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Our Contrfbntors.
DISCUSSION A NECESSITY 0F

FRE~E INSTITUTIONS.

BY KNOXONIAN.

'rhiere is not much s8ense in the grow--
ing clamour agalnst reasonable speech-
maklng. The Church and State must be
governed In some way, and as long as
we'have government for the jpeople by
the people, we must have discussion. Dis-
cussion In essential to the existence of
self-government. If the people are to
manage their own affaire, there must be
an Interchange of!ideas, andl every man
who utters bis ideas, makes a speech
elther long or short. Indeed, some men
can make speeches and long ones, too,

vhîo have no ideas to utter.
Perbaps our progenitors madle a mis-

take wben tbey secured for us ll'berty
of speech, liberty of the press, Ilberty of
public meeting, libert.y of conscience, lib-
erty to vote, and aIl the other liber-
tiés we enjoy. These liberties were
mrung from unwillng tyrants and cost
miuch bîood and treasure. If the men
who wrung Vlîem from the tyrants and
wrung the necks of somne of the tyrants
at the same time, had known the poor
use that many of us make of our priv-
ileges. perbaps they would ndt have
t roubled themsehves about t ra.nsm ltting
so many Ilberties to their bilîdren. 1,tal-
wart Covenanters and Puritans dild fot
know that any o! their descendants
wvould degenerate Into dudes.

To have allow-ed one man to mIle just
as he pleased, would have saved our
fathers an Immense amount o! trouble
and( sufterlng. Perbaps they flid a fool-
lsh thlng when they spent blood and
treasure la aking power from the' hauds
o! the one and îuttlng it into the hands
o! the many. The worst featurc o! the
business Is that wve cannot without mucb
trouble get back Vo the old state of
thîngs.

The vote to be taken on the first day
o! Janurary next to decide -whetber On-
tarlo wants proibition or noV, will cost
inuch o! time and money, and Involve a
tremendous amount o! speech-making.
lIow delightfully cheap and easy It would
ho to allow some man to say whether
any more Ilienses shahl be lssuied. But
then there would be a tremendous storm
ralsed about anpointIng the man. The
antlJ-problbltionists would want an anti
of course, and the prohilbitlonlsts would
want a prohlitionIst. On the wboie, It
wvould be Just as easy for the people
to vote on the questîno as appoint
a mon to give the decision.

One man could settie the question o!
tari!f reform In a short time, -but bow
could the mon he apnolnted. The gov-
ernment wouhf( waut one klud o! a man
andl the McCarthv people a9nother kind,
andi the Libemals a third kInd. The reo-
pie can settIe the i*atter at the polis
about as easllv as appoint a man to
settie It

One man .ln each munlcipaltv mlizbt

length o! wbtch 80 many people com-
plain. Courts of law mlght be dispens-
ed witb, and some man mlgbt name the
people who shouhd be sent Vo the peni-
tentiary and the gallows. This sum-
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mary method of administering Justice
wouhd save Jurors from the long address-
ese o! counsel, about which they some-
Unies complain.

The trouble about going 'back Vo Vhs
one man system lIo, that appointing the
man would perhaps involve as m'ich
discussion as self-government involves.
Our fathers did not make any provision
for a returu Vo Vhs ons-man power. Tbey
tmagInsd, psrhaps foolishly, that we
wouhd be so graVe! ut for the privihege
8f govsrnlng ourselves, that we would
noV complain about the amount. of vtlps-
cussion involved.

Where did this clamour nWbout (dis-
cussion originate ? So far as the Pres-
byterlon Cburcb is concerned, we thiuk
it originatsd on Canadian soul. It ls a
part o! the nervouis hasts, wlih is un-
!ortunatsly one o! our national char-
octeristce. IV lmeclosehy related to the
clamour somne people make if a ser-
mon goes f ive minutes over haîf an hour.
and Just because IV le so related, preach-
ers should give lV a wide berth. The
inVsrçstlng young brother who makes a
spsciality o! complalning about the
length o! eccîsslastical proceedinirs, can
neyer be sure that some o! bis parlsh-
loners are noV complaining about the
henrth o! bis own sermons and prayers.

We neyer knew an Oîd Country min-
jeter who did noV take an intersst, ln
the discussion o! ecleslastlcal questions.
The Scotch and Irish ministers belteve in
free discussion. They know that. many
o! the rights and priviheges enjoyed bv
the Preebyterians nt home were obtain-
sd and are retained bv discussion, and
they are too maniy ond thoiuqmtfill to
belittle and disparage the mens y
wblch t.bey and their fathers won their
rlghts. Thsy know, t.oo, that. mnuv a,
bot wordy battle has to be !ougrht vet
lu Vhs Old L;and before some o! the

Churcbes enjoy equal justice. KZnowing
these Vhings, Vhs typical Old Country di-
vine sets a higher valuie upon free speech
than le set upon IV by those who think
speecb-making lmeh!cbiefly useful for tea-
meetings.

Ie the growing clamour about speech-
making, a gondi sign of t.he timos ? The
facte give 9, sufficient rophv, so bar as
the Presbyterlan Cburch ls concerned.
The men who laid the founda-
tione o! the Preshyterlan Church
lu Canada and tbe men whid are
buldfing upon Vbem anything that
wil ast., are for the rnost part
the men who attend Prssbytery meet-
ings, moet regulairiy. and who sit througrh
Synod and Assombly meetIngs from the
beglnnlng to the last. Amen. M.Nany o!
tbem not only do this as a matter o!
duity: tbey tboroughly enioy doiug It.
We bave knowan a number o! vonnug mM
who thougrht IV w-as evidence of siiperor
culture and iýood form Vo denonnce and
ridicule the proceodinge o! cbureb courts.
NoV one o! Vhem t.umnsd ont wohl.

Parilamentorliso! the flrst,. and sv-
en o! the second rank, rarely. If evor.
compia In about publie d iscussi on. Most
o! Vhsm Vhoroughly enioy It.

There le, o! course, a va.st amount o!
public spsaklng noV neersa;rily connect-
ed wlt.h the working o! our free- insti-

statietice do noV reveal, nor can Vhs in-
formation be gheaned In any other way.

The rocorded data, howe'e, Are <lite
sufflient to show Vhat mfen in every age
have devised eschemes for mak!ùiù loey

Sby dislionest practIces.
But the conditions of modemn ife, and

Vhe present methods o! couducting bus-
iness place lnany new temytaions in
the wAy o! those whî4 are engaged In
'bUylng and sellink. First among these
may be mentioued t.he fact. that compet.
Mton is now very keen. Probably there
nè'eèr was a time whsn thèe-wae such
close competition in ahi branches o! bus-
iness as thers lF; at the prseflt fday. À
father in trying to Imnprese Ù pou hie lit-
tie sou the importance o! truthtiuuess
said, "You kno-, my son, that George
Washington, the father o! bis country,
neyer tohd a lie." ' I know- it," replied
t.he boy, "'bîît then you know-, father,
that he had not. tiie comipetition that we
hoys haiive." And so, business men to-da,
whien guilt.v o! sharp praetie5, t.ry Vo
shelter the.msehî-es belîind a similar ex-
eue. They admîttVhs -wroag, but at-
tempt to justiby themeelves on Vhs groufld
that competîtion le so keen.

The daîly publication Vhrougliî tus
newspapers and 1w-v elegraph of the prie-
es o! commodit les openr, up the way
for cllshiouesty on the part o! those -ho
are Incl1nefl Vo d'îu.Th'e te anotlier
condition o! thiugrs pecuhiar to the pre-
sent age. Fiftv years ago Vhs fluctua-
ations in prices were noV so sudden as
uow-; and even if so thev woulcl noV bave
been so promptîy reported. To-day a
huver buys a given quantity o! a cer-
tain eommoditv to be delivered wlthin
a w-eek. But b'ýfore the expilration of
thot time Vhs report le flashed along the
wire that Vhs «nrie ha.s gone clown. yIs
noV Vhe buysr ticmpted Vo devise some ex-
cue for aunuhling Vhs birgain? Or,
perhaps Vhs report le t.o Vhs effecV. that.
Vhs pricebas ris-n. Ie not Vhe seller then
tempnted Vo sav that lie canuot tieliver
Vhs full quantity o! gaofls agreed upofi?

Another condition w-hiehi somnetimes
V'empte ous man tn defraucl onother le Vtse
!act that ail kinds o! goocis are now ah-
niost UTiversahIv so.hd liv sampie. Thtis
method of eonductiug business was (le-
nied Vo men ftfty Years ago. They then
boughît and sold on slght. But Vhs de-
velopment o! railwa-v and nostal facili-
tis enaibles buyers and selhars fêo t-îke acl-
vantage o! if no-w. 'Mena who ive hun-
drede o! miles apirt, andl who, nerhaps,
have nover seon eacih other.. have businss
relations lu this way. Now, suppose a
flour merchîiîut in-Vhs Maritime ProvIn-
ces, ha.ving reesived a sample o! flour
!rom another dealer lu Manitoba, con-
tracte Vo Vake 1,000 barrele o! IV at a
stipuîated pries., But before the con-
siganment reaches ite destination Vhs
priceo! that eommodlty may drop Ven
cents per barrel. If Vhs buyer le dishon-
est ho will trv Vo manufacture momne ex-
cuse for dsclining Vo imnîsement hie cou-
tract. IUs knows that, Vhs bhippsr bas
onhv Vbree c ourses open to him, and that
eacht will Involve hlm la trouble and
loes. Firet, he may dispose o! Vhs
flour as beet ho can, but eertainhy at Vhs
redueced pries : second, ho may have iV re-
fyirned : but that also means atiditional
sinendlIture : third, ho may instituts le-

amine such fabrics. Even Vhs bindings
'o! some pockst Bibles are so deceptive
that a close Inspection je necessary Vo
ascertaîn whether tbey are leather or
onhy a specles o! oll-choth.

inaàadit,ýon to ail this, there are mth
ods of coflducting business to-day t
whichi the shrewdest men o! the.daYs goDe
by were strangers. What dld theY
atout gett îng- a '4 corner" n commodîtle0 1
about ".blind shares," abouit waterW

stock, about buying and selling on 4
gins," about gambling in c tutures

Eventh Jew, with ail hig avtiéedi
cunnlng:, aevêr coneelved of nythiliÉ

8Sin'e these things are sô.o, iW i
ative the du tv of the Christian m111114f

to-day to0 éry aloud, to lift Up bis voice

like a trumpet, and show the People tblr~

danger! JIow necessary that he 0110111d
exhort men to feqr the Lord anid dep8r

from evil :tn fret not, theTfoleeV00
because o!lm -ho prospers Iis I~eyli1 '

way, and to remnomber that the Wlected

shall be snared in their own flevt
How nedfîl tht he shouId( urge nef

business to seek what Dr. W. 'Vytd
caîls, " the rectifvinàg iilende of
sanetuarv,' and to tly more iMPInpll

IV IIpôn God's grace to help when tnP
litilons !lie a long thelr path'110W
portaint, too, thjat Christian eah
sould try to impress ulpon the 11d1 O

the Young the fact that hie that gettet
riches, and not, by right, shall leave the%

in the midst of bis da.ys, and in tbe en

sh-il be a fool,

0OUR MISSIONS.

T referred in a previons I etter tOO
starved mission stations In indifi.
h'ave flot hbeen able to thoroughtl ~
evell ofle, yet mi1;t needi undertake thrtef

W hy this w'asclone 1 cdo not kiiow. ni

other stations are also wvorth invÔ5st'O

O 'n the foreIgn mission lWave that Pas'
ed over the Country in late years, w

floateà a staff to China. 'Low, h 110
t'ion might in reason be asked, i 4
missiona ries In India wère éryilng O or

hepluwores xdmeans, was It ac i'
act tO 9go on dividlng up our reOtIr
b'v opening a mission in Chin, whien
ý%vere unal'le sulfficienthv to ilusta.i

being commi-itted to we could nOV e
have no hesitionl eaüfr

China MisSion, Undar the c rcumjstale.1
Nvas j Most flfl'vsè act,

Thbe ouest ion May be askèd, Do
.mi's Sionarles select the eounitryr they 1

to goto, or does the Mlsslonary C0ll>

teOf the Churchi send t hem ? OThe Chlt
throuigl Its General Assemhly le aJàf.

stood to designate who and c whet%*
sionaries are to besnt hi eIl

be 8en. 'rhig 'be
calse, the wonclqr Is, that so ia!gê
presentative body shôfllà sô eï'r..

Our China IlissIi»ôn was started ' 1
a splendid bocly Of workers am 'a
not OnlY had they the nêcessary ai
but earried wlth them that enthgmli

F30 necessary lat this important W<r
What a mnagnificent contingent
wouhd have been to Our st atl'op i
dia, whereas up Vo the present theY i
experlenced littie but trial' and Pef
cution, wlth an absolute breakdo<~
the part Of some of the workerslec

low lu missions, ls to try and 0
stronghiold at some station, alld fr00

this send out your workers as yOl, lahi

them, to the uncultivated f ield-ol"
Church has dlone the i-ery opPosî1to

j


