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AMERICAN INDIAN TEXTILE WORK.

The Indians of the south in carly times made very handsomo
carpets. They had awide hemp that grew about siw feet high in
open, rich level lands, and which usually ripened in July It is still
found growing wild  When it was fit for use thoy pulled, steeped,
peeled and beat it, and the old women spun §t off the distafls with
wooden machines, having some clay on the middles of them to
hasten the motion. When the coarso thread was preparod they
put it into a frame about six feet square, and, fnstead of a shuttle,
they thrust through the thread with a long cane having alarge
string through the web, which they shifted at every sccond course of
the thread. When they had thus finished their arduous labor thoy
painted each side of thy carpet with such figures of various colora
as thelr fruitful imaginations devised, particularly the images of
those birds and beasts they were acquainted with, aod like-
wiss of themselves, acting in their social and martial
stations. The Muscogees, Ume out of mind, passed the
woof with a shuttle, having a couplo of threads which they
moved with the hand so as to ¢nable them to make good dispatch,
something after our carly manner of weaving. The women were the
manufacturers of these fabrics. Buffaloes® wool was extensively used
for spinning and weaving. The Choctaws made turkey-feather blank-
ets with the long feathers of the neck and breast of that large fowl,
The inner end of the feather was twisted and made fast in a strong
double thread of hemp or coarse twine made of the inner bark of
the mulberry tree.  These threads were then worked together after
the manner of a fine netting. The long and glittering feathers im-
parted to the outside of the blankets a very pleasing appearance,
Such fabrics were quite warm. Their head ornaments of feathers
were also very beautiful, Various clays and the juices of roots,
barks, berries and plante were employed in dyeing their manufac-
tures. Tassels of the hair of deer, colored red, were held in special
esteem,

Tur general meeting of the Commercial Travelers' Associa-
tion of Canada was held on December 7th, in Toronto. There was

a large attendance of members, and tho president, Robert H. Gray,
occupled the chair. Tha annual report of the secrotary James
Sergeant, showed an increase in membership and a su.stastia
addltion to the reserve fund. The folfowing officors for the ensu-
ing year were clected by acclamation: President, R H. Gray:
first vice-president, R. J. Orr, second vice-president, C. E Kyle,
tecasurer, J. C. Black, The chlef topic of discusaion at the meet.
ing was the wretched sanitary arrangements of the hotels in the
smaller towns and country places in Ontasio.

Tug Japaness are bound to enter the world of commerce. A
few years ago, a flannel manufacturer of Thuringia received two
Japanese workmen into his factory. After a stay of two years they
quietly left his service, and returned to their own country. The
manufacturer had an enormous trade with Japan, but shortly after-
ward bis trade ceased entirely. His two Japanese workmen had
studied his methods down to the smallest details, and when they
returned to Japan erected a factory after tae German model. Be-
fore loug tho rest of the world is hound to feel thte influcnce of
Japanese enterprise. Their skill, industry and cheap labor are sure
to make themselves felt. ‘The sooner this is recognized by the trade
unifons the better it wiil be for our industries.

AT the annual menting of the dry goods section of the Toronto
Board of Trade, John D, Ivey, president, o~cupied the chair. In
his annual address the chairman tonched upon a number of mat.
ters of great moment to the dry grods trade, and in fact to all
branches of Canadian commerce, and made some practical sugges-
tions which may bear fruit in the future, The address was not
lengthy, but it was practical, and showed a grasp of the situation
and ability to put some points cencisely but suggestively. The
treasurer submitted his statement, which shiwed a balance on
hand, The election of the executive committeerasulted as follows:
Messrs. J. D. Ivey, Andrew Darling, J. Short McMaster, W T
Brock, J. K. Macdonald, Wm, Blackley, and T. O. Anderson. And
the committee has chosen Mr. Andrew Darling, chairman, and Mr.
J- Kidston Macdonald, deputy chairman.

~

‘Weston oon Mills

This valuable Seven-Set Mill, including 25 acres
of Liand, with 10 dwellings, etc., is now offered FOR
SALE. It containg seven sets of 60-in. manufactur-
ing Cards, 2,500 Spindles (Tatham Mules), 45 Broad
Liooms, and all other machinery to match. It is
advantageously situated on the banks of the Huinber
river, and has an excellent water power.

Weston is a suburb of Toronto, on the Main Lines of the
Grand Trunk and Canadian Pacific Railways, haviag also an elec-
tric car service direct to Toronto,

As this finc property is offered at very reduced figures, an
eminently favorable opportunity is afforded to intending pur-
chasers.

1 also have for sale, 1 set of 48-1n. C. ta 0f 60~
in, Cards, 4 Tatham la'ulo:f 0 Broad msz‘ ?Eno ::;

b4
G £ Chinchilla Machines, 8 60-in, Shod C.
g‘&. ling Machines, 8 Shoddy ?iokon. 1 Rag (xi)yumr. eta,,

GEQRGE REID, 118 Duke St., Toronto.

THE — .

CURTIS

WATER
4 PRESSURE
ga REGULATOR

Is guananteed to
deliver street or

ump pressure
nto pipes at any
desired press-
ure, and, how-
ever the outside pressure may fluctuate,
will deliver uniformly and permanently
atthe point at which itis set. It obvi-
ates wear and tear by water-hammer or
concussion in pipes, and reduces inter-
mittent hydraulic pressmra to any de-.
sired pressure,
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