
YOUNG FRIENDS' REVIEW.

Mr. Whitman visited aur own Forest
City, reaehing here in the montli of
J une and remaining for several w'eeks.
%Ve can stili recali b is wc.1-roportioned
forrn, standing six féet higbi, with a
profusion of gray hait' and beard,
dressed in gray clothes; b is pleasant,
fresh looking face always ivearing a
caim look of repose ; bis voice wvas at-
tractive and musical. To know the
nian ivas to love birn. I-le had a passion
for nature in ail its f oris ; lie wvas
specially fond of ebildren and flowers.He was seldomn seen on Dundas street
without a "buttonhole' in bis coat.

I)uring the American war witbi the
South lie spent much of bis time in the
northern hospitals, comifo ting and sus-
taining the sick and the dying-no
matter wvbethcr hie wore tic uniformi of
the North or tbe South, ail humanity
was alike ta lîinî - s.ndingi home mes-
sages ta the mothers and frieiîds of the
wounded and dcad.

Mr. WVhitman wvas a man of unruffled
temperameni, and thougli lie wvas Ioved,
iii nany instances passionately, by s0
large a numiber of individuals, yet by
others lie was tieated %viîl ridicule and
contempt, stili hie neyer retaliated, nor
wvas hearci to conîplain, but always
turned off any adverse expression or
eritieisnî witli compassion or a kind
word. He neyer delcnded Iîiniself
wlîethcr tic attacks were miade iii pri-
vate or in the public press ; lic appear-
cd ta deemn any defense of himself as
unnecessary, believing tlîat bis life and
works were quite suthicent. There
wvill be many îîîourners to day over bis
cold corpsz and bis open grave. 1-fe
biimself bas neyer feared deatb, hcliev-
ing thiat bie wbo was lus Creator and
Preserver is able in death as ini life and
tbrouglîout ail eternity ta hold bimi safe
in bis everlasting amnis. Suehi faith as
Mr. Whitman possessed is gi vet ta na
ardinary ian. He writes
««M'y foothold is tenon'd and rnortis'd ini

granite.
I laugh at what yn-u criIl dis~solution,
And I L-nowv the arnpri'i1adè of uirne."

%ho hats nQ had his soul -4irrect

witlî deepest errnotion as lie read bis
beautiful ode to deatb, froni wbieh the
following lines are quoted :
«"Corne lovely and sootbing dentb,
In the day, in the night, to al, to each,
Sooner or later, dt lcate death
Praised lie the f:ithornless universe,
For life anîd joy and for ohj-cis and know-

ledgc curjous,
And for love, sweet love-but praise ! praisel1

praise!
For the sure enwinding armns of cool, enfold.

ing death.
Over tbe tree-tops I float tbee a song,
Over the rkýintz andi singing waves, over the

inyriati fields and the prairies wide,
Over the dense-packed chties ail, and the teeaî-

I float thscrl ihjy with joy to thee,
oh, death."

-Western (London, Canada) Ativertiser.

Walt Whitman was recognized by
the greatest pocts of the day, îîotably
by Tennyscn, as a brother poet, sa tlîat
bie catînot be denied a position on Par-
nassus. Fa niost [)eopie ail but a fewv
of lus poenîs ivili seeni, whîat lie bini-
self playfully called tlien, ' barbarie
ya'vps." One or twa of tliem, lîow-
ever, apl)eal to ail loyers of poetry be-
cause of their tender n-elody, intense
feeling, warnî sympathy, and tic magie
whieh is beyond description. Perbaps
the nîost popular of these is tbe first
of the series cailed " Sea-Drift,» begin-
ning:

Out of the cradile endlessJy rocking,

Ta many people Walt Whitman was
mucli more tban a poet-he was a
praphet, a seer, a founder of a ncw
era, the author of a riew systemn of
ethies. Sanie of the keenest-minded
men on this continent, anc or two in
Canada, hiave a boundless belief in
him, and wcre devoted tr hini as dis-
ciples ta a master. To ail but thie few
tlîis attitude seenîs simply unacecunt-
a ble.-AlontreffI W'ïtness.

Whn .spt-iids befare. lie thrives, wvili
beg before Iiéê thinks.

Nabocly ever g-ets ta be any better


