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HIS CAA'E.

God holds the kry ai ail unknown,
And 1 arn glad ;

Il aiber bands should bold the key.
Or if fle trusîed lt ta me,

1 mlght besqad.

%Vhat if to.mornaw's cires wcre bete
Witbauî ils rcst ?

1 bail rather h-le unlock the day,
Andi ai the boîîrs swinje opea say,

IlMy will is besi.

The very dimacss ai miy skght
Mlakes nie secure,

For, groping in my) misty way.
1 let Iis hand-I bear lm say,

IlMby bclp is sure."

1 cannot rcad Ilis future plan,
But ibis 1 know.

I have the smilfng ai luis face,
And aIl tht refuge ai Ilis grace,

NVhlle here below.

Enougb ; ibis covers ail my want,
And so I rest ;

For mvhat 1 cannai lie cati sec,
And in Ilis care 1 sure shaîl bc

Foreven biest. -Rv. 10h,: Parker.
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LOVALTY TO COD AND TEMPORAL IILESSING.

-11Y REV. J. C. QUINN, -M.A., EMERSON, MAIN.

It wiii flot bc inapprapniat at ibis stason ai tht
year ta direct tht attention ai aur people ta the veny
intirnate relation that exisîs betireen loyahty ta God,
especially in systematic giving, and temporal biessing.
WVe miglut citt many passages froni Holy bcripture in
support af aur position. We mviii content ourselves with
a few : Praverbs iii. 9, to-" Honaur tht Lord with
îby substance, and witb the first fruits ai ail thine in-
creaýse," ttc ; IlSetk ye flrst tht kingdom ai Gad and
Mis rigbîeousness, and ail] these things shail be
(tbrown in with the bargain] added unto you "-Mat-
thew vi. 33.

In fact me ste this relationship between loyalty ta
God and abundant temporal blessing running tbrough
thé whole range of Bible his tory and biograpby. Wtti
wiii take ont ai tnany cases, that ai Abrahanm, with
-;vhich Wc are ail familiar. Whtn tht Lord called
upon him ta leave Un ai the Chaldees-to gave
up homne, kindred, and fahlow wbithersaever God
would lead him-Abraîm, ai once obtyed the divine
mandate. Me made baste ta falloir God's directions,
and in imphicit, unquestioning faith and prompt obedi-
ence me find tht secret ai bis abundant success ta
Iiit.-success in tht bighest elements, bath spiritual
and temporal. Ht neceived tht divine faveur wbich
is better than life, and an abuimdance of eartbly goods
-in caîthe, silver and gold. "And Abraham was vtny
rich ini catie, in silver and in galq "-Gen. xiii 2.-
Ai the way tbrougu ibis remarkablt :an'ýsecartre2
flnd anc praminent habit 'ai hite, especîaliy enipha-
sized in Scripiure story, "And there he builded an altar
unto the Lord, and cahled upon tbe name ai tht Lard"
-'-Gen. xii. 8.

*WVheneven, duning bis wanderings under divine
direction, Abraham pitcbed bis lent Ilhe built an altar,
anmd called upon tht name ai tht Lord." Me acknow-
iedged tht Lord as bis Gad beiore bis hausehold, bis
people and tht world at lange. Cati ire for a marnent
imagine ihat lue, who thus faitbfully, regularly and
pubiicly acknawledged Gad, , uld be reîniss in de-
voting a portian ai his means tohe maintenance ai
truc religion? ViTe canna: tbink so. Wtt have clear
evidence that be contributed ai bis substance ta God.
Ht gave tithes ta Mtlchiredek, for we rend, "'And be
gave him tithes ai ai "-Gen. xiv. 20.

Whtn we study tht lufe ai Abraham ini view ai tht
contrasted lite ai Lot its promune 'nt icatures became
tnuch moant apparent. How pheasant ta contemplate
tht s:eadY controliing piety ai Abrabain, aiter pan-
dering tht prevailing wmvonlintss ai Lot 1

Lot buiit no altar. Thene appears no etTort an bis
ýarttomaintain cubher personal or famuly religion.
Tht [car ai God iras in bis case h1eld iargely in abey-
ance by an intense and absorbing love of gain, and a
constant effort ta attain a woridly can'petenct. But
we need not dwell an ihese painful details. Lat mas
almastlasI. His life-was well-nigb a failure. Wby?
Ht wag not heartY in ioliawing Gad, and tbough be
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had a knowledgc ai the trutb lie iras not fully non
aiways held by il. "A double-mindtd iait ie un-
stable in ail bis ways.l" He did nat cultivate daily
piety, nor enjoy ieliawship with Gad, and consequently
be liad nat that success in hite tbat God gave ta bis
uncle, Abraham. Ht bad tht saine appartuaities,
but did flot miilite thei. Let us ernulate the piety
and devation ai Abrahami, and ire taa ivili flnd by a
similar experience that dicte is an intimnate relation
betweer. loyalty ta God and temporal blessing-that
if re" Ilbonour the Lord mith aur substance," i-e mviii
dent bountifully with us, according ta the Word in
Praverbs iii. ia. Let us advance frram the individual
ta the nation.

WVe set tht same pnincipît irben We study the bis-
tory ai God's dealings with lsrael.

la taking a generai survey ai tht luistory ai the
Israelites, we rcacb this canclusion ; Whien they
sought God with a perfect hecart tbey irere saved from
tht yoke ai bandage, and received abundant spiritual
pnivileges and temporal blessings. Wben in pros-
perity for a longer or shorter pcriod they forgot ta
bonour Gad-and this iras irequcatly the case--thley
irere subjected ta chastisement, bath by God and
neighbauring nations.

WVe cannai antcr into detuils bere, but the painstak;
ing reader cati easily verify aur statemeat by rtading'
tht books of Exodus, Joshua and Judges, etc. Ia a
Word, the eture histary ai God's ancient people is
made up ai a stries ai sinnings nnd repeatings, chas-
tisemeats and blessings, ail tht way througb ta the
advent ai Jesus Christ. Andi since their rejectian
and crucifixion of Christ, tht past nineteea centunies
have beerà an uainterruptd season ai chastisement,
following the imprecatian self-imposcd, 'Ili s blood
be upon us and aur children."

Wtt mil giance at tht petiod ai isratl's history in
the timne ai tht prophets Jaci and MNalachi as a fair
sample ai the wbole. Ia spite ai tht repeated warn-
ings, comnmands and exhortations that bad been given
ta lsrael by tht pneceding prophets, tht people bad
gant back tromn serving God ta grass idolatry. Gad's
bouse had been ncglected, priests and people having
ceased ta acknawiedge Gad. What was the resuli ai
ail this?-Widespiead sin and inimorality, fip~lure of
tht staple products or tht soit, and tht irbole country
was laid w:i.Sec fuit description in Jati i. loci by
divine authonity catis tht nation ta retura ta God, con-
iessing and forsaking their sins, ta acknowledge God
with tht assurance ai an abundant blessing, spiritual
and temporal, in their retura ta allegiance ta the God
ai lsrael. Tht saine pninciple abtains, and. is illus-
trated ;n Malachi iii. 8-12.

Israel bad again iailed in tht service ai jthoval;
tbey had becorne bath %varldiy and idolatrous, and
ai course tht service ai tht sancf uary had langtlashed.
Priests and people had neither ti-ne nor inclination
ta serve God, and the usual resuit followed, viu., tht
loss ai God's favour ana ciepnivation ai temporal good.
God, by the prophtt Malachi, makes anoîber appeai ta
tbern, exborts them ta hanaur Hirn by tht efficient
maintenance afithe services af His bouse, cha!lenging
theni ta prove Him by" bringing in ail the tîthes ta
tht treasury," and praniising ta bestair abundant spini-
tuaI and temporal blessing-Malachi iii 8-12. Study it.

"lHanour tht Lord with thy substance" ivas a
standing lair in Israel, and ire have seen above that
when tht people abeyed tht divine comirnand they tn-
joyed tht favour ai God and abundani ovcrflowing ai
temporal blessing.

This conmmand is binding upon us. If Isracl
in tht shadoirs ai the Old Te6tament dispensaîton
received good in the hine af God's commands,
shahl we nlot in tht fuller ligbî ai tht Gospel dis-
pensation receive nmant abundant blessing if we are
iaitbiul ta aur position and bigh priviheges? This
wiil without doubt be aur experience if ire fil in tht
conditions as laid down in tht Word ai God. And
these conditions are bit no means irksarne. IlHon-
aur tht Lord 'witb thv substance," IlSeek ye first tht
kingdom ai God and Mis righteousness, andaîl thiese
tbings shall be added unta you."

Let us not only kaow but do tht truth here indi-
cated by tht Holy Spirit. God bas heard aur pnay-
ers and given ta aur people, as a rule, ail aver tht
country, this season bountifully ai tht gaod things
ai life. A harvest, unprecedented in tht bistory ai
tht North-WVest, bas came ta neirard tht assidu-
aus and ardtious labours ai the (armer, and shah! ire
refuse ta give ta God ai His amP?
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Let the irst fruits be fathiully and prornptîy de.
voted te God and i-is cause-let us bereby and here-
witb prove the truth af the divine challenge in Mal.
iii. 8.12, and we wvill find Our seuls abundantly bicssed
and aur c.ountry prosperous.

The licathen Hitndtit(rmer can tcach usa whoiesorne
tesson just here. WVlica the H indu harvests his
grain nnd bas it threshcd, the first thing lie doe5 is ta

ike out a portion (not a srnall portion) for his MIdo
god bciore he uses any for his iarnily. If a heathen
titus prornptly and libcrally honours bis idol god,
shal nlot the believer in the truc God set aside at
least the tcnth as the Lord's portion beforc consider-
ing his own pcrsonal and farnily claiis ? Let God's
cdaim be honoured first. We cannot afford ta ignore
God's dlaim. Just think wbat a calamnity it would bc
if Gad were ta blow a breath af frost upan the land,
WVliat devastation it would produce I Cod bas
pledged Hirnself ta rebuke the destroyer for aur
sakes if WC Serve Hil flrSt-Mal. iii. 8-12.

Oh my friends, we are dealing with our toving hea-
venly Father. Let us devise liberal things, remem-
bering that Jesus bas said, Il It is more blcssed ta
give than ta receive," and th*at IlGod loveth the
cheerful giver," IlThere is that scattereth and yct in-
creascth.» I "Wc get rich laying out abundance rather
than by laying up abundance." %

Again, tbis principle hasalso the sanction of aur
Saviour's life and tenching during H-is earthly minis-
try. In His awn life work ive bave a commentary
an His own saying, "lIt is more blcssed ta give than ta
receive." This principle underiies that Word in Mart.
vi. 35, IlSek ye flrst the kingdom af God and 1Uis
righteousncss," etc. Our highest interests are bound
up with God's interesis, and wiIl be iound ini tbe way
af God's commiands, in the keeping of which there is
great teward.

WVbatS g!.dater reward cati we bave than this?
"Whoso flndetb Me findeth lieé, and shall briag

Ianîb favour from the Lord-Prov. viii. 3s." IlGod-
liness is profitable unta ail things, having the
promise ai tbe life tbat naw is and that whicb is ta
corne." Strely this ought ta tend us ta Hini and ta
faith in His narne and daily loving service here and
endiess service in heaven. "His servants shall serve
Him, and thfey shahl set His face."

In conclusion : If you tura ~a Mark xii. 41, and
.Matt. vi. 1-4, you:wilfind tbat we in aur worship in the
sanctuary are under the eye ofijesus Christ. This is
a truth which, white we hiold it ia theory, i% flot gene.
rally recognized in practical life by God's people as i
shouid be.

That Jesus takcs an abiding iaterest in the service
and giits ai His people we tInd taught in these pas-
sages and elsewhâre ia Scripture. IlJesus sat aver
against the treasury, aîxd beheld bow the peopie cast
rnoney into ti;e treasury." The interest Jesus then
taok in tht service of God's bouse He still takes.
Wffould ta Gad we ail daily feit this abiding interest of
j esus in hawv people cast maney itt the treasury. If
wc did how rnany ai us would be ashamed ai aur
paltry gifs.

Here in tht sanie pew the master casts in, it may
be, a dollar bill, and the servant a quatter, but neither
of them sees Jesus looking at them as IIHe sits aver
against the treasury." If Jesus were but seen, the
master would cast in a five-dahlar bill and the servant
nt least ont dollar. For Christ's sake -*bat a-rtvolu-
tion would take place in aur Church finance did aur
people sec IlJesus sitting over against the treasury, be.
holding how the people cast money into the trtaury" i
Oh for tht Ile>e-baîve' ofc tht Holy Spit Io optn
aur tyts and ta dlean our vision that we: rnght se
Jesus daily, but especiaily as "IHe sits over against
tht treasury.»

Oh. Lord, help us as niinister and people ta ste Thee
and ta recognize Thy deep interest in ail the affairs and
wark of Thy Churcb, and enable us ta devate regu.
larly a just proportion of aur incarne ta the further-
ance af Thy cause for Thy glary, for Christ's sace.

"CHIIS'Vs tirne," says Prafesser Drummond, Ilwas
largeiy taken up in making people happy.,

THE exampies ai maternai influence arc countless
Solomon bimsehf records the wards of wisdomn that
tll from lis mother's lips, and Tirnothy was taught
tht Scriptures from. a child by his grandinother and
bis moîher. Pirents wbo thus act and teach and
pray rnay weli cammit their cbildrcn ta Him Ilwho
delighteth in mercy.1"


