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If thé editor, and the intelligent compositor, and the proof
90Ittlr, and tht postofice officiais, and the raiiway people do
thtir work promptly, and the clerk of the weather does nat
brioR an hettvy snow drifts, this issue cf TuE CANADA PRES'-
IIVTRIIIN should enter many homes ce the afternoon cf
Chrîstmas Day,

It ubould tnake ts appearance about thet ime that the
Roodti itti l 8loading up bis briarroot, and the good woman is
taklng ri can vitw of the situation with that knowing look
whlCh Indicates that she is monarch of al she surveys, and
the girls ate getting ready te drive or skate, and the big baya
are leavitig their owii sisters ta viait aomebody else's sister,
and the lihte boys are getting out their sleighs, anri tht child-
ria are biesslng tht mnlomry of Old Santa Claus.

IIt woulc be unpardonable at such a ime te, introduce
tpIn 1t sinto n good man's bouise. Let us have

ptaceo Wn t anoon and evening. Neyer mnd the Jesuit
Bill1 or Ili 'eparate Scbool question or Mowaî's stulibarnness
ln esttflingto go. Let business take care of itscîf for one
dRy. Let those mnen wbo have been kindly superintending tht
tarth for a year allow tht Being who made the world te take
charge af It fer a few heur,. Tht men who have been carry-
log the whole Churcb on their shoulders should aise bave a
tost. Even tht Organic Unionists who flRht eacb other for
union tan staflrd te, stop until the second day cf tht New
Yoar.

One of tht drawbacks of advanced civilization is that tee
many peophe are constantly discussing controverted ques-
tions. A certain proportion cf aur population read party
ntwspàpers, polemîcal pamphlets, and listen te speeches on
controyerled questions, and wrangle at eltcticns and argue
wIth theîr nelgbbours untîl they degenerate inte human par-
cupîno.. Constant thresbing out cf controverted questians
dotsonot produce the higbest type of character. Thé most
txampratlng tif men is tht man who thinks be would bave
made a gond lawyer.

Now we rankly admit that in a fret country there must
be a gond deai cf argument. Even bard words are easier te
boar than cald steel. In a stIf-governed Cbnrch like the
Ptesbyterlati there must always be much discussion. Tbe
bout of men cannot decide on the best thing te be dont witb-
out turnlng questions ever and looking at tbem frcm ail sides.
If wo bail a Pape armed with power te say ",Yen muai,"1
thoro would be ne discussion, but we have ne Pope. We
could eamiîy gel ont at a rusonable salary, but tht majority
af our people have ne iiking for Popes. Were we ta import
or leet une, the people might refuse to raise bis stipend.
The nmere Introduction of the fPope's name inte Mr. Merciers
famous Bill1 caused some unpieasantness. What wouid tht
people who nover attend tht congregatianal meeting say if
the Church shauld eiect a Pope te manage their Cburch busi-
noms andi ask tbem te pay bis saiary ?

It may b. aise admitted that the man who wants te argue
tvery question is a better man and perbapa a better Christian
than the lauguid orientai who takes ne interest in anything.
Even the man who always Ilobjects"» may bc more useful
than the la2y fellow who dots nothing but lie on bis native
#and and fan himief. Tht man who instinctively Ilcbjects '
has bis ures, but une wel-regulated family shoulil bave any
use for hlm an Christmas Day Th'is is a day of peace. Let
poète relgo ln every home and evtry beart.

This lu a day for kind/y thoughts. If there is anybody you
cannot think afiln a kindly way, don't think of him at aIl. If
there la anybedy yen cannot set any god in, don't look at
hlm at ai. 0f course a much bigber and better exercise cf
mînti would be te, practise tht precents laid down in tht
Sermon on tht Maunt, but Vour pastor ne donbt said sorne-
ting on that question last Sabbatb, and said it better than
we cta ay It bere.

TiIs uhould be a day for chas-able judgmexts. Equal
Rlghteru wbe conciuded ast spring that tht «'188 are very
bat mer., Il slaves of Rome," who concussed their conscien-
cesuand bartertd their manhood for tht Catholic vote, might
do a worte thing than look ever tht division list again and
&et If there are net sanie nanits tbere that forbid any sucb
conclusion. Cathahics migbt look around upon their Protest-
ant nzaIghbours andl asic themsehves if it is really a fact that
ail tIbes peepe-these good neighbours-are beretics on tht

'hIgh road te tht bad place. Protestants migbt ask themselves
If tome of their Catholic neighbours are net just as kind'y
and agreoabheurwigbbours as tbey have. Tories might re-
vise tmorn f their judgments about LI:terais, and Liberals
mlgbt Asic themselvea if, aliter al, Sir John Macdonald bas
ont don. tm orn od things fer Canada. It would not hurt
an hontst Tory te admit on Christmas Day that Mr. Laurier
lau én loquent, pure, bigh-minded gentleman, that Mr. Mac-
kenzie le a man that any country night be prgud of, and tbat
Mr. Mowaî hlan bonest, wise and learned statesman wbo.
ca ca bis part anywhere from the Privy Council down tnaa
North Oxford cattle show and neyer make a niistak e. Tt
ubouiti not speil any honeat Grit's Christmas dinner ta, admit
that Sir John Macdonald bas given bis life work te, bis coun-
try, that he lu a sîngularly able man in certain lines, and that

a country mlngulariy bard te geverfi bas mý,de marvellous pro-
groés.durink bis terni cf office.

Corne now, gentlemen, own up. There are some good and
able mn In tht public life ofhis country. Speait charitably
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of them on Christmias Day, and let us be thankfui for the ser-
vices they render.

This shouid lie a hoine Ly. It is no iime for going tn the
ladgc or going out ta sec a man or anythîr.gpf that kind. But
time is up, and we close by wisbîng a Merry Christmas ta
the readers of this column. We Ilhad a thing ta say » ta aur
niany friends, but let it go. Enough ta thank them for manv
kind and appreciative words, and wsb theni, as we do from
our heart of hearts, the best blessings that heaven bestows.

RELICIQUS INS2'RUCTIONV IN TH1E PUBLIC
SCHOOLS.

M ~REV. DR. DUVAI, WINNIPEG,.

The question of religions instruction in the public schools
is evidentiy anc of absarbing interest in the Prairie Province.
Recently the Rev. Dr. Duval, of Knox Charcb, Winnipeg,
preached a sermon ta bis congrtgàtion an the subject, taking
for bis text Isaiah liv. 13, IlAnd ail thy cbildren shall be
taught cf the Lord ; and great shall be the peace of thy chil-
dren.1" Ater introductory remarks of a general nature hie
said White it is unwarrantable for the respective sects ta set
Up separate schoois upon public funds ta propagate their pe-
culiar tenets, and white I believe the governiment sbould
inaugurate anc system aof schoois for general public educatian,
1 believe it necessary that these schools

bliOU1L.>HAVE SO.NE RELItLOUs INFLUENC;E
exerted upon then-itright be as simple as the solerna read-
ing of God's word and prayer.

i. This is not by any means inconsistent with the separation
cf Church and State. Religiaus influence is flot ecclesiastical
influence. The -Church does flot monnpolize prayer-prayer
is native ta the sout. Tacitus, the heatbe.n, speaks with sur-
prise of a tribe cf Fins so dcgraded as not ta, pray. It was
Franklin, flot a confesscd Christian, the philosopher friend
(not ini every sense) of Voltaire, who with tremulous solicitude
for unity of spirit in the faunders of the great American Re-
public, pleaded in terms akin ta inspiration, notwithstanding
the principie cf separatian cf Church and State, for prayer
ta the source of ail grace for guidance in the national coun-
cils. If, then, the people desîre prayer at the beginning of
their children's studies for grace ta mould th. .aind and purify
the hArt, it i

THEIR NATURAL RIGHT
ta have if. No rnînority, be it agnostic, infidel, Jew, or Ro-
man Cathoiic, bas tbe right te deny ta the nlajority this
natural rigt , whie, an the contrary, the majarity bas ne
right ta compel the mnerity ta canforr in any attitude cf
mind or heart cantrary ta its conscience, nor does the major-
ity wsh them ta conforin. Members cf Congress bave the
rigbt ta stay away froin prayer ; so in aur scbools, thase wba
wish can bie excused. And that is aIl the riRlit that a minar-
ity bas in sucb a case. Suppose an infidel sbould go ta Con-
gress and say, "I amn eiected ta Congress, but se long as your
great majority bave prayer I will flot corne inY. What wouid
tbe majesty cf sixty millions of people repiy ? Would it say,
IlWell, we wili just put it ail away te satisfy you ?" No;
but they would say, ," We do not interfere witb your consci-
ence,

VOU ('AN COME IN OR GO HOMfE,
just as voit please. You can attend prayer or corne after it.'
"IThe Sovereign Law is the State's collected will, whicb siti
empress crewning goad and repressing ill."

(2) And wbat is said of prayer appiies te tbe reading cf
the Bible ; the Churcb dees net manopalize the Bible. It is
tho, Good Book froin wbicb Churches draw their instruction
and strength. But it is aise the source of intellectuai and
moral strengtb ta cauntiess souls that are net allied ta, any
Cburch. Christ is the Ligbt cf the World. The Christian
principies whiich that Book contains bave for ages been a
part cf the common iaw cf European civilizatian, and especi-
aily of tbe people of tbe Britisb Isies and tbeir colonies.
Wben aur fatbers came to this continent tbey came in a gen-
eral sense as a

CHRISTIAN AND BIBLE-LOVING PEOPLE.
They read it before tarting on their dangerous voyage,

and prayed te tbe cammon Lord, cf wbomn it speaks, for pro-
tection by the way. By its instruction and in its spirit, they
gave thanks upon their arrivai. Tbey set up bornes in its
faitb ; their heartbstcnes were blessed by its presence; their
tniarriages and baptisms were solemnized under the sanctions
afit us ruth ; their funerais were conducted with the synipathy
cf its grace. It bas been with us tbe symbol cf the presence
cf God, guarding tbe sanctity cf tbe aatbs cf testators and
wtnest.e6 in courts cf law. Our liberties were bora out of if
and are sustained bv sis spirit. Our literature is filled witb
it. I is in the warp and woof cf aur wboie social character and
there are few, indeed, ta dispute that it is the

SECRET 0F THE VIRTUE AND GREATNESS
cf the peoples whose lives it contrais. This being so, cati it
wbat yen wilil Word cf God"1 by the Christian ; IlGreat
Werk in Moral Science " by the Agnostic,-tbe people bave
ini it a great heritage, and the majority of tbe people have a
prescriptive right ta continue its influence in soute way as a
factor in public education, espécially when fhey impose on ne
one's conscience-religions or zion-religions scruples- excus-
ig ail who desire ta be excused, from any participation in

its instruction. Our Jewish feliow-citizens, Agnostics or Ro-
man Catboiics, conid not.ask more if tbey bave any regard for
the rights of the majority, the intcgrity of tbe country, and the
conscientious duty cf that majority ta, regulate the country
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and guide it toward what they deeni its highest weil-being.
And especiaiiy deoI1flot see wby aur Roman Catholic feiio*-
citizens sbould abject te such an adjnstmnent, seeizig that they
can hold their own Bibles in their bands or, if in the niajority,
choase the Douay version te be read, or be excused from ail,
as they may elect. The province does net wish ta do them,
injustice. Te leave tbe Bible eut cf tbe scboais wonid secin
te make those.scbaols

MORE OBJECTIONABLE TO THEM,
upon the plea cf godiessness. And, as Dr. Duryea well points
out, it ia net a matter cf Ilthe fai b"I in the Catholic Church
that the Scripture shahl not be rd(d, but it bas been the poiicy
cf the leaders cf tbat Church for wbat seemed te them good
andi sufficient reasons te discourage its reading among the
common people, and "la matter cf palicy," *he well says,
Ilcannot bind the conscience." - And Roman Catholic authe-
raies are not agreed in objection ta the reading of the bible
in public schonls. Cardinal Manning bas pubiisbed his
views ta the world by sayisîg, '<I1arn glad that tbe Bible is
read in the public schaols cf Engiand.I"

The Catholic and Protestant Christians have many

FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES IN HARMONY,
eneugh, indeed, ta unite in a aystemn of national schools
under Christian influence, but flot under ecclesiastical con-
trai. And a refusalita loin in some plan equitable te al, that
will make îÇîe Province bomnogeneous, progressive and safe,
cannot fait ta impress the public mind with the belief that
aur Roman Catholie citizens continue tbe medipeval preten-
sians ta the right cf absolute contrai ; and, in tht absence
cf that, the policy of the mon-affiliation, and disposition ta
draw from the country tbe strength ta ultimately contrai
it. 1 hope we may net bave reason even te suspect it.

And now with regard te those cf non-Christian senti-
ments, 1 appeai te thern ta think seriousiy befere tbey oppose
Christian influence in the public scboois. And ta those
Vounger men wbc, witb genereus impulses, are ready ta do
wbat seems braad and generous ; I appeai ta tbern te think
carefully. Tbe idea cf a systein ai scbools without any re-
ligieus influence, wblere the Jew and Christian, agnoatic and
infidel, can aIl be on the saine footing,

- SEENIS INDERD BROAD AND GENEROUS.
But it is as speciaus as broad, as dangeraus as genercus.
You are te ask an whose footing you are putting ail. Is it
not bringing ail dawn te tbe footing of the agnoticilaI it
Dot asking, perbaps, ninety per cent. of the people whose
souis have grcwn te the idea that in ail their ways they
shouid acknowledge God, that He migbt direct their pallhs,
ta say in this mcst important way, IlWewîilnet acknewiedge
Him, and don't care wbether He directs aur paths or net il »
And yon asic men cf positive faith and godiv principie te de
this for the sake cf a sinail minerity wbo are at best nega-
tive on the subject. And you do it neediessiy. Yon de ht
wbite tbis great majority is wiiing te excuse tbis minarity
frein any p-trticipation in the feature te wbicb they abject.
(2) You do it te try

A D^;..LEROUS EXPERIMENT.
Daniel Webster, ln a masteily discaurse upon this subject,
puts the question, " In what age, by what sect, where, when,
and by whom, has.reiigious truth been excluded from the cdu-
cation cf youthilNewhere 1 Neyer 1 Everywhere and at al
turnes it bas been regarded as essential."

Are we ready to venture the moral weii-being cf this pro-
vince upen a nostrnm that bas bad ne historic warrant frott the
varions acheels cf reputabie psychic physicians i The experi-
ment bas proved a failure in higher education, and how much
more might we expect it ta fait among thase less able ta ap-
preciate the motives fnrnished by philosophy. 1 have in a let-
ter (rom Dr. Duryea the case of Cornell Vnivezsity. It vas
Ilfounded as a secular scbool, and ail religious teachîng was
te be onitted, if net prohibited." Tbe abject was te prevent
religions bias in the pur.aait cf inteliectual work and scientific
investigation.

Alter tht experiment bad been fairiy tried, and white Pre-
aident White was absent on bis foreign mîssion for the Gev-
crament, the vice-president, himseif an avowed agnost-c, en-
tered the pariaur of the Congregational pastor, the Rev. Mr.
Tyler, one Saturday night, and ahruptly iaid, IlMr. Tyler,

WE MUST RAYE PREACHING
at the University." Tile paster, with surprise, repliid,
IlWbat ? Do yon say tbat ? And pray wby?" IlBecause
we cannet de aur work witbout it."Il Why flotil »I"Be-
cause we cantnat get scboiarship." . IlHaw is that VI"IlWe
bave not the motives by which we cati get the right spirit, and
tht needful application on the part cf tht students ; they must
be moved. And as matters are they can ho, moved by moral
cA'siderations and religious sentiments."

Thîe result was the building of Sage chape] and the endow-
ment cf its puipit by Mr. Sage's son. And since thia Mr.
Sage has endowed a chair cf ethics, from wbicb, principies
are set forth in sympathy with the teachings cf Christ.

1 am iately aise informed cf another -coliege in tht weat
fcunded on agnastic principles, but wbich bad te be surre nd-
ered tei a Christian central for motive pewer ta ruri it-it is
now a Presbyterian Synodical coilege. This ia simple verifi-
catien ofthe trnth declared by that great German, Luthardt;
"Religion is, as it wtt-e,

LIFE'S FORCING POWER
<Triebkraft),"I and Il it's an actual historicai tact that human
iife owes te religion its beat' and.fuhiest dovoiopmenti"

Tht trouble with ail these Ilno.'religion"i scbftmes s t
maistakte tht end of eduvatiQn, -ite


