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expresses it, ¢ to diller from that Confes
sion in the smallest jot ov rittle of doctrine
contained in it.” ‘They knew, too, that,
in answering aflirmatively to the fourth

nestion, they had acknowledged the con-
tinued obligationi of the Covenants, Na-
tiopal and Solemn ILeagne. Many of
them, however, having departed from
this faith of which they had ma:le a pro-
fession, and according to the principles
of which they were engaged to train up
the people who were placed under their
charge, the attempt now to be made was,
not to conceal or deny the change which
had come over them, but td> acconmo-
date the standards to the new faith which
they had embraced.

‘The Synod to whom Mr Fraser's pe-
tition was presented were not unwilling
to make the attempt. They appointed a
commiittee “ to bring in an overture for
uniting the members of this court in their
sentiments respecting the power given in
our Confession of Iaith to the civil ma-

istrate in matters of religion, and res-
pecting the obligation of our national Co-
venant upon posterity-”” In that com-
mitiee, it was objected to the first part of
the said [second] question, as requiring
an approbation of the whole doctrine of
the Confession, because said Confession
gives greater power to the civil magis-
trate in matters of religion than to many
scems agrecable to the Word of God.—
After long reasoning, it was moved, “that
said doctrine of our Confession, respect-
ing the magistrate’s power, and ot our
Covenants, be a matter of torbearance.”
Notwithstanding the opposition of some
fuithful men in the committce, who en-
tered their dissent, this motion was carri-
ed Still further, the committee, know-
ing that an adherence to the Confession
ot Faith, as it was received by the Assem-
bly 1647, bound them to the whole of its
doctrine, agreed to recommend that the
expression “as the said Confession and
Catechismis were received and approven
by the Acts of the General Assembiy,
1647, and 1548,” should be left out of the
<econd question, and, instead thereof, the
tollowing words should be substituted :
*+ As saitt Confession and Catechism were
receved and approved by the Act of the
Associate Synod, 17--" the tenor of
which Aet tiiey proposed should be as
tollows :—

“The Associate Synod hereby declare
their attaciment 1o the doctrime of the
Westimninster Confession of Faith, and Ca.
techiss, Larger anag Siovier, whi:h were
adopied by the Genmal Assenidy of the
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Churel of Scotland, nthe veara 1u4;
and 16485 at the same time hereby de.
claring, that although they wish to toar
God and honour the King, and consider
subjection to the powers that are as an
important duty incumbent on all men;
yet, as tho power respecting religion as-
cribed to the civil magistrate in sail Con-
fession and Larger Catechism, as also in
the national Covenant of Scotland, and
the Solemn Leagne and Covenant, has
been, and still is, a matier of doubttul dis-
putation  among good and  faithful men,
the Synod no longer make it a tevm of
ministerial and christian communion, but
will exercise forbearance with brethren,
whatever their sentiments be on that ar-
ticle ; and they hereby declare, that the
assent of probationers at their license,
and of ministers and elders at their ovdi-
nation, to the second question of the For-
mula, is not in future to be considercd as
an ackrowledgment of said powers "—
‘The committec, in like manner,agreed to
recommend that the fourth question in
time coming shoald run thus: « Do you.
with the limitations specitied in question
2d-, approve of our covenants natioual
and solemn league, as a soiemn engage-
ment on the part ot our fathers, to cleave
to the truths of Christ, and to hand them
down to succeeding generations?  And
do you acknowledge that, in virtue of
these covenants, an additional guilt will
be contracted by present and future ge-
nerations, if they shall renounce these re-
formation principles ?”

The overture contained in these re-
commendations of the committee came to
be known as the overture of ferbearance.
Having been read in the Syned, it was
ordercd to be printed, and 1t was agreed
that it should be fully considered at a
meeting of Synod to be held in 1797.—
There is every reason to believe that,
when the Synod met in Edinburgh in
1797, a majority of the ministers were ful-
ly prepared to go all the Jength that was
proposed in this overture. In the mean
time, however, the anention of the peo-
ple had heen directed to the movement;
and, as they were siill sound in their prin-
cipies, they pourud in petitions, remon-
strating agaisst this attempt to aler the
profession which they were solemnly ex-
gaged to maintwin.  This rendered o
change of tactics necessary'; lest a break-
ing up of their congrezations mizht be
the vesult of proceeding undiseuisedly.and
with too wmiach precipiation, towards the
object which the leaders contemplated.—
No intelligent reader can  have failed to



