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vocate, an early union of ail the colonies of Britishi Northî Amierica.
Thus lie actually became the pioneer in the movernent whicli culini-
ated in the Britislh Nortlh America Act of 1867.

Mr McGee irnmediately found a place in the hiearts of his fellowv-
countrymen in the Caniacian metropolis, and in 1858 lie began his
career in Caniadian politics, a miember for Montreal WVest. XVitlî
that eminent Irish characteristic lie at once declared himiself Il agin
the Governnîient " ; and a powerful opponent the Governnment found
him. For tour years hie maintained his assault with :11l that brilliancy
of vit, and eloquence of scorn and satire w~hicli lie possessed iii such
a marked degree.

It wvas during this period (1859) that Mr. R. W. Scott, the
member for Ottawa, introduced a Bill to amend the Separate Scliool
Act in Upper Canada, so that the number of Roman Catholics,
required for the establishment of a separate school miglit be reduced.
Ini view of the present political situation, Mr. Mt..Gee's remarks on
this important subject may not be amiss. He said:

" gThe Catholics-tlîe petitioners-assert in the most solen
mnaîner thaï they cannot in conscience divorce religious from secuLar
instruction iii schools wvhiclî tlîey support. Are you to be judges for
them as to what their consciences ouglit to determine in the matterP
Are they to be gruided by vour consciences or by their owvn. No one
can showv me any enduring national character tMat ever wvas rnoulded
without a strono infus;on of a dogrnatic religion of some sort. Sone
have spoken of this demnand for separate schools ini Upper Canada as
a priests' question. Nothing could be further fromi the fact. 1
assert, of rny owvn kntowledge, in the naiae of tens of thousands of'
parents whose petitions -are on your table, that ihis is a fathers* and
motiiers' Bill :uch more than a priests' Bill. 1 tlîink that there is
danger that iii these our realms, so bare of ail tradition, gross
materialismi may spread into excessive dinmensions-tlîat the sceptre
of the fireside nîay be broken, and the moral magistracy of the parent
overthrowvn." . .Turning to his friends lie said 1 nimust say,
if this debate shail satisfy me, that the religious liberties of the
Roman Catholic minority of the people of the people ot Upper
C-anada are more sa 'fc iii the hands of the Reform part>' iii this House.
hô%vever painful it may be to me personally, I shahl not, for any party
or other other carthly coiisideration, hiesitate to make rny choice in


