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Indian woxwan claimed that she toolc Topsy once and that waà fromn a Mà%inister ln Nee-
because lier mottier threw fier away; but pawa; but now that I have Iearned of Rim
Topsy says that they quar.relled over lier, 1 tell my father and niother and they say
and this wvoman toolc lier so that she could they believe in Hlm too." Pour of our girls
looki after lier chulûren while she wvas at are members of Knox Churcli, but -ýve belleve
work; and many a Urne has this chuld of niany more are trusting Chirist for salvation.
five years been seen going Up and down tuwn The parents now see the usefulness of
-%lth a papoose strapped oni her back. schiooi life, for where once it was almost an

In fanding out froni Topsy lier first im- endless task to persuade these parents to
pressions of school life, she says: I cried seaid their chiidren to sehool, they now brlng
wlîen they took me tiiere because 1 did not theni w'hen old enougli; and whcre once rua-
lnow anyone, but wvhen tiiere twvo weeks I away chiidrcn wvere hidden and siiielded, they
liked it, for 1 thouglit they were kind to me. are now brought proniptly back.
Whlen hearing people talk English 1 thouglit V/e had a very good example the otiier
1 would neyer Iearn to speak that way. day. A boy rau away in the evening and

It is almost incredible that in a few short the uext maorning we watchcd the mother
years, a child accustomcd to roani the wçoods bringing him across the prairie holding hlm
winter tnd summer, almost naked, could lie by onle hand and in the other a gad fuliy
takcen in and made fit to go out into homes t.ix feet long. A ver",- few years ago this
wliere dainty things are lcept :ýnd be trusted sanie wofian had grave doubts of thec useful-
to sweep, dust, etc., and especially to ,have ness of a sehool.
chlldren entrusted «t lier care ; but sucli The tcpee work is an outeome of school
lias been the case îvitli our girls, three of life, for if any of these chuldren must rcturn
wvhom are at service. to life on the reserve, a corresponding work

Especially wvould I speair of Topsy to- should go on ia tiiese homes 50 that the in-
niglit, because the predietion lias frequently fluences may flot drag them dowawards.
been made that if anything couîd be miade The work we try to do is to gain the con-
of lier, there would bc liope for al,. In the fidence of ail. How closely they watcifellyou.
home of AMrs. B3rown, wliere sfic lias been for B-3w qulck to deteet anythiug that dues net
tlie last year, she is giving goed satisfaction -ive tlicm thue justice they think tliey de-
and fouad very trustworthy. lIer workz serve. We visit every tepee as often as pos-
consists of washing, ironing, scrubbiug, sibie, compliment them upon any improve-
assisting in balcing, cooking, etc., and lie- ment either in their homes or on their
cause of lier kindly disposition the childrcn person.
are entrusted to lier care. Topsy also rea- We have one obstacle and that is thc oppo-
lizes the duty of helping others, for of bier sition of the medicine men. They are espe-
wages she always lays aside a part. When eially active now and have been since last
<'ollections -'vere being mnade for the India, sunimer, for they thiinl t-ic -vork of the
famine fund she willingly placed a dollar la Mission is lesseaing their power. Last
the pflate. .suînmer thiere, were a number of deatlis and

We have neyer less than 25 chidren board- threp of these were given a Christian burial.
ing in the sehool and at present 27. Four- lEspecially at the last werc tlicy determ-
teen of this, number are o! sueli an age as to ined to have their way, and I thîak if ever
makie more work than tliey do, and as the 1 feit fepar creep over me, it was as wc stond
children have no other help than Mliss Fraser that eveaing by the corpse ready to put it in
and myself, ail the washing. ironing. mend-, the cofFin we had mnade ourselves at thc
ing, darning, cooking and baRinz is donc by séliool. A numier of stalwart Indians came
a few girls flot over flfteen years of age. lu. tallking very loud and saying if we buried

The balring of bread consists of about !hat ehid according to our rites they would
seveuty loaves per' ivecl. Taie out .of the ahi die and it iras because the missionary
day four hours in which the chidren are camp among themi that s0 *many werec dyingy.
tauglît a common sehool education and you WAe reasoned with thien and said it must
wihl sec what a busy life these children Iead. Dp as flic mother said. If she wished a

In holding forth the virtues of thiese chl- ChDristian burial we would give it; if accord-
dren 1 do no>t mean that tliey are faultle5ss: ing to Indian custorn we would not inter-
thcy have their fauits, but I doubt if la the fere. After long moments of waiting theY
end tliey are any more grievotis than our earried the coffn to the Churcb where Mr.
own. 1 often flnd that îvhere thcy fail 15 E Brown conducted service. Now bchind
just aloug the line -îvhere ive hiave Dccii too tlh& ('Diurci there is a burying groilnd ~il
cxacting. Whiat should ive expect o! clliii- four graves side by side; but to showr how
dren with only a fcw years' trainin away riustom st111 rules, a few Sabbaths ago the
froni homes tliat are flltlîy and influences qnow was ail clcared away -an.d apples, and
that are degrading ? biscuits placed on the> graves for the spirits.

Ia questioning the children as to their il '\nother hindrancc is the ««pow-wow ' and
pressions of school life thcy al] say thcy are '",Dakota wvorship." These the miedicine
,_,ad they came to scliooi so that now they: meni iltce to have wlicn wc have our gather-
eau earn tlîeir own living; and cspecialiv iugs and aiuyone invited incurs tic dis-
ivere vc struck with tie answcr o! one «il lileasure of the medicine mca if thcy refuse;
îvho said -I amn giad 1 came to schuooi to so you may sec the courage neeCicd to with-
learn of Christ. 1 neyer heard of hlm but -stand. Fior a long tinie these gatherings


