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to scek the protection of his own hospitable homie, they were led away. stunned
and silent, fron the spot. M. Lesties injuries were so severe that medical
aid luud to be procured at onee, and it was another griel’ to the already stricken
Funily to learn that his recovery was very doubttul, while it it cever should
oceur his illness and confiienrent would he severe ad protvacted.

[t was now that the unsclfish benevolenes and sympathy, that characterize
Nova Scotiars as a people, was fieely exercised.  Though every nighbone

would have been willing to lend his house as a refuge to the distressed family
for a time, still five was too large an addition to any house during the long

Winter scason ; so the first thought of those who now had to aet for them, was
to ercet as speedily us possible, another house on the old homestead, and have
1t completed s far as possible before the winter arrived.  Deed was as prompt
us thought.  One neighbour who had a frame prepared for building a ottage
in the Spring, immediately offered it. ‘This secured, another dwelling was
soon raisod and standing in the old familiar place. .\ carpenter in whose
carclessness the fire was supposed to have orviginated, was working at Mr,
Teslic’s when it oceurred, and had eutered the work-shop adjoining the poreh,
with his pipe, late in the evening, where light shavings and other combustible
materials wero heaped.  He was first to suggest that ho might have dropped o
spark among the inflammable picces; and so keen was his sorrow at its
lamentable consequences, that he devoted his whole time gratuitously to the
huilding of the house until it wus completed. It was small and insigiticant,

* compared with the large substantinl mansion whose place it occupied, but still

suflicient for the accommodation of the family, who removed to it, unfinished
and almost unfurnished as it was, about the middle of December.  They could
uot bear to be a burden on the kindness of the Murrays, who unwillingly con-
sented to their rewoval, and when at last they did so, provided them with
many articles of furniture from their own well stocked and cheerful habi-
tation.

Changed, indeed, was home to the Leslies.  The small unplastered house,
with its barc walls and cheerless apartments, contrasted sadly with their former
dwelling —all those old houschold goods, which seein a part of oursclves,
because we have grown up always accustomed to hehold them in the same
familiar place ; those thousand home trifles unmissed by w stranger, but the
loss of which we deplore daily and hourly, and which the wealth of the future
can never replace—all the farming materials and a large portion of the stock
had been lost by the fire, and they who had been so comfortable, and well pro-
vided with all things necessary for a farmer's life, had comparatively nothing
to hegin with again. Their money was gone, and in debt for their house and
the few articles with which they had furnished it, they were unable to procure
help, save that of a boy to attend to the remaining cattle, and provide, as best

.. he could, fire wood for the winter's consumption.




