18 one of thoso traditivus of the Scribesat which Christ
launched withering invectives!
THE NEW TESTAMENT TEAT.

11. 'I'ho sccond test is this: ' . there any text of the Scriptures
absolutely inerrant, and which thus exactly fits the Verba) Theory »
That the English Authornized Version contains many crrots has
been shown by the Revised Version,  And the R. V. itself disclaims
inerraney by acknowledging **defects, blenishes and imperfections
{pref. to the N.T.) In the NJIN the UGreck Received Teat, or
¢ Syrinn " toat, which underhies the Authorised Version, wo- the
result of n recension completed at Antioch about the middle of the
Ath century, A.D. (Westeott and Hort, 185, 190).  Modern cuitieal
editions show the Syrian texy to be Jar from merrant (Weacott and
Hort, 166). The text of tho N1, lies in
numerous MSS., versions in Latin, Syriae,
Coptic and other lungunges, and in quota-
tions by the Fathers,” Comparison of these
sources shows about 130,000 variations,
ncarly all of which, Fowever, aro trivial,
Tlus surprising number arises from tho fact
that a great many written copies of the N,
T, were made, each new co yiast adding
crrors of his own to those of his predecea-
sors, In face of theve numerous variations,
the Verbal Theory breaks down. But the
purest text of the N.1. that can now bo
attained oxistssomewlicro among this multg.
tude of variations, and it can be ascertained
only by a process of sclection and rejection
of various readings.  This hus been done by
Westcott and Hort by meaus of their scien-
tific genealogical tnethod.  The rosult is
that the Church now has a text of the N.'I',
nearer the oniginal than any other that has
existed sinen the aatographs left the lands
of the writers. But even tlus, tho purest
oxisting text, ‘“makes no pretention to be
more than an approximation to the purest
toxt that might be formed from existing
materials™ (W, and H. 371). It repudintes

u crushang defeat on Intidehty, to ansl the
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the world for Chinst.  Fhis impeading and
all mpottant changeis a transition from the

theway that the Bible o Vorbaliy mspared  proghy terinan Charch, New South Wales,

and werrant Code of Rules® to a more

reasonable atd a truer view of the real nature and actual function
of the Book  Tna theory . now rapidly passmg anay, is, *hat the
N piptures, Jast as we now hinve them, are m all their parts and
all their contenta andan their very words as well as their ideas,
espndly inspired . equally free fiom ecror, not only i teaching
wotals and doctones, but also i stating facts, even the most unim
portant {acte, whether scientutic, lustorical or geographical ; and
oally authontstine throughout as a rule of fath and practico
(IL»!;:« I. 1634 The holdens of thia theory makoe it of llno very
exsenee of Christianity, the very first and fundamental prineiple of
our peliim.  Av Lto ther Theory they bind our Farrh for life or
for death  They make the eredibelity and anthonty of the Bible
depend un the absolute a-curacy and certamnty of the minutest
statcment of fact, “soientitic, historieal or geograpbical ™ (Hodge
I 163 They, for anstance, with a band of adawant hink tho
cowdibility of the Gaspels with the absolute accurncy of tho itiner-
ary of Isewl theought the Wilderness They make Christianity
anener with its Ifeof the amallest mistake be found in tho ages
of the patnarches or in the gencalogies af the priests. Henee, sunce
all v at wtake, the mntortions and evasions u} misguided apologists
trving to pevoncile auch trivial divenaties of statement as that
Joeeph wax ntolen (Gen 871 25 and 40 15) by Malianites and sold
by them to Potiphiar (Gen, 37 - 36y, or that he was sold by his
Lrethiren to Ishmachtes (Gen 3727 28 who sold him to l’uflplnllr
en 39 1 The halders of this theary haneatly think that by
their Theory they honor the Riblo and safe guard s Divine
aathority - But thes are unbelieving Uszzalin steetching out their
hands to gave tho Ark of God. They are hke foolith men who
shoul L epeet progs to §eep thesky from falling,  Tlis theory makes
el an eascunial 1o Revelation {11 be dipraved, 1t ways all is
loat, for that on ita vahdity the Ihivine misston of Jesus Christ, and
the advatim of mankind depend, A Theary wlieh claims to be
of vital importance to the futh of men and their hopes for eternity
mast have ita s tested (0 the atmosg. .

inerrancy by giving many alternative read-
ings, thus conlessing 1ty mability to decis-

New Moderator of the General Assembly of tho 1vely restore the true text in those cases

(\W. and H. 376, 377), andagam, by pointing
out tho existence of a few **primative etrors™
which it is uaable to remove (W. and H. 365, 368). Even the
autographs or origmals vistht not fit the Theory by being inerrent.
Panl used to dictate his epstles to a shorthand writer, snd unless
the amanuen«s were inspired as well es the Apostle, the very first
copres may havo contained shps of his ear and hand.  Bai, granted
the ¢ pies woere inerrant, of what service is that? The autographs
are irvetriovably lost. I'hus, as regards the N.T., tho Verbal
Theory breaks down, owing to the physical fact that no toxt exists
that will fitit,

THE OLD TESTAMENT TEXT.

The Hebrew {and Aramaic, text of the O.T. shows very few
varintions. It 13 the descendant of one MS., which about 135
A D was solected as an exemplar by the Scribies, who suppressed
all its rivaly,  This unifornnty 18 a disadvantage, for it prevents
the same good work being done for the O,T. text that Westcott and
Hort did for that of the NI Wa eannot get within centnries of
the O T. onigroals,  We caunot got belund the ono MS. chosen by
the Seribes,  That various readings cnisted before this chowce of
one MN 18 ahiown by » comparizon of such parallel passages as 2
Sam, 22 and Ps. 18: by quotations 1 the NI and in apocryphal
books; such as the Book of Jubilees, written about the beginning of
the first century, A 1), by the variations in the Samaritan Penta-
teuch, vhich dates from the middle of the 5th century p.c. 3 and by
the gieat and notable variations in tho Septungint, or Greek Bible,
translated i Alexaudria about the mnddle of the 3rd century n.e.
for Prolemy, Kmg of Egypt. In view, tien, of those ancient
variations, tho conclusion is that the Hebrew toxt of the one MS,
selected by the Senibes was not inerrant.  But the Hebrew text so
fixed consisted of consonants only. The vowels were not added
1}l the 6th to the Sth century A.b., so that the text as we have it,
the Maassoretic teat, dates only from that period. Daring all the
previous eenturies, those who read tho Hobrew had to supply the
voncls to the best of tneir ability, The Scritvs had a tradition
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