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gina, Moose Jaw, etc., that have a partinl commission plan.
Guelph, for instance, has a partial commission plan. Thess com-
missioners act independently of the council. At Belleville Lot
long ago they did away with a couneil of some twenty odd
members, and replaced thein by a council of ten. All are elected
by the city at large. It was only in 1912 that St. John r¢-
ceived its charter. The President of the Board of Trade, Mr.
J. M. Rovinson, in April of tkis year made this statement: ‘ Com-
mission government has been particulanly successful from both
business and political standpoints, though ii is too soon to
pass judgment. The better administration of departments, the
business-like handling of business, the faet that political in-
fluence is eliminated—are features that cannot faH to impress
even the most casunal.’

**In Westmount they have a enuncil of four and a mayor.
One of the ex-aldermen said that (.e men of Westmount found
they could not give sufficient tiwe to their ¢cwn business and
also to thr city’s business, they were permitted to make this
rhange and in less than a year they appointed a business man-
ager. He gets $5,000 a year and his duties are the administra-
tion of civie affairs.. He is responsible only to the council.
They can dismiss him whenever they see fit, and will do so,
I presume it he does not do what they think he ouzht to do.

*"In the western cities they s-em to be very eaxer to try ex-
periments, more so than eastern cities. Edmonton has a par-
tis] commission. Two comimiesioners were elected by the council
and the mayor is one ex-officio. In a report from Kdmonton
it does not seen: to have been particularly successful. 'There was
constant friction between the council and the commissioners.
The council was constantly encroaching upon the functivns of
the commissioners.

““They have a eommission in Port Arthur. For instance, the
railroad between Port Arthur and 1 ort William is under a
commission, hut the city clerk in writing to me said that they
had discussed the commisgion plan some three or four years ago,
hut it was now farther off than it was then and they feel satis-
fied thet our form will give them good government."’




