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public affairs. He is of opinion, and he adduces
several good reasons for it, that every citizen should
be compelled to vote. This, he thinks, would give
the clectorate a realizing sense of their responsibil-
ity, and quicken the perception of their duties as
citizens. On the trade issucs now agitating the
public mind he indicates that he is unfavourable to
a restrictive policy, and suggests closer trade rela-
tions with the Mother Country.

What he says of the men and women who have
made this country and of his hopc that their
descendants will continne to display the same
indomitable endurance that cnabled their fathers to
hew out happy homes from the virgin forests of
Canada will meet with general endorsation.  The
following are the concluding scntences of his clo-
quent and masterly address :—

Not by these things does a country live. A country lives
and hves in history by what its people are. Very little
thought did the men who made Canada give to tariff ques-
tions. They were men who lived simple lives, and no priva-
tions shook their hearts of oak. Everything we have we owe
to them, and the more firmly we stand on their foundations
and get back to their simpler manners, robust faith and sincere
patriotism, the better for us.  We are living in a critical per-
10d. We need strong and true men. These will be given us
if we are worthy of them, Let us tuke our stand on what is
right, without any fear of consequences.  All sorts of bogeys
will be used to frighten us, all sorts of temptations to allure
us from the path of honour. Against all these stand fast.
Remember how the spirits of our fathers shone out again and
again like a pillar of fire when the night was darkest. Oh,

es, we come of good stock. Men emigrated to this New
otld who knew how toendure. They hoped to found in the
forests of the west a state 1n which there would be justice for
all, free scope for all, fair reward for labour, a new home for
freedom, freedom from grinding poverty, freedom from the
galling chain of ancient feuds, mutual confidence and ngh-
teousness between man and men, flowing from trust in God.
They knew that there was no other sure foundation, no other
permanent cohesion for the social fabric. These men yearned
and prayed for the country. They were poor, yet they made
rich all who came in contact with them. Some of them are
still with us in the flesh, for Canada is only in its infancy.
Let the knowledge that such men laid our fou. dations hatlow
our aims and give us faith in the country’s future. I never
despair.

TIHHE WOMNENS CONGRESS.

N planctary systems two distinct forces are
clearly recognized, the attractive and repellant.

In social life there are two impulses that in a
measure balance each other. There is a strong
desire .nherent in man's nature to retain things as
they are and to oppose all change; there is also an
instinctive desire to ameliorate the evils inseparable

. from cxistirg conditions and to strive after therealiza-

tion of higher iccals. Both have their proper place in
the conduct of affairs,and both arc occasionally apt to
run to extremes. There is no such thing as abso-
lute immobility and rest possible in this world. The
course of events is not fixed but flowing. In efforts
to retain what has been achicved there is often
apparent a lack of discrimination. It is possible to
conserve abuses and wrongs as well as to preserve
what is worthy of perpetuation and extension.
Again there are blind forces imoelling men to rush
forward to the untried and the unknown as if any
change of whatever character would necessarily
mark advancement. There is, however, a progress
downward as well as upward, and in these days of
varied speculation and unrest there are some who
profess to be prepared to take desperate leaps into
what many deem nothing short of the wildest
anarchy.

Change is one of the conditions of progress.
Within thc last quarter of a century much has
changed. Things may not appear to move rapidly
but if a point a few years back be selected and the
state of things then be compared w' 1 that now
existing it will be found that progress s definitely
marked. Last weck a most inter. "ting convention
was held in this city—and by the way Toronto is
being recognized as an excellent place for holding
conventions of various kinds. The eightcenth
anaual congress of the Association for the Advance-
ment of Women met here. Twenty years ago it
would have been the fashion topoke fun at the
gathering and the changes would doubtless have
been rung on the strong minded ladies who were
bent on making incursions beyond their proper
sphere. The papers of that time would—to adapt
Tom Hood—have “turned to mirth all things of
earth as only” journals “can.” Instead of that the
members of the Congress have been individually
and collectively most cordially welcomed by a num-
ber of represcatative bodies in the city, and the press
without exception has treated the Congress in a gen-
erous manner. In all this there is evident progress.
There is a growing spirit of fairness. Whatever
body of men or women espouse a cause for which
they desire a hearing the opportunity will not now
be denied them. They will not be met by unrea-
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soning ridicule, even if some of their new-fangled
proposals appear extremely ridiculous. Whoever
has got anything to say to the public may count on
an opportunity of saying it.

While this change in public sentiment regarding
women's movements is perceptible, a great many
remain unconvinced as to the desirablencss of some
of the things they advocate. Were the conviction
more common than it is that what arc usually
denominated woman’s rights ought to receive gen-
cral appraval, there is still much prejudice to be
overcome. So strong is the power of custom that
immcdiate and speedy changes in the direction
sought by the lcaders of the Women’s movement
cannot rcasonably be looked for. They, however,
are not of the kind to be easily discouraged. Evi-
dently they have resolved to work steadily and
carncstly on the lines they have laid down. The
scope of the Association that met last week is suffi-
ciently broad and comprchensive, affording room
sufficient for theconsidcration of all questions in which
they are interested and which haverelation to theends
they have in view. For instance, possibly all the
delegates to the Congress are avowedly in favour of
the extension of the political franchise to women.
Whatever may be said for or against that sweeping
change, it is not now within measurable distance of
adoption. In their advocacy of the proposal they
arc neither unreasonable nor precipitate. They do
not follow the methods of some one-idead reform-
ers that imp-~ratively demand all or nothing. On
the contrary, while omitting no fitting opportunity
for the advocacy of their claim to the full rights of
citizenship, they devote their attention to whatever
in their juigment is best fitted to promote the ele-
vation of woman in every sphere she occupies,
The question of Woman's political enfranchisement
will continue to be discussed, and it will occasion
no great surprise if in time it should generally be
conceded. After it has been enjoyed for a few
years it may be found other and different in its
results from what was anticipated. Its opponents
will no doubt be disappointed. Conferring on
woraen the right to vote will not cause a revolution,
neither will it be likely to produce the dire evils that
thosc opposed to the concession are accustomed to
prognosticac>.  On the other hand the possession of
the franchise may be disappointing in its results.
No 1 casure of reform yet adopted hz= turned out
as cuthusiastic promoters predicted. Making all
allowance for a shrinkage in the glowing rhetoric to
which those who someti.nes try to rouse the popular
conscience give unbridled re.a, the woman vote may
not be essentially different from what popular elec-
tion is now while restricted to male haands. Itis
expected that women generally will be on the side of
moral and social reform, but what may be the com-
plications by an enlarged franchise cannot yet be
predicted, It is not now manifest that women gen-
crally desire to possess the right to vote, ncither is
it evident that if they did they would generally use
the privilege. Experiments on a limited scale have
becn tried but they are by no means decisive. 1t is,
however, highly probable that in the future women
will be politically enfranchised, and it is not likely,
to say the least, that political life will fall below its
by no means clevated present level. If it can be
raised by the extension of the right of women to
vote, by =l means let the privilege be extended.

In the region of education and of practical philan-
thropy the Association for thé Advancement of
Women is doing admirable work. The papers read
and the discussions they originated give ample evi-
dence that on the great practical questions of the
time these women think seriously, and are carnestly
endeavouring to check the cvils that hurry social
life along the down-grade. The theories and sug-
gestions of some may be impracticable, but the
freedom with which they were discussed is an evi-
dence that nothifg calculated to throw light on
social problems will b¢ overlooked.

Woman's sphere is widening, and it is well to see
that she is becoining more alive to larger responsibili-
ties. And yetshe has a sphere from which she cannot
wellretire,  In the home with all her benign and ten-
der influence she rules supreme. It is her kingdom
by divine right. If the importance of the home is
diminished it would be a loss for which other gains
would scarcely compensate. The nation that is
indifferent to the sacred claims of home life, and
the moulding influences that it alone can supply
will have within it a source of weakness impos-
sible to remove by other means. Whatever good
may be accomplished by woman in the world’s
wide field—and there are magnificent possibilities
for her energies and devotion—the Christian home
will still afford a fitting sphere for her holiest min-
istry, and from it will come the polished shafts, the
pillars of the people’s hope.
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Books and Magaszines.

James CaLveaT © Ot From Datk to Dawn in Fiji. By R, Ver.
non. (Toronto : Archer G. Watson, Willard Tract Depository.)—
Missionary Literature is cunstantly receiving new accessions, Of late
many valuable works have appeared recording the triumphs of the
Gospel, and pressing home on the Christian conscience the duty of
extending Christ’s kingdom in the regions beyond. ** James Calvert "
is 2 most interesting little work, and whoever reads it will be the better
for the time spent over its pages. It is well written, Itisa good
piece of work conscientiously aone.

Tur Excuisnt [LLUSTRATED MAGAZINR, (New York : Mac.
millan & Co.)—The new volume, the scventh, of the Znplisk lins.
raled begins with the October number. An en raving from another
of the National Gallery portraits, a likeness of Leonardo Loredano,
Venetian Doge, forms the frontispiece,  Algernon Charles Swin.
burne contributes a lengthy poem, ** An Autumn Vision,” marked
by the characteristic power and beauty of his best work, The illus.
trated papers are * The New Trade Union Mouvement,” ** The
Vicar of Wakefiela and its Ilusteators,” ¢ In New Guinea® and
‘* Edinburgh,” by Mrs. Oliphant. The first two chapters of F.
Marion Crawlord’s new setial, ** The Witch of Prague,” and several
poems complete an excellent numbet.

PeRsIA : EASTERN MissioN. A Narsative of the Founding and
Forttunes of the Eastern Persia Mission.  With a Sketch of the
Versions of the Bible and Christian Literature in the Persisn and
Persian-Turkish Languages. By the Rev. James Bassett, author of
*¢ Persia : Land of the Imams.”  (Philadelphia : Presbyterian Boatd
of Publication ; Toronto - N. T. Wilson.)—Attention has recently
been drawn afresh to Persia by the Shah’s visit to Europe.  This
prepares us to read with intetest anythiog that throws light upon
that country, Mr. Bassett 1s well qualified to write on the subject,
having been a missionary in Persia for many years, The specific
object of this volume is to give the prncipal factsin the founding
and fortunes ot the Presbyterian mission in Eastern Persia.  The
baok is full of information concerning the wotk of this mission as
well as regarding the religious condition of the people. It contains
twenty five illustrations specially prepared from photographs which
will aid the reader greatly in forming true conceptions.

THk TREASURY #OR PAsTOR AND Prortx. (New York:
E. B. Treat.)—The October number of the Zrarsury shows,
in no department, any evidence of falling off. Dr. Mathews,
of St. Louis, bas the place of honour, his portrait forming the fron-
tispiece, and his capital sermon on ** The True Incentive ” heading
the Sermonic department. Thete is also a lively sketch of his life
with a view of his Church. Dr. G. H. Smyth's sermon on * Queen
Esther’s Devotion to hez People ** is rich with fine thought and prac.
tical lessons, These are followed by three very helpful articles on
** The Thanksgiving Service.” President Killen, of Belfast, Ireland,
discusses in a historical, discriminating manuner, *¢ The Rise of Pre-
lacy and its gradual Development.” ‘¢ Diversities of Religious Ex-
petience,” by Rev. W. A. Dicksoa,)is a thoughtful article that will be
tead with profit, and Professor Watts' Critiyue on Professor Drum-
mond’s *¢ Geeatest Thing in the World,” cannot fail to excite earnest
thought and searchings ¢f heart. No one should fail to read Dr.
\Wharton's article on ** Orgamized Sunday School Work, a Soluticn of
Natwoa! Problems.” Other leading papers are on ** The Money of
the Bible,” by the Curator of the Bntish Museum. * Howto bea
Paste:z, and Fireside Religion,” by Dr. Cuyler. These with other
valuable featares make an unusuaily excellent number.

THE PRESBY1ERIAN AND REtORMED REviRw., (New York:
Anson D. F. Randolph & Co.; Toronto : D. T, McAinsh.)—The
opening paper in this masteily uasterly is from the pen of Alfred
H. Kellogg, D D., of Bryn Mawr, 'a.  Itisan able discussion of
¢ The Egypticity of the Pentateuch.” Cheistian Van der Veen, of
Olivet, Mich., in a lengthy paper exhaustively treats of ** Biblical
Limits of the Presbytetian System of Government.” Dr. Jacobus
weiies on ** Country Missions " ; Professor McCloskie on *¢ The
Testimony of Nature,” and Professor Motris on ¢ The Religious
Consciou:ness.”  ** The Proposed New Chapter in the Form of
Church 'Sovernment” is discussed by Professor W, H. Roberts,
Rev. R. M. Pattersir: and President Francis L. Patton. Professor
C. W. Shiclds in ** Historical and Critical Notes " has an elaborate
paper on * The Doctrine of Calvin on Infant Salvation.” In the
same department the Rev. Charles Leaman, of Nanking, writes on
¢ The Conference of Missionaries to China,” and Dr. Worden, of
Philadelphia, comments on ¢ The Sixth International Sunday
School Coavention.” The Editorial Notes are : ‘¢ The Rev. Ran-
some Bethune Welch, D.D., LL.D.” by Professor W. J. Beecher,
D.D., LL.D; * The General Synod of the Reformed Church in
America,” by Re. Talbot W. Chambers, D.D., LL.D., and * The
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Churchin lanada,” by Prin.
cipal William Caven, D.D. Whatever is noteworthy in theological
and general literature finds a place in the ample and admirably con.
ducted depastment allotted to literature.

HisTORY OF THR PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN IRRLAND. For
readers on this side the Atlanticc By Rev. William Cleland.
(Toronte : Hart & Co.)—This is a fresh contribution to ccclesiasti-
cal histnry, which deserves a cordial welcome. It narrates the rise
and progress of Presbyterianism in Ireland, and shows thut it has
sent out vigorous offshoots tu other and distant lands, and that it
has bad & matked influence on the moulding of *Presbyterianism on
this continent. Leading up to the special purpose of the book
therse are introdactory chapters on the Civil and Ecclesiastical
History of Ireland from the earliest times, and an accou:* of the,
Reformation in Ireland. The vicisitudes of the Church are detailed
with a care and filelity highly commeadable, and the narrative is
brought down to the preseat time. Mr. Cleland has shown him:eif
eminently qualified for the task he has undertaken. He is perfec.ly
at home in bis subject, and hay, made it his aim to be sccura=,
There is no undue expansion of the abundan’ material at his dis.
posal. Instead he bas studied brevity, and gives evidence that he
understands the virtue of condensation. His styleis clear and pel-
lucid. The book is neat and tastefal in appearance, and is every way
fitted for wide circulation ; it deserves to havea large constituency,
and is sure to make a good impression wherever it goes.



