panions, Lukea. anather ¢old bey,” told me
sfterwards that Bala’s uvele and his friends
had bheen saying to him that his illnese came
fram hit ueel cting the worhip of their house
hold idel, and Bala had answered, ¢ Though |
shanld die, T will not worship the ido’." He
told Lukea that his faith was in Christ, We
mies him mueh at Sanday Sclical and teach-
ers’ meeting, and it in touching to hear how
the villagers rpeak of him,

¢ The attendance at Shadashui Peit School
ie better than it was six menths ago. Be-
tween sixty and seventy on the roll.

“ 8 is a faithful teacher there, and de.
sites ahove all things the conversion of the
children,

¢ 1 had & visit lately from the hushand of
one of our Orphanage girls married four years
ago, and now living in the Nizam’'s tersitory,
He Lirought & very good report of Sally’s wel-
fare, and he looked altegether improved since
I had last seen him, the day Rally went off.
He is a seheolmaster and lay reader under the
., M. 8, and hears a very good character.
Thev live in a little village where there are
twenty or thirty eonverts, ahout twenty miles
from the head station, so Sally, as schoolmas-
ter's wife, has a good sphere of influence.”

JAPAN FOR JESUS.

R. SamMuURa, 8 Japanese student at
Princeton. recently gave an inter-
esting address about the pregress
of Christianity in his native c.oun-
Ttry. In 1859 came the first mis.
" “sionary to Japan, and for ten years
no progress was made, so that people might
say that money and time were being wasted.
In 1872 the first church was organized in Yo-
kohama, having twelve church members, in.
cluding five or six of his friends.  In 1874 he
himselt became a Christian, and he has seen
God speeding the cause ever since, The cus-
toms of the country were all at first unfaver.
able to Christianity; even the calendar made
every fifth day a day of rest, so that Christian
converts cou'd not have their Sahbath, and
the year began two months later than the
Christian year.  But eleven years ago the Go-
vernment reformed the calendar, aud appoiut-
¢d the Sunday of the Christians as the day of
rest.  This change went strongiv against
Puddhism, as it disarranged all its festivals.
Then another Christian church was established
in the city of Tokio, with ten to fifteen mem.
bers—a chureh without a building in which to
worship, without liymn-booke, or nice musie,

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.
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and withe ut a Bitle, the missionaries nnt being
mantern of the language of the people.  The
young men who joined this chureh were sepa-
rated from fither and mother hecause they
beeame Christiang,  Notwithstanding these
obutacles, new clhinrches were started in various
places.  Then  Government intemlueed the
common sehionl svstem an 1478 for all Japan,
rendering attendance compu'sory upen  the
young of bath sexies.  Next Government gave
all people the nght to bury their own dead,
without handing them over to the ceremonies
of the Buddhist priests.  And within the last
two vears the connection of the Buddhist
Chureh and the State has been anunulied, o

jthat now full religious liberty is ellowed.
i There are now 130 Protestaut churches and

10,000 church members in the whale conntry,
most of them under native pastors.  Every
vear 2 marked by revivals of religion. He
was surprised to find dead churches and ¢4dry™
l»myer-nwe?ing« on Lis arrival in our Christian
and.  In Japan the prayer-mestings are very
frequent, and youung men will be secn praying
at them with tears for their fathers and mo-
thers.  All the members want to be doing
something, so they have sent their own miis-
sionaries to Corea. They have also set up
street preaching in Jajan.  And he expeets
that, by the close of this centurv, Japan will
no longer he a mission-ficld, but itselt a Chris.
tian country. Now, however, they have three
churches tor one minister, and thev are greatly
in neea of more missionaries. The need is
more urgent because sceptical books are heing
published and circulated 1 the countrv, so
that the struggle is likely to be between Christ
and infidelity.

POETIC GEMS FOR YOUNG AND OLD.

THE MAYFLOWFR.

% M}T blroms not in the summer's sun,
Y When days are bright and long :
* And far and wide the bhthesome birds
4 Fill all the air with song,
4 5 Nor when the golden autumn flings
S, ¥ Its glories o’er the land,
And richly fruitful harvest fields
Invite the reuper’s hand.
But while as yet the storing are oat,
And winds of winter } low,
The harbinger of brighter days,
It blooms amid the snow.

A~ ’/V
—

s

3

It blooms heneath the forest trees,
And on the mountain gide,

And where the mighty river rolls
In all its strength and pride.



