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Tolnr]>; . jdgqand aqsociations of al
sorts, ((i *l t1l.i 11111 iind tirne'for study
R1141 careCtil 1preparatîion for the pulpit
be ii,(litaiii- e(l witlî ail modemn research
and iître n* lul public questions, in
idiort to have qou d viewi on these and
a tlîotî.;ittil other matters and so to el-
preis f hein that nobody will be ofi'end-
ed. T1'h"e lie would be told are soine
of the things exjîe'ied o? this class of

1le an imagine such a stra nger con-
eluàdisîgr that, every provision would b2
maie loi the support of' so laborious aà
cla,, ut' men. Ile would natnrally dis-
course soinetluing as follows. «You tll
nie these meix are not inspired and there-
fbre have to nieditate upon the probleins
b fibre theni like others, they must study,
mu>t gather wisdoni laboriously-they
must 1 perceive give ail their time to
the work. 1 conclude then that each
congrregation ivili give an ample compe-
tence Io its own mi-iister and provide
for bis support in old age when lie re-
tires froin active ivo k. "What would be
laiî asoaiAiment on hearing in reply that
save iii city churches the income is about
that of a stone mason or skilled artizan,
aîxd that nc provision i,; made for old
age-thnt iwhile clerks, fight-lîouse, keep-
ers an!i officiais in ail public departnicats
wlmose whole time is given to the publie
service have iander ait civilized govern-
ments a provision provided for old age
the Christian Cixurcli lias not yet attain-
cd to this wise arrangement.

Thc resuit of ail tiais is tdi the Churchi
js let t to comiulain of thp difficulty wc
bave in persuading iiinisters to remain
in Ihis country. One after another they
wonder away and the walls of' our Zion
are left desolate. Who is to blame forthis.
The usuai answer is that it iii owing to
the poverty of our people or their want
of liberality. A litle reflection will
soon show thc fallacy of this. If there
is no fund from which undcrpaid or agcd

in d intirm ministers can be assisted

whloQe fauit is it. The blame may pro-
periy lie between ail partieii, but i.learly
the clergy as the recogu ized leaders of
the churcli are not free from responsi-
bility. It lis true they may have ofteni
spoken of such a sehemne, but no scheme
can gzo forward w;thout efficient organiza-
tion, and whose duty is it to proponnd
such a sceeie to set the machine ia
motion, to impress public opinion with
itâ importance, to argue down opposition.
The laity cani not give time and thought
to it. Let the clergy to whom the peo-
pie look for guidance take the work ln
hand. True, as a rule the clergy shrink
from sud', a task. Craving for money
is a disagreeable work at best, eveni
wher. interested motives are ont of the
question, and most of themi prefer to
squifer in silence rather than speak ont.
Our own opinion is tbat ia this they
greatly err. Set a reasonable seheme
before our people and thcy will rcspond
as tbey have always done he'irtily and
liberally. Let ecdi kirk session conra-
gously take it up-they need not be
afraid of grumbling. Truc some will
grumble, but that is a hcalthy siga,
rather thin otherwise. It is a sign the y
feel it riglit to give, but find it hard to
do so-their libermility will imaprove
under judicious pressure.

We understand that the Rcv. C. D unu
bas preparcd a sehemne whieh promises
to meet this want in a large measure.
Hie propose-s to maise annually a sum of
nioney to be invcstcd until the amoun.
reaches, say, sixteen thonsa.id dollars.
In time the revenue from tbis fund will
amount to in round numbers a thou,-
and dollars a year. This wonld be us-
ed in snpplcmnni weak charges ; and
in the event o? any minister retiring from
active dnty through iii health or old age
he mighit have a smail aliowance given
hlm annually frcrn this fund. There i8
nothing new or revolutionary in the
seheme. The temporalities fund of the
kirk in old Canada, the Sustentation

161


