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.deities, forbade the thouglht of propagating jthese solemnities, it is evident that their Wh,),,
their religious opinions. lid one request a character %vas opposed to the idea of henefit.
iailor to cease froni the adoration of Neptune, ting mankind generally by their diffusion.
*or a soldier from that of Mars, hoe would be Their gospel was only introduced for the
listened to with astonislinient and ridicule. select few,-not for thae multitude. In pe.
If asked to transfer tlîeir reveronce to Vulcan rusing the Old Testament, nothi>g is Inom
or Ceres, for exanuple, iitstead, these feelings singuar than the opposition of the M,%oasi
of contempt would hc ixîcreased. 1"MNy good law, uto the use of groves as places of wor.
friend"' would the first say, I arn a sailor, ahi1>; and the uniform inciination of the IS.
nlot a mechanic ;" and th,; second ; IlI ain a raelites, when they lapsed into idolatry, to
soldier, flot a fitriner." So far was the diver- frequent these gloomny reces9e.s. The ç;ame
sity of deities carried, according to the varn- practice seems to have beci> common atnong
ous qualities inipersonated, that the Greeks ail nations. Now iL is quitC certain that tbe
had one god wbo was worshipped as the iii- efiects were immoral iii the highest degrec.'
carnation of hlind imp)etuositv upon the battle But to engage in immorality was not the os.
field, and anoflier Nwho was supposed to er- tenaible reason why the worshippers conceaje
«aide over organization and method in warlirkl their rites in suelo plaes. Like the Druids
arrangements, either or both. of ivhichi they ion Britain, the profcssed objeet was t'a 'Veà'
invoked, according to circumnstances. from the uninitiated the my8terieus cerenionie

Since the ideas of loeality and of limited which wero avowed to enibody the highbeg
juidietion ivoere thus attached to the imagin- knowledge. Wo know the tendency of sees.
ary duties of nntiquity, to transfer their wor- ina- mystery to pique curiosity, -hom- it fQ
shîp from one place to ainother was evideîîtly us vith awe of those already adniittedl, aný
imipossible, and would no moGre ceur to them, invests themn with an authority to which, Othe.
than the attempt te bring the elimnato of En,-- wise they would not dare to lay claini. 'Ihu
land toHindostan,%vould tous. But in addition overe the Israelites, alroady suffieiently repeU
a.lI this, heathens Nvould not undortake the froin Jehovah hy the feit contrast betweea
labors of inissionaries if thero had existed purîty and lpoer, aiid their corruption a
ought in their systeius capable of being adapt- feebleness, nt ail times ready to yield to t
ed to such a purpose. In confection with seductions of those wbo promnised to unfol
isome of the temples, tho wvorship of some of to them, in the worslaip) of the groye, the
the gods of antiquity, there were mysteries as crets of the univerao. In opposition to
they were termod ; te the k nowledge of whith, this, it seems to have been an object of pecu
canýdidates, after undergoing a certain proba- liar interest in the Mesaic law, Vo rea3d
tion, and performing proseribed ceremionies, every act of social worship a publie tzaossa
'were cautious1v admitted. The treasures of tien. No secret rite, like these of the ligy
informnation possessed by the initiated were, as tia4s, or Greeks was allowed. Every religia
thcy boasted, immense. They, supported their ceremony wa8 performned in tlae open Viewo
pretentions by the garb of secresy with ;vhich the world, and aecordingly during the vari
they esishroudef-d their every movement, and ous, reforniations which occurred undcc t
by the magnificent spectacles which, the1 devis- reign of pious kings iii Judah, 1ho 'in
ed at stnted intervals, for- the gratification and m hirzal, by cutting down the gravies il
awo of the multitude. They professed to be ithe people burnt incense tcj idols. 'The on]
ablo te solve ail the difficuit questions regard- exception to this. pul>licity iii Judaismn was tI

'n the creation of the world, the existence of iannual visit of the high priest to the holy o
evi, in the univorse, and the like, which have holies,-a portion of the sanctuary which
,ever distracted mankind; and to teach how aloue was pormnitted ta enter. But eivei
to satisfy all the ardent longings, more eape- j this case, the whole of the ceremnovies whi-
tcially for eternal life, wloich agitate the hunian 1o lieas te perforni, were strictly defined in
beart. But their professions were only a! book open to tho inspection of any of
splendid hypocrisy. Thoso who werc admnit- people; and the ùbjeet was, iiot to ternfe
ted to an acquaintance %vîth the empty delu- so recv, but to impress an igynorant ni
sions of wvhieh the mystenies were c(mposed, iwith the aNvftl sanctity of Jehiovaht.
wero provented indeed, hy the most soleinii 'fle view taken ion this article of the hea
and dreadful oaths from revealing what they idea of God, is illustrated Ibv the account
Ioad wittiesscd ; andl perbaps, in part, by a tained inii i. Kings, xvii., eof tho people %Th
feeling of shamne at7the nîzaner in ,Nhich they Shalmneneser transfizrtd, from Balfflon
'had sut l'red ilîcinselves to bi, deoeived. It is elsowhere to tho cities of Samaria wlàene
protty ivoîl ascertained aiso, that iii connec- lîad carricd ziway the laraelites into catisi
lioon with sotne of dhcŽm the utmost laseiviouq- These pecople Ibeing tee Iimiited ion nuaiber
ness and debauchery 'were allowed, if net check the undue increa8e of wild bcasts,

enjoined,-an additiona1 roaqon why the real enibed the misfortunes which befell theon
facts of the case shnuld noV hc lightly reveal- thei anger of Jehovao, tht~ "God cf the ]an
et!. For, in that event, thr initiated, instead whorn they knew flot how to worship. Vri
of winning the reverence of the people at jwere accordingly sent out te instruct tinta
large, wou1à speedily beconie the victims of1 to "lthe answer of the Qed of the la
theirwrath. But whatovcr might be the real while at the sarne time, they continued
know1cedge emmnnuuicaoted by admission Vo their owin lheues, or wlien several belon-,


