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exptesss it, "1 t diitèr rroin, tiat Confcs-
sion in the qxillt.itjtt or, fittie ot'doctrine
contaitied ini it." Fihe)' kncw, too, that,
in answvering afliriii.txvely to Ille Ihturîl
question, they had arxknoiledged the con-
tinucd obligAtio of' the Covcnantz,N-
tionl atid Soienmu Leante. Mivn of
thexui, howevcr, liaving departed iront
this Eiti of which they had ma'b. a pro-

1Lession, and according to the principles
of whichi îhey werc engagx'd to trainx tup
lthe peoipie ivito wvcrc placcîl under their
charge, the attcnmpt inoN te bc inate %vas,
not tu conceal or (teny rIxe change whichi
liaxi cone over theni, but ta accox.no-
date the standards to the new fith wvhich
they liad cuxbraced.

The Synomi to whomn Mr Fraser'q pe-
tition was presenxed, were not untwillbng
to make the attempt. They appointed a
commnitec" Il0 briiig in an overttlTe for
uniting, the niembers of this court in their
sentiments rcspecting the powver given in
otxr Confession of' Faiflh to the civil ma-
gistrate in niatters of rcligion, and res-
pecting the obligation of our national Co-
venant upon postcrity-" In that: coin-
mîtic, it wvas objected te the lirst part of

t he said [second] question, as requirinq
on approbation qf the tlîole doctrine of
the Confessiont, because said Confe2ssion
gives greater power to the civil niagis-
trate in niatters of' religin than to many
seeriis agrceable to hc WVord of' God.-
Af'ter long reasonng, it 'vas xnovcd, "lthat
saixi doctrine of our Confession, respect.

ngthe nxagistrate's power, and et our
1Co0-venants, be a matter of' firbearatice."

.Sotwithstanding the opposition of sonie
fiihful mnen iii RIle coiiiiiittee, who en-
tered their dissent, this motion %vas carri-
ed Stiil further, the coxunittee, knowv-
in- thiat an adherencc te the Con6ýssion
of Faith, as it iwas x'ecciveid by fie As.wyz-
«il, 1647, bounid thein to the whole of' ils
doctrine, agrced te recommcnd that the
e.xpression "as the said Confbýssion andl
Catechisnis wvere received and approven
hy [lie Acts eo' the (3cntrai Assenxith'-,

1 (;-17, anid 1 , shoii bc Ieft out of' the
":econd questîion, .- nd, inteaxit- thereof. dxce

I*ollowîxxg-. Iortis :S11oxxd hc snhbstituîcd
-~ As 'onfeissionx atit Calcehuliq ivere

'IeiVetl anid zipl)i'ovv(tl !)y the Axt c'ttlxe,
.A.,sociiale Syt-oi, I17--," tuie tenior of'
wvhich Ar't Lh'ey px'.ujiOscd should. bu lis
t'LIIIOW.s

I'F*ie Aszocî.tc Sx txod lxerelk' der'iare
ibuir ata:d.t t hd eîxxx Ct ix

Wcatixîet ,i-Jsos (if IitlndCa-
tex-IsxxtsLx !X-i- axx'~ %ortct'. Ii %vere

aAi ,::dttvRt (ext-x i'i Asý>Vttli !V of îlx'

Cixrcit of Scotini, in ilie veax-s 1ti.î
-n fIR ; at the sxine tix trct e

rlat'itxg that Itllou1711 tlxey ViSl to fa
God anti lionotxr <lie King, andI conside-
sxxîjection 10 the powcrs f iat are ts (11x
iinîxormant dxxiv incuuixent on ail îxxx-x;
vet, ai; tho pxower respect ing religion as-
ux'ibed to the civil uxiagîstrare in sal>t! c'on-
l'e.,sion atîd Larger <3ateciiix. as ako lit
tixe national Covenaixt of Seotianti, axet!
the Soh-xnw ie-age ani Col exxanî, itaý
been, and stili is, a îmter ot'tdotbxifu &1,-
pîxtat ion; .1uxong good ani fimiîiilmx xenx,
tixc 8>nodl no longter rnake à af terxi or
mîxnsteri.il andI ehirstian coxtixîîxunion, but

ivili exercisu tombearaxwe %vith brelxreix.
whatever lixeir sentimntns be. on ixat ar-
ticle ,and tiîcy hcreby declare, tixjat the
assent ot' probationcx's at their liceiise,
anxd of ininistcrs anxd eiders lit Iheir ordli-
nation, 10 tiiîe secondx question oflie Vor-
nxlula, is flot inx future, to bu cousiie-xd a4

-an ackrtovlc(ltiuent of saut powerxs
Thle cominittcu, in like rmanner,agî-ecd te
rccomnmend dui:t Ixle foîrtîx ctensttou xin
tiie coxncx slxoxxldt ruil thils t"Do Tou.
with the liuitafions slpueifi-.d in quxesuion
2di-, approve of' oui' covenanîîs xiatioual
and soîcxxxn league, as a ,so.eiiiii engage.
mxent on the part ot' our flathers, to cieux-c
to the truths of Christ, aii to lxan. thexŽa
down 10 sueeeeding- generations ? And
do0 you acknowledge tixat, in virtue of
tîxese, covenants, an additional guilt will
be contracted by present and future g--
xieratioxs, if tley tihiall renoumice these mit'
fornialioix prixiples ?"

The overture containcd ini the,;e re-
comaxendations ofth ie cornmittee camxe te
bc known as te overture otf'crbearance.
RLavin- been read in the Synod, xt 'vas
ordered t0 be I)rinteii, and it 'vas agreed
that it should be fuliy ronsidereu in t a
nxeehino of Sy-nod to bu lieid in 1797.-

There is everv reason to believe tUat,
,when the Syn'od muet in Edl-nburgh in
1797, a majority of the ministers were ftid-
]y prepared to go ail the lemmgti that 'vag
proposed in Ibis overtxîru. lin thu mean
tinte, ltowei-er, the attention ot'mthe peu-
Piu tmad bucuel dim-ectud to txc niovcmnt'xt;
andx, a.- tixuy wore silîl souiff iii their pria-
cipies, te>' porod ixn pettîUons. î'exon-
su'amxngagaî_xs thts atexnpt ho ftîtet' tixe
prO1il: tit whiclî iliey Nwere aoietuxxxiy en-

gxgdto xnlaituin. 'Titis rC1exdere a
cixange of Ueties ncessxmr; lest abreak-
illg upi 0' livl.ogrgtom uiight bc
th-' o(3I f proc-eedîrxg tndisýguis(i>-.auil

'%v,:ix oo uilicix preex1xitatioî, ioxcard5 te
OxjxC iiich the laesemtnpae.

N~iixîcilisent re:tdecean have flmiled te


