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Our Contributors. -

ONE GOOD REMEDY.

——

BY KNOXONIAN.

—

About two months ago Lord Rosebery
delivered a speech that attracted a good
dea! of attention in England, His subject
was trade and the special thing that aroused
the attention of Jobn Bull was what his
Lordship said about the growth of German
manufactures. Heshowedthatthe Germans
are making more and better goods than they
ever made befcre, that they are pushing their
trade in many places more vigorously than
they ever pushed it and that they are under-
selling John Bull in markets that he has
hitherto considered pecullarly bis own.

Rosebery might have shown that Eog-
lish trade is growing perhaps as fast as the
trade ot Germany,but he did not say avy-
thing about that side of the question. His
Lordshlp is too skilful a speaker to try to
put everything lnto one speech, He dd
just what he wanted to do—he called the
atteotion of British business men to the fact
that Germany is giviog them a hard run ln
certaln llnes of business. The press soon
showed that Eogland is holding her own in
business, but that German methods are well
worth studying and that British manufactor-
ers must be alive and alert if they wish to
keep at the head of the procession.

John Bull is very sensitive about his trade.
He says littleabout his flag and nothing about
bis loyalty, but he is always ready to discuss a
question oftrade. When Rosebery’s speech
appeared io print there was a roar in reply
from every corner of the three kingdoms.
The substance of that reply was,

MAKE BETTER GOODS.

Make better stuff than Germany and then
Germany can't drive you out of your markets.
Keep down the cost of production aud Ger-
many can’t undersell you. Study the busi-
ness methods of Germany and where they
are better thap yours adopt them and go on
and beat Germauy.

That was a British reply. That reply
lays bare one of the secrets of Britain’s great-
pess. 1f your rival is gaining ground, just
do your work better tban he does. The
spirit of that reply won Waterloo. If the old
French Guard attack splendidly, the British
squares must stand all the more frmly, If
the Ruassian horse come on like a whitlwind
at Balaklava,the kilted Highlanders must fire
the more steadily, and shoulder to shoulder
keep the thin red line unbroken. Britaln's
course in this horrible Armenian business
seems to be a shameful exception to British
methods, but it is only an exception. The
rule is to rise to the emergency.

How would our American neighbours
meet the superior goods manufactured by
German brains, German skill, and German
plodding industry? They would shut the
goods ont with their tariff. Instead of call-
ing on their manufactorers to make better
goods they would call on McKinley to put
up the fence.

How would we Canadians meet ap emer-
gency of that kind? Probably we would
meet it by putting another rail on the N.P.

Biitish people meet forelgn goods by
making better goods.

It is no secret that some of the churches
in Canada and the United States are having
ahard time. Owing to shrinkage in values
and business depression the funds are low.
Cutting down the estimates for our work in
India was the first distinct retrograde move-
meot ever made in the upited Church, The
large deficit in the revenue of Knox College
aud the death ofthe K'nox Monthly are bad
symptoms, but not the only or the worst that
may easily be detected.

What is to be done? How is the emer.
gency to be met ? One way is to meet it as
England meets Germauy, by better work.
Let ministers preach better and do better
pastoral visiting. Let thehundreds of elders
bring into exercise the latent power which
we all know, they have, but which is largely
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unused, partly no doubt because fair oppar-

tunities have not been given for its use, Let
teachers and all connected with our Sabbath
schools work better and always aim at the
conversion of the children under thelr charge
as well asat their instruction,  Let our fivan-
cial men manage church business with at
least as much skill and care as they manage
their own. There is power enough in the
Presbyterian Church in Oanada to grapple
with an emergency a hundred times as great
as the one that now confronts us if that power
were once arouted and wisely directed.

There Is no use in complalning about the
past. Growling in England wiil not prevent
the Germaus from bringing their splendid
educational system to bear on the manufac-
turlog interests of the =~~utry, nor will growl.
ing ln Cauvada prevent depression from
coming after 3 **boom.” Whine untii the
millennlal era dawns, but whining will not
raise the value of farm property. Groan
until the last day comes, but groaning will
not stop the shiinkage in Toronto real estate.
The times call for better work and more of
it and we should cheerfully do more and
better work. .

Does some good man say the times call
for more earnest

PRAYER.

Glad you raisedthatpoint, brother; very glad,
indeed. A few years ago Thanksglving Day
was pushed near to the end of November,
the dullest and least suitable time lo Autumn,
Why? So that farmers could get their fall
ploughing dome before they took a day to
thank God for His mercles. A day’s plough-
ing was a matter of more importance than a
day's thanksgiving. Thanks could be given
at a time when we can do nothing else.

Mortgages are being foreclosed by the
dozen on land on which military reviews
were held and football matches played in
lien of thanksgiviog to Almighty God. Is
it any wonder that farm lands and city pro-
perty have shiunk In value ? Did the Pres-
byterian Church ever lift its voice against
that national sham that we call Thanks-
giviog Day? Not once. Scores of our
churches had scarcely a score of people in
them to give thanks, and in many commuai-.
ties union meetings had to be held, ostensi-
bly to cultivate *‘unton sentiment,” but
really to hide the iogratitude of the lzud.
Is it any wonder the times are hard? The
only wonder s that we have anything to eat.

An effort is being made to push Thanks-
giving Day a week further on so as not to
interfere with navigation. How would it do
to put it into the middle of February? The
weather would then be in keeping with the
hearts of a good many of the people.

There was no trouble in getting a good
date in September for a national holiday
when the politicians were after the labour-
ing man's vote.

REVIEW OF HOME MISSION
WORK.

The work oo the whole field has beea
prosecuted with vigor by the men in charge,
although serious drawbacks have occurred in
some instances ioterferlng with its ad.
vancement. Yet in most cases honest effort
has produced its invarlable results. Since
my last report two of the fields in Algoma—
Thessalon and Webbwood—have become
settled charges, under the care of the Aug-
mentation Committee, In both of these
progress is to be noted, and the hope is en-
tertained that soon they will become self-
sppporting charges.

In the Presbytery of Barrle, two of our
misslon fields tormerly baving stadent sup-
ply sre asking for ordained missionaries
vit., Emsdale and Baysville., In the Pres.
bytery of Kingston three ordained mis.
sionaries are asked for by the following
fields, viz, Consecon, Sharbot Lake, and
Mattawatchan ; and two fields formerly
being practically without winter supply, viz.,

® The abjve s the report nresented by the Rev, Allan
Findiay, Superisteade ot of Missioas 1a Maskoka 20d Al-

goma, to the coaveaer (Rev. Dr. Cochrane) of the As. .

sembly’s Hoze Miscloa Committee st its meeting io To-
roato last week,

Deseronto mission and Wilbur, In the
Presbytery of Lanark and Renfrew, are ove
ordained missionary and one student on
fields that are quite new,

Bat more pacticalarly I may raport that
the months of April, May and June were
glven to the Presbyteries ot Barris and Al.
goma, during which time fifteen fields were
visited on which ordinances wera dispensed
and elders ordained as occaslon required,
Besldes attention given to a variety of other
matters affecting the welfare of the work,
At different polnts it has suffered re-
verses of a serious character. At Warren,
in the Presbytery of Algoma, a disastrous
fire swept the mill, causing many of our peo-
ple to find work and homes elsewhere,
Catrtier, another of our stations in the same
Presbytery, also suffered severely from fire,
and wlll not likely be rebulit. The closing
ot the mills at Cache Bay and Chelmsford
affected our work serlously at these points ;
while at Ophir the failure of the Mining
Company to pay their men, and the disap.
polatment many of the settlers experienced
in connection with their pulp wood, has
quite upset thelr calculations in church mat-
ters as well as those of a more private nature.
‘The depression in the lumber trade which is
severely felt in every part of this mission
field—Barrie and Algoma—has produced a
very marked change in many of our fields.
Some of the large milis being overstocked
shut down much earlier than usual, while a
number of the lumber companies will not
operate in the woods this wimer. This
means 0o work for the bread.winuers of
many families ju their usual calling, forcing
many for the time being to leave the
country. This, in turn, as at French River
and at other points which might be mention.
ed, bas caused the people to ask that no
service be given this winter, as the few that
are left bave no possible means of support.
ing ordinances. This state of affairs s
brought out in the reports of many of the
missionaries for the past summer. Many of
them show much larger deficlencles than
usaal, but from no fault of the people, and
certainly from no fault of the missionaries.
These facts call for generous treatment on
the part of the Committee, as the Presby-
teries of Barrie and Algoma make special
cases in one or two instances where the
circumstances seem tocall for it.

Oa the 204 of July I commenced my
work in the Presbytery of Kingston, visiting
all the fields io that Presbytery assigned me
by Mr. McLean, the convener for that Pres-
bytery. Consecon and Hiilier 1 found
ready to receive an ordalned missionary.
Under the care of a faitkful and energetic
man this field may b2 expected to develop
considerably. The mission at Deseronto,
which has been under the fostering care of
M-. McTavish and his session In the past,
has now reached the stage where something
more is necessary to keep the work moving,
Mr. Clark, their missionary for the past two
summers, has done excelient work, and be-
cause of this and the growth and interest
consequent thereon, they must now have
regular service during the whole year. The
work in the newstation on the Reserve some,
five miles (rom the town, is most interesting.
The congregation is almost entirely com.
posed of Indians, who not only.take 3 deep
interest in theservices, butalso appreciate
very highly what is belng done for them by
the Church. A new building for worship is
very much required by them.

On the Ernesttown field I-found the peo-
ple ready to appreciate a word of en.

couragemeat. This is perhaps the oldest.

mission field in our Church, one of the sta.
tinns in the group being organized-in the
year 1800. Though somewhat weak and
discouraged at present, they still show sigus

of vitality, as is evidenced by the fact that

they contributed the sum of $33.79 to our
Home Mission Fand and promised to make
& vigorous eflort to secure an: ordained mis-
sionary. Want of proper organization seem.
ed to be responsible for a good deal here as
10 other parts of the Church,
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» Myvicit of last year to Sharbot Lak,
aad associate stations I found on my retur
this year had borne ftuit. Last year they
were content to let well enough alone, fear
ing that the premise of $400 per annup
for an ordained misslonary was too much fo
them, This year as the result of aciy;
canvasstheyare able to promise $425. Unde
tha right man, growth may be expected ber,
also. The people are nuw alive to thede
sirability - of this arrangement, and I ap
sure will give a hearty welcome to whoeve,
tmay be sent.

Oan the Wilbur field a new departure wy,
made, which goesto prove what may some
times be done by an active, wideamal,
missionary. I fonnd that Mr. A. M. Cunie,
the misslouary on this field, belng of anen
quiriog turn of mind, had been looking
around and had discerned some poiny
where Presbyterian service was very muct

" required. Io company with Mr. Currie, |
visited these points contiguous to his field.
in each of which there were a number of oy
people who were anxious for Presbyteriar
service, These ate Ardach, Sauth Canonyg
-and Plevaa., Inthe three stations hithery
wrought by Mr, Cuarrle, and koown as the
Wilbur field, there are thirty-six Presbyter.
{ian familles, besides oihers who gave attend
ance at the services. In these new stations
there are thirty-three Presbyterlan. familles
and others who in time may consider it theis
daty as well as their privilege to cast in their
lot with our people there. 1o order to work
this field up, io order that it might fallig
with the Wilbur field, I assumed the re.
sponsibility, after consulting with the con.
veuer, of placing for the remainder of the
term a student on the field to assist M
Currie to get things into shape.  After this,
with the bearty approval of our people o
the Wilbur field, the six stations will be

. worked as one field, giving fortnightly ser.
vice In each station. When they get 2
church or two erected they will be readyto
ask for the appointment of an ordained mis.
sionary.

Mattawatchan, though shut off very
much from the outside world, 1 foundinz
very healthy condition, The people asa
rule were very hearty in their desire toen.
joy the services of an ordaioed missionary.
There is room here, too, for development,
as at one or two points within easy reach
there is an opening for service, but under
present circumstances, with service ooly
during the summer, there is very little s
couragement to take these up. Their first
need is the man to take the lead in these
matters, and with the right man to wotk op
available materlal there is no reason why
this should not become a settled chargeere
long.

Attherequest of Rev, Dr. Campbell,of

Renfrew, I spent a fortnight within the
bounds of the Presbytery of Lanark asd
Renfret,, visiting what is koown as the
Temiscamingue field. This is practically
two fields, and may be better knowa as the
Temiscamiogue aod Kippewa fields, Uutl
June, '95, n0 Presbyterlan service had bees
held in this wide district, except an occis-
lonal service in the winter by the late Mr
McKechnie, of Mattawa, in connection witb
the Lumberman’'s Mission. In 'g5 ib¢
Students’ Soclety of Knox College seati
‘Mr. Shaw as thelr missionary. He dids
good work and is kindly remembered by the
people, but he found the field too widetosc:
complish aoything . efficlently. This year
‘Messrs, Wishart zod Scott were sent in by
the same sociely, and by them the wok
commenced & year ago by Mr. Shaw by
been successfully carried on, - The Kipptwi
field lies. entirely within the Pxovlnce.of
-Quebec, Pontiac Couaty, with the exceptin
-of:ome station on the Ontarlo side of ibe
Ottaws, opposite Gordon Creek, the rive
being abont ope-third of &- mile wide at b

‘point. -

.In company. with Mr., Blonie of the Pres
‘bytery of. Kingiton, who wisely chose tbls
trlp ‘for. bis -summer .outing,. I first visted
the Kippewa field, as being the nesitst
spending one Sabbatb, and dispensing ordie




