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frot ail conil>usîîble matter and siored in dry places. Ili s use
care should bc taken that noncofa the dry substance is allowed to
szet tOto contact %vith moist combustible trnatter.

'As regards the blcaching by peroxide. 1 sbould consider that
therr was no danger. cîther front the solutions of peroxide or fromn
niffleriaq nfter thecir treatment wvith the peroxide solutions

THE OROWTH 0F A MARITIME PROVINCE flOUSE.
Nilo%t towns bave. se tu speak. aniadividuality and the cilles

and towvns of thi' Martime l>rovinceq are tia exception tai the rule.
Some are slald, and sober and prim; some are lively and bustling.
sorme even reckl".s Some are sleepy andI secm solely created to en-
able fagged-out holiday seehiers to dreamn away a month in happy
repose anal forgcîfuinexs, ishile some art brisk anad alert, up te date

in most things, and a lttle ahead of even the metropoltan cities in
a few things. Of the latter character is St. John. N.13. Il is flot
ouly a brigbî and brisk city, but there i3 an air of self.reliance about
St John whicli evcry Canadian city does not possess. St John bas
been overwhelmed with fire and flood. and uipheaved witb financial
earthqualis in ils histori'. but il rises out of each calainity as full
of hope as over.

The nierchants of St. John are as enterprising as those of any
othcr cit) ini Canada Tpke the record of 'Manchester, Robertson
& .%llîson. for rexample Somt three or four years ago '£lis CASA-

îî..)ouat.wa i' FAauutcs gave an illustration of the first humble
e afaec i %% uhich they oper.ed business in s S66. They then had a
tioor space of t .Goo feet . nov tbcy bave 105.000 square ieet. and
tlie accompanying are illubtrations of the vanotas buildings they

accupy Stoce the last description of thrir establishments wbich
appcarcd in the journal. tbey have acquired the wholesale dry
goods buildtig occupsed byr the late firm of D)aniel î I3oyd, and
have takem in a large block facing on Germain sîrret. but

dlrectly connected wiîh the main office block. By thesi
accessions they have been ennbled to enlarge several de-
parttnents, and adld new orles. among which is a dcpartment of
stationery and fancy goods for strait general stores, and a depart.
ment of men's ready-made clothtng The Daniel & I3oyd block is
turned into a -wholesale package deparîment.- one of the ad.
mirable features o! the Germain street building is a lraveler's
sample room, wbich ix laid out on an original plan flot equalled
by any arrangement the wriler bas yet seen in Canada - or else.
wbere for the matter of that. There a.e 56o biais ranged in tiers.
These bins are allotted t0 the various travelers, who are known by
numbers and flot by naines, and a plant uf each tier ix maapped out
at the ha±ad o! the rnge, siath eaclh travtIer's relatiun therto. TIse
system of book-keeping is so simphified to correspond with tbis
design that the travelers' order deparîment works almost auto-
mattcally.

NERCHANT TAILONS.

Some months âgo we called attenation in our editorial columns
to the growing clothing trade in the United States and the large
profits made by sente of the bouses there. Our tende is increatting,
and st season undoubtedly saw a miuch larger tomr over than any
season yet, in spite of the dull limes. Yet the merchant tailor-
ing branch o! the trai10 is not yet receiving the attention which it
deserves. The Anican WooI anad Coltt» Reporter, in a recent
issue, says -1*The systemt of merchant tailoring bas becomte a great
factor in the cloîbing business of to.day, and while il bas in maoy
parts o! the country usurped the position of the country tailors. it
seems to be working side'by side witb the read '.vmade clotbing
business. The fact that many of the largest and best-knowr cloth-
iog bouses are agents for one or another o! the merchant tailors is
proof positive that there is a detnand for botb. The clothier cao
do a custom business wiabout investing a cent more capital and~
compete easily with the regular custom tailors of the towvn. This
is a business that bas sprung into existence witbir about 15 years.
and has now grown ta enor mous proportions. To be able ta have
a suit of clothes made t0 order. according to your own measure-
ments, sent by mail. is very alluring to many. and a trial of the
business by one large concern in Chicago-the pioneers-proved

* that it wsas a ready source of profit. sspecially from districts far
remuved fromt the large cies. and people who bad bitherto made
their purchases of ready-made clotbing front tbe local dealer,
turned their trade over t0 the mail department of this bouse. The
natural result bas been t0 establish agencies in many of the chties,
somne in clothiog stores and others exclusively for tbis business.

Thére are undoubtiedly more clothing stores now wçho do than
who do net have tbe agency ai soine one of the large merchant tailors.
Advertisiaig malter is furnisbed theni, samples. measuremeol blanks,
and in fact il is as near as possible the "royal road tc business-
Tbey have the store. there is no extra help required, no investmnent.
no !,tock o! goods It is au easy -,ay to combine thet wo branches
of the clothing business A few years ago, wben a large number
of merchant tailors had sprung loto existence in Chicago and New
York.' competition begaa to reduce price, and as a natural conse-
quence the quality o! tbe goods suffered. and some ai the bouses
* gave up ibis business. declaring that there was no

profit in it, and tbat honest goods could flot be made
7- at the prices paid. This bad a depressiaig efct for a

lime, but new business methods introduced by otherz.
u- bouses gave il a fresb lease of laie. and to-day the

mail order department is a strong factor in the trade.

The first way in svhich these garnients were moade
*.. was hy what is imown te the trade as tbe -wholesale

custom - metbod. that is. tlac bouse had a set of pat-
teras to fit nearly all requiremeots in shape and sire.
and wbea filling an order. the cutter wvould select

the pattern corresponding as near> as possible ta the measuremnents
and depend upon the knigbt o! lte thrcad and needle " to make it
right . for instance, here as an order calling fur 353 ioch chest ; the
neareat pattern may be 36, wbich lx used, and wben the garment ix


