
104 THE LEGÂL NEWS.

THE LATE MJR. JUSTICE STEPHE N.
It is witb deep regret that wo record the death of Sir James

Stephen. wbich took place on Sunday, Marceh 11, at iRedhoue
Park, Ipswich. Hie heal th hiad been in a serions state for several
m.onths, and ho had left his residence in De Vere Gardens, Ken-

,sington, and takon Up his quarters in the country in tbe hope
that the change of air and scene would improve his condition;
but no favourable resuit followed, and ho gradually snccumbod
to the ilinese which led to bis retirement from the Bencb nearly
three years ago. -He died at the age of sixty-tive, after a tife of
arduou8 toit sucb as few men have been able to live. Ho came
of a family of hard-workers, some of whom were distinguished
as well as industrious. His grandfather, Mr. James Stephen,
wa8 a well-known Master in Chancory, and played a leading part
in the anti-slavei'y movoment, while his father, Sir James
Stephen, was for a time Under Secretary of the Colonies, and
was the author of 'Essays in Ecclesiasticat Biography.' Hie
only brother is Mr. Leslie Stephen, the eminent littérateur.
Born at Kensington G-ore on March 3, 1829, ho was educated at
Trinity College, Cambridge, wbere ho gi'aduated in 1852. Tbe
oarly part of bi,; careoe eitber at Cambridge or in the Temple,
gave no indication of the eminenco wbicb belonged to bis later
yoars. Ho did not distinguisb. bimself as a schotar at bis Uni-
versity, and his rise at the Bar-to which ho was calod at the
Inrier Temple in 1854-was far fr-om rapid. Hie quatitios were
flot those of the advocate. Hlie speeches were atways3 modets of
lncidity; but bis2deli vory was ponderous, and the aocuracy of
bis views was not accompanied by rapidity of jndgment. Five
years after hie caîl, however, ho was appointed Recorder of
Newark-on-Trent, and ho obtained a moderate practice on circuit
and at sessions. The firet case to bring his name prominentty
before the public and the profession was the prosecution of the
Rer. Roland Williams in tho Court of Arches on a charge of
heromy preferred againet him by the Biehop of Salisbur*y. In
this defence ho obtained bis iret opportunity of displaying thoso
extraordinary powers of research for which subsequently ho
became famous. The reputation ho acquired in thie ecclesiasticat
trial was strongthened by the part ho played as one of the
prosecuting counsel in the case of Governor Eyre. But it was
in the fields of journalism and literature that his beet work was
done, during the fifteen years that elapBel between hie cati to
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