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scribed ofterward, a * reed shaken by the wind,”
or a *“man clothed in soft raiment” (Matt. 11, 7,
8), his burning eloquenee and the significant rite
which he performed might have spoken in vain,
But the utterance eame trom the whole man, Hix
style of dress und Jiving, model of the propliets of
old, und his fearless, uncompromising attitude
toward ull that was wrong (comp. chup, 6. 18
Matt. 3. 7) spoke as loudly,

It tells us the occasion of the utterance, John
was sent 1o *prepare the way of the Lord.”  All
he did, ull he said—the whole mun—converged to
this point: * There cometh One after me,” cte,
The objeet of the *“voice” wus to announce and
clear the way for Christ,

There will be many, doubticss, resolving this
new year to devote themsclves to the service of
God.  Now what does God want for his serviee?
He wants voiees to * prepare the way of the Lord »
~—not greut powers of mind, not great powers of
speech, not clever plans, not ingenious expedients,
The humblest, who seems to huve no voice, may he
avoice. The daily lite, the whole life if put ut
God's disposal, like that of John the Buptist, will
speuk for him,

1 huve more thun once been asked to find a place
ut  seaside town for xome intending visitors, and,
after making inquiries at lodeing and boarding
bouses have kad the mortification of fAnding my
correspondents were not comiug after all, so that my
announcement of their approach s «med u sham and
a deception, It was not so with the unnouncement
with which John was intrusted. “There cometh
One after me,” he said; and we read, *Then
cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John,”
The announcement that Jesus is eoming can never
deceive. He will come whenever a heurt will re-

prayers. Itisan act under the luw, u right-ubout-face
from immorality to morality. It is what one revivalist
calls **quitting your meaunes<.” It is the work of
making the house ready for the guest, rather than the
ceremonies and courtesies of lijs reception.— Rer,
William Ingraham Haven, Boston, Mass.

Johu's baptism wus strictly legal in its character.
His preaching was an emphasis of the luw at the close
of the legal dispensation: Repent, obey, do works
meet for repentunce, ete, His baptism was s summing up
of all the abluti and 1 ¢l g8 of the
Old Testament. The whole of the ceremoninl law
glowed up in him before expiring.—Rev. Olin B. Coit,
Clinton, N. J.

2. What was the significance of the baptism of Jesus ?

Jesus in submitting to baptism identified himself with
the movement commenced by John, thus approving it.
Ile conformed to the not unrensonuble requirement that
one who was to become the leader in the reform should
be regularly fnitinted into it. And he eet the example in
this instance, a8 in many others, of submitting to ordi-
nunceg, not necessary in his ease, but important in the
e of others, The baptism of Jusus was neither o bap-
tism unto repentance, nor Christinn baptism, but
unlque. —~Rev. H. G. Jackson.

The baptism of Jesus could not have been n sign of
pergonal guilt and u confession of need of preparation
for the coming kingdom. John refused to baptize
Christ with such a signification to Lis nct. It would
have been deceptive for Chirist to huve received it with
such an interpretation. It wasrather n publicinitiation
into his Messinhship. Christian baptism symbolizes
the fuct that we have entered the kingdom. Hence the
disciples rebaptized John's convert® to eymbolize this
new relation.—Rer. D, €. Knowles, D.D.

When a penitent soul, striving with all his #trength
to live a holy life, fecling a sense of discourngement and
weukness, looks upand sees the loving, helpfal nearness
of God;when the glance of the eye of the Lord ealms him,
cheers him, and holds him; when he forgets his struggles
and fears in the charm of the presence of Lis Friend,then

ceive him.  And he will come again ax Lord over
all the earth, The messige God sends by his
* voice” shall be proved true before all,

The Lesson Council,
Question 1. What was the significance of John's
baptism P
John innugurated a reform, based on repentance and
preparation for the kingdom of heaven, declared to be |
at hand. Iiis baptism, in harmony with the Jewish

with a gentle tremor he feels his weakness falling from
him as a garment from his ehoulders, falling he cares

' not where; then a glow is in his heart, and to his fel-

lows he appenrs as a vase through which a candle has
begun to shine; then he knows the meaning of the bap-
tism of fire, the baptism of the Holy Ghost, which is
the baptism of Jesus Christ.—Rev. William Ingraham
Haven.

Whe n Jesus heard the stern legal demands« of John,
and saw the people taking ruch vows as he knew they
could not fulfill, he asked John to baptize him. He
wighed to sorrow with humanity and ol:ey for human-

idea of ceremonial purifying, signified such repentance “ly: ,‘.l'“ x:ccnp:l‘n;z Ly I;“f"“:"“;" P’l ium.enlc‘rmllmgl:o

I preparation on the part of those buptized, It was | e *inner’s position under the law. Immedintely the

::lxxl:lerx also typleal of the spiritusl baptism to be | whole spiritual world in it« eternal character opened
t 2 5 v

administered in the approaching kingdom, as intimated before him. The divine manifestation came upon him

in verse 8, also Matt. 8. 11.—Rev. H. G. Jackson, Chi
cago, M.

John's baptism was a sign of personal guilt and im-
purity, and signifiecd that a cleansing was necessary |
before the subject could be sdmitted into the kingdom,
Which was near at hand. It wus not an initiation into |
that kingd buta symbolic confession of the need of
preparation.— Rev. D, C. Knowles, D.D., Tilton, N. H.

The persons who responded to John's exhortation
and were baptized by him took u like s'ep to the one
a person takes in our Methodist meetings when he re-
rolves to stop the wrong-doing of which he is acecused |
by his conscience, and rises and goes forward for

s the seal nnd confirmation from the Father.— Rew,
Olin B. Coit.
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Cambridge Notes.
BY REV. JAMES HOPE MOULTON, M.A.
[ These notes are based on the Revised Version.]

Murk 1. 1-11 (vers. 2-4=Matt. 3. 1-8; Luke 8, 8, 4

vers, b, GeMutt. 3. 4-6; vers, 7, B=Matt, 8. 11, 125
Luke 3. 16; vers, 9-11=Matt. 8. 13, 16, 17; Luke
3.21,99),
Space forbids any general description of the Gospel
we now enter on. A few details concerning the life of



