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Our Contributors.

DISCUSSION A NECESSITY OF
FREE INSTITUTIONS.

BY KNOXONIAN,

There is not much sense in the grow-
ing clamour against reasonable speech-
making. The Church and State must be
governed in some way, and as long as
we ‘have government for the people by
the people, we must have discussion. Dis-
cussion is essential to the existence of
self-government. If the pecople are to
manage their own affairs, there must be
an interchange of ideas, and every man
who utters his ideas, makes a speech
either long or short. Indeed, some men
can make speeches and long ones, too,
who have no ideas to utter. .

Perhaps our progenitors made a mis-
®ake when they secured for us liberty
of speech, liberty of the press, liberty of
public meeting, liberty of conscience, lib-
erty to vote, and all the other liber-
tiés we enjoy. These liberties were
wrung from unwilling tyrants and cost
much blood and treasure. If the men
who wrung them from the tyrants and
wrung the necks of some of the tyrants
at the same time, had known the poor
use that many of us make of our priv-
Ileges, perhaps they would not have
troubled themselves about transmitting
80 many liberties to their children. Stal-
wart Covenanters and Puritans did not
know that any of their descendants
would degenerate into dudes.

To have allowed one man to rule just
a8 he pleased, would have saved our
fathers an immense amount of trouble
and suffering. Perhaps they did a fool-
ish thing when they zpent blood and
treasure In taking power from the hands
of the one and putting it into the hands
of the many. The worst feature of the
business is that we cannot without mueh
trouble get back to the old state of
things.

The vote to be taken on the first day
of Janurary next to decide whether On-
tario wants prohibition or not, will cost
much of time and money, and involve a
tremendous amount of speech-making.
How delightfully cheap and easy it would
he to allow some man to say whether
any more licenses shall he issued. But
then there would be a tremendousstorm
raised about avpointing the man. The
antisprohlbitionists would want an anti
of course, and the prohibitionists wonld
want a prohibitionist. On the whole, it
would be just as easy for the people
to vote on the questino as appoint
a man to give the decision.

One man could settle the question of
tarift reform in a short time, but how
could the man bhe apnointed. The gov-
ernment would want one kind of a man
and the McCarthy people another kind,
anfl the Liberals a third kind. The peo-
ple can settle the matter at the polls
about. as easily as apnoint a man - to
settle it.

One man »in each municipality might
rovern Instead of a Council, and say
just what the peonle must and must not
do, but who would avpoint him.  One
man might manage a large school ashe
pleased, engage and dismiss teachers,
levy and collect taxes. but -apnointing the
man would be more trouble than elect-
ing trustees.

The Senate and Board of Knox Col-
lege might be dismissed and the Insti-
tution put under “the ahsolute control of
one ecclesiastical magnate. That plan
would save 'mnne_v and discussion, but it
might not work. After a tlme there
might be neither money to save nor
stvdents to educate. o

~ The fact is, parliaments and church
kourts and deliberative bodies of all
kinds, might be dispensed with and with
them would go all the oratory about the
length of which so many people com-
plain. Courts of law might be dispens-
ed with, and some man might name the
people who should be sent to the peni-
tentiary and the gallows. This sum-
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mary method of administering justice
would save jurors from the long address-
es of counsel, about which they some-
times complain.

The trouble about going back to the
one man system is, that appointing the
man would perhaps involve as much
discussion as self-government involves.
Our fathers did not make any provision
for a return to the one-man power. They
imagined, perhaps foolishly, that we
would be so grateful for the privilege
81 governing ourselves, that we would
not complain about the amount of wis-
cussion involved.

Where did this elamour about dis-
cussion originate? So far as the Pres-
byterian Chureh is concerned, we think
it originated on Canadian soil. It Is a
part of the nervous haste, which is un-
fortunately one of our national char-
acteristics. It is closely related to the
clamour some people make if a ser-
mon goes five minutes over half an hour,
and just because it is so related, preach-
ers should give it a wide berth. The
interesting young brother who makesa
speciality of complaining about the
length of ecclesiastical proceedings, can
never be sure that some of his parish-
ioners are not complaining about the
length of his own sermons and prayers.

We never knew an Old Country min-
ister who did not take an interest in
the discussion of ecclesiastical questions.
The Scotch and Irish ministers believe in
free discussion. They know that many
of the rights and privileges enjoyed by
the Presbyterians at home were obtain-
ed and are retained by discussion, and
they are too manly and thoushtful to
belittle and disparage the means by
which they and their fathers won their
rights. They know, too, that many a
hot wordy battle has to be foucht vet
in the Old Land betore some of the
Churches enjov equal justice. Knowing
these things, the typical O1d Country 1i-
vine sets a higher valne upon free speech
than is set unon it by those who think
speech-making is chietly useful for tea-
meetings. 7

Is the growing clamour ahout speech-
making, a good sign of the times? The
facts give a sufficient reply, so far as
the Presbyterian Church is econcerned.
The men who lald the founda-
tions of the Preshyterian Church
in Canada and the men who are
building upon them anythineg that
will last, are for the most part
the men who attend Presbytery meet-
ings most regularly. and who sit through
Synod and Assembly meetings from the
beginning to the last Amen. Many of
them not only do this as a matter of
duty ; they thoroughly enioy doing it.
We have known a number of young men
who thought it was evidence of superior
culture and £ood form to denounce and
ridicule the proceedings of church courts.
Not one of them turned out well.

Parliamentarians of the first. and ev-
en of the second rank, rarely. if ever.
complain about public discussion. Most
of them thoroughly enjov it.

There is, of course. a vast amount of
public speaking not necessarily connect-
ed with the working of our free insti-
tutions. , Some of It is good, some had.
and some middling. ¥ you don’t want
to hear it just keep away from it.Time
spent in listening, much of it is time
worse than wasted. )

Moral:: Improve the quality of neces-
sary speeches, and keep away from the
poor ones that are not necessary.

BUSINESS INTEGRITY-

BY REV. W. 8. M’TAVISH, B.D., ST. GEORGE.

Are men of business to-day more
strongly tempted to be dishonest than
their fathers were? We think so. Per-
haps it would not be true to say that
they yleld morne frequently to the temp-
tation. The truth is that we have no
means of ascertaining whether they do
or not. This is one of the things which
statistics do not reveal, nor can the in-
formation be gleaned in any other way.

The recorded data, however, are quite
sufficient to show that men in every age
have devised schemes for making money
,by dishonest practices.

But the conditions of modern life, and
the present methods of conducting bus-
Iness place many new temptations in
the way of those who ure engaged In
buying ‘and selling. Tirst among these
may be mentioned the fact that compet.
ition is now very keen. Probably there
never was a time when there was such
close competition in all branches of bus-
iness as there is at the present day. A
father in trying to impress upon his 1it-
tle son the importance of truthfulness
said, “You know, my son, that George
Washington, the father of his country,
never told a lie” **I know it,” replied
the boy, * but then you know, father,
that he had not the competition that we
hoys have.” And so, business men to-day,
when guilty of sharp practice, try to
shelter themselves behind a similar ex-
cuse. They admit the wrong, but at-
tempt to fustily themselves on the ground
that competition is so keen.

The daily publication through the
newspapers and by telegraph of the prie-
es ol commodities opens up the way
for dishonesty on the part of those who
are Inclined to de'raud. Th's is another
condition of things peculiar to the pre-
sent age. TFifty years ago the fluctua-
ations in prices were not so sudden as
now ; and even if so thev would not have
been so promptly reported. To-day n
buyer buys a given auantity of a cer-
tailn commodity to be delivered within
a week. But before the expiration of
that time the report is fiashed along the
wire that the price has gone down. TIs
not the bhuyer tempted to devise some ex-
cuse for annulling the bargain? Or,
verhaps the report is to the effeet that
the price has risen. Is not the seller then
tempted to sav that he cannot Heliver
the full quantity of goods agreed upon ?

Another condition which sometimes

t‘empts one man tn defrnud another is the -

fact that all kinds of g2oods are now al-
most universally =old by sample. This
method of conducting business was de-
nied to men fifty years ago. They then
bought and sold on sight. But the de-
velopment of railway and nostal facili-
ties enables buyers and sellers #0 take ad-
vantage of it now. Men who live hun-

dreds of miles apart, and who, perhaps,

have never seen each other, have business
relations in this way. Now, suppose a
flour merch4nt in-the Maritime Provin-
cer, having received a sample of flour
from another dealer in Manitobha, con-
tracts to take 1,000 barrels of it at a
stipulated price. ., But before the con-
signment reaches its destination the
price of that commodity may drop ten
cents per harrel. If the buyer is dishon-
est he will try to manufacture some ex-
cuse for declining to imnlement his con-
tract. He knows that the 'Shipper has
only three courses open to him‘, and that
each will involve him in trouble and
1088, TFirst, he may dispose of the
flour as best he can, but certainly at the
reduced price : second, he may have it re-
turned: but that also means additional
expenditure: third, he may institute le-

gal proceedings to prove that the flour -

was up to the sample, and that likewise
is a costly proceeding.

There is a further temptation now to
dishonest practices because maechinery
has been invented which can manutacture
a shoddy article which 1ooks like the
real—indeed so close is the resemblance
that only an expnert can detect the Aqif-
ference. Besides. sclence has now reach-
ed such a point of perfection that imita-
tions of almost everyvthing can bhe made,
and made so well. that few can distin-
guish the spurious from the genuine.
Cotton can now be so dexterously mix-
ed with wool that its presence can scarce-
iY be detected except by those whose
business compels themn to carefully ex-
amine such fabrics. Even the bindings
'of some pocket Bibles are so deceptive
that a close inspection is necessary to

ascertain whether they are leather or
only a species of oil-cloth.
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in addition to all this, there are meth- ]
ods of conducting business to-day mk
whieh the shrewdest men of the days 802° :
by were strangers. What did they E2¥V
about getting a “ corner” in commoditié® !
about “blind shares,” about waters
stock, about buying and selling on “ mn:? :
gins,” about gambling in ©fubtured .
Even the Jew, with all his avaiiée "" {
cunning, never concelved of anything = .
atrotious, Lk
Qinte these things aré so, how impe
ative the duty of the Christian mIBI®e/
to-day to éry aloud, to 1ift up his vQ’" ;
like a trumpet and show the people th®
danger! How necessary that he sho%
exhort men to fear the Lord and depaé
from evil: to fret not themselvllf
because of him who prospers in hi® eVd g
way, and to remember that the chk:s
shall be snared in their own devi_c -
How needful that he should urge ﬁe?]o,
business to seek what Dr. W. M. T“ythé
calls, *the rectifying influencé of B
sanctuary,” and to rely more lml?n,é..v_'
1y upon God’s grace to help when wmp
‘htions lie along their path! HOW. i‘:s‘
portant, too, that Christian t'e“acheo»
should try to impress upon the mind® =
the young the fact that he that gett®
riches, and not by right, shall jeave b
in the midst of his days, and in the o
shall be a fool,

OUR MISSIONS.
I referred in a previous letter 0 on:'
starved mission stations in -India. ip
have not been able to thoroughly eq‘l‘e;
even one, yet must needs undertake thr je
Why this was done I do not know. ”.o ;
other statlons are also worth inveSt‘gn‘
ing. L

On the foreign mission wave thab pﬂ’:
ed over the country in late years,
floated a staff to China. Now the 9°
tion might in reason be asked, If for
missionaries in India were ¢rying out 18€, <
help in workers and means, was it “Wcé{,
act to go on dividing up our resour” -
by opening a mission in China, Whenh,';t
were unable sufficientlv to sustain ¥ +?
being committed to we could not desef_,,; ,
I have no hesitation in saying thé
China mission, under the circumst
was a most unwise act, . e

The ouestion may be asked, DO gr®
missionaries select the country theé¥ ii“:
to go_to, or does the Missionary Commﬁj .
tee of the Church send them ? The che .‘w
through its General Assembly I8 undw\
stood to designate who and wheré =~
sionaries are to be sent. This belnB 2
case, the wonder is, that so latg®
presentative bhody should so e¥fr.

Our China mission was started wi:
a splendid body of workers as a Whoa,
not only had they the necessary ablli%"
but earried with them that enthusi’"’
B0 necessary in this important wor™.
What a magnificent contingent ..
would have been to our stati'ops in ;2
dia, whereas up to the present, they hé®-
experfenced little but trial and pe o‘,
cution, with an absolute breakdoW? “.f;
the part of some of the workers, 3¢ ff
sitating thelr return to this eountry" =
China must be their mission, was It "o,',,
soluvely necessary that they should af;.y
to Honan, where they were not gur"m
being allowed to enter, when there v
other parts of the great empire easY
access, and I assume as important- b
turally, one denomination does not W ..
to enroach upon the work of anotP ob
but In this vast country there need ™
not have been any such dé,nger- It
it would have been a prudent acP
send our, missionaries to that part 8
the empire where they would have boen-,
allowed to work with slight molestati® |
If successful at such a point, hoW
it would have been to extend tO
green and pasture new.

To my mind, the proper course to
low in missions, is to try and for®
stronghold at some station, and
this send out your workers as ¥
them, to the uncultivated flelds—"
Church has done the very opposite .
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