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BVANGELIZATIUN IN FRANCE.

In previous letters I gave a brief account of Mission
work in France, by tho * Evangelical Society of
France ” and by the * Central Protestant Society.” 1
shall now try to describe the leading {eatures of the
“ Evangelical Home Mission,” or * Mission [nté.
rieure,” as it {s called. The

HOME MISSION,

so far as it can be sald to be a distinct society, had its
ongin, cleven years ago, in the south of France. The
condition of the country, morally and spiritually, at
the close of the Franco.German war, was such as to
excite the sympathy of Christian people of all denomi.
nations, and an effort was made to engage all lay-
men a3 well as pastors, according to their gifts, in
some Christian work, with tha view of directing the
minds of the people, now occupied with thelr calamt.
ttes, to higher and nobler thoughts and purposes,
Groups of Christians met to study the Word of God,
and to encourage each other in their season of dark-
ness. and this naturatly led to efforts to draw others
into their meetings, to share in the comfort and conso.
lauon these unions were found to yield. Mothers’
meetings were organized, Sunday scbools for the young
were opened, and “ Conferences” were held, when
some topic deemed suitable to the occasion was dis.
cussed in terms adapted to the capacity of the au.
dience, and in a spirit fitted to gain attention and win
confidence. In order to serve as a bond of union
amongst these varicus groups, a ¢ Central Committes ”
was formed at Nismes, Mons. Babut, one of the most
active as well as one of the most able and evangelical
pastors of the Reformed Church, taking the leading
part in this fresh evangelistic movement—a position
which he continues to occupy. The success of the
scheme attracting attention in other parts of the coun-
try, prominent men, such as pastor Theodore Monod,
50 well known in Ametica and Britain, aided the work
with characteristic zeal and energy. Agents—some
temporary, others permanent—were engaged to visit
different districts, to arouse an interest in the objects
of the  Central Committee,” and to organize branch
associations. At length, in 1879, 2
PARIS COMMITTER

was formed to aid the Southern Committee, and to
extend the influence of the mission to those northern
and central portions of the country which it was found
impossible for the * Central Committee " to overtake.
This branch of the Mission- -also composed of Chris-
tians of all denomunations—occupies tself chiefly
with the evangelization of Roman Catholics, by means
of public lectures and conferences in districts where
no Protestant service is held. It also aids the other
Missionary Societies in forming stations , and where
churches have been estaulished, it seeks to add to
their membership by its work amongst the Catholic
postion of the population. In this way the Paris
Committee has entered thirty-three departments ; and
judging ficm the reports which appear from time to
time, the success which has attended the labours of
its agents has far exceeded their expectations. MM,
Fourneau, Reveilland and Hirsch—npames famihar
to all acquainted with evangehzation 1n France—are
always at work 1n some part of the country, and almost
invanably meet with a hearty reception trom all classes
of the people. But in addition to these permanent
agents, many Pans pastors, suck as M. Monod, M.
Pressense, M. Meyerand others, pay occasional visits
to different localities, and hold meeungs— * popular
reunions ” they are called in France—and aid in every
way the progress of the work aumed at bythe commuttee.,
The “reuntons ” of Mr. McAll, which are extending
so rapidly to all parts of the country, act 1n harmony
with those of the * Home Mission,” the two mutually
h: ung each other, the agents of the one acung as
the a gents of the other, both having the same object
inview,

7 he most {riendly relatior exist also between this
and the other missionary societies, to which 1t acts as
an auxihary, serving as a bond of union between the
different stauons, and having on 1ts commuttee sepre-
sentauives of the general sccieties.  Colporteurs visit
country fairs aad dispose of Bibies, Teswaments, rel-
gious books, etc. Sewing classes are held in which the
young are taught to woik, and religious instruction

imaparted at the same ume , hospuals and prisons are )

visited, and the consolatory truths of the Gospel
spoken.

How are the services of evangelists received, and
what frult dothey bear?  \Vith regard to fruit, it would
be premature to say much. It {s still the sowing time
In France, and right glad all friends of the truth are
that they have leave to sow, knowing that the sced
possesses a vitality which will one day manifes? tself.
Of the reception of the agents of the Mission, both by
Roman Cathulics and Freethinkers, it can be truly
said that but little opposition is shown in any part ot
the country, even in those districts most subject to the
power of the priests. A respeclful hearing is given to
the speakers, and in most cases a warm, even an
enthusiastic reception 1s accorded, Very generally an
tnvitation is extended to them to repeat thelr visit.
Uf course much depends on the judgment of the agent
who undcrstands his audience, and has tact to put the
truth in a form least offeasive to the prejudices of the
people. In several Roman Catholic towns where
confercnces have been held, places of worship have
been opened, and a fair attendunce secured. Country
journals tell of towns where fifty, one hundred and
more families, disgusted with the intolerance of Ro-
manism, and with the hostile attitude of the priests to
the republic, with the absurdity of reported miracles,.
and the scandals which the law courts reveal, have
left that Church and embraced Protestantism. There
may be exaggeration in this, but still the fact of poli.
tical journals ip France noticing religious meetings of
this sort, shows that there is substantial progress be-
ing made. The Monde, a Catholic paper, referring to
certain addresses by M. Réveillaud at Dijon, says:
“ M. Réveillaud, formerly on the staff of a Republi-
can journal at Troyes, and calling himself a delegate
of a Committee of Instruction, held three meetings,.
where, on pretext of exposing the tendencies of mo-
dern thought and the dangers of clericalism, heattack-
ed with fury the Jesuits, the Inquisition, the Dragon-
nades, Louis X1V, and Popish superstitions. He
treated his subject with a vehement declamatory elo-
quence which seemed greatly to please his audience.
He was applauded, After all, however, his eloquence
was only a trick,” etc.  Still there was agplause, on
the showing of the AMonde, M. Theodore Monod
having delivered a lecture on Fesus Laigue at Bou-
logne.sur-mer, the France du Nord published a very
sympathetic report of it, in which, while taking excep-
tion to the ideas expressed, it rendered homageto the
talent and liberalism of the speaker. Annther paper,
after speaking of two lectures by M. Bertrand at Viré,
says that he ¢ caused to vibrate the chord patrioticand
the chord religious of the Virois® etc. In Canada
these matters may seem small and insignificant, but in
France they are not so—they are full of significance
and meaning.

Agents of the Mission report being warmly received
by theauthorities of the towns they visit, public rooms
being often put at their disposal, and an attendance
of four hundred, sixty at least being women, being
far from uncommon. On visiting privately some of
those present at the “ Conference,” the agents often
hear remarks such as these ; * It is the first time that
we have heard the Gospel announced in that manner,
there is nothing to be said against i* ; it is the truth.”
A Catholic teacher who had been present at oue of
these Conferences, with a large number of his scholars,
said, * We should like to have Confereaces like that
every fortnight.” M. Fourneau says that on Christ-
mas Day last he had at Amlzns at least fifty Catho-
lics in an audiznce of two bundred and fifty, at moming
worship a remarkable fact when it is remembered
how sacred that day is beld to be by Romanists, and
when the modest rcom and cold service of the Re-
formed Church is compared with the joyous cathedral
and its sensuous service, Intheevening, again, Catho-
lics formed three-fourths of his audience, the attend-
ance of Protestants being small. Again he relates
that during a recent visit to the Department of the
Nitvre, the Mayor of a Catholic commune gave him
a Catholic church to speak in -a church ornamented
by pictures of saints and fresh flowers. Here he held
his conference with men on one side and women on
the other. In the middle of the meeting, a wedding
party entered to the music of a vinlin. M. Fourneauy,
taking advantage of the occasion, suitably addressed
the company, speaking of the family institution. On
Ieaving, the father of the bridegroom saigd to his sop,
“There is a gentleman who, for nothing, has spokea

—

{ pald seventy francs.” Dut I must close. Enough hay

| been sald to provo that liberty to meet and spak
1 exists at presentin France, and that France is willing,

nay, is demanding that the Gospel be preached. |,
theg2 circumstances, what an obligation is laid upea
the sons of the martyrs and heroes of Reformatyey
times to proclaim the Gospel | How should all Chyis.
tians pray that the Protestants of France should no
remain mute in the presence of crowds who are djs.
satisfied with a teligion they no longer desive, ang
who are ready to receive at their hands tho message
of peace. Those who are responding to the call e
serve the sympathics and ald of all Chsistian people,

The reccipts of the “Central Coramittee” dunp;
1881 were 18,875 francs, and the expenses 16,3,
The receipts of the Paris Committee were 1,4,
francs, and its disbursemants 14,806, Both Commy
tees shared in the generous contributions which came
from the United States, as a result of the wisit of
Messrs. Réveilland and Dodds, who also paid a b
visit to Canada.

Having now given the readers of Tug PrEsvyry
RIAN some idea, however imperfect, of the present
position of the Reformed Church of France, and of
the work which French Christians are doing for the
evangelization of their fellow.countrymdn, 1 shall,
on future occasions, give a resumte of the operations of
other Missions, such as thoze of Mr. McAll, Miss D¢
Broen, ete, T H,

Paris, 3rd March, 1852

“ECCLESIASTICAL AMUSEMENTS"

MR. Eoitor,—The practice of ecclesiastical money-
making by means of fairs, festivals, * socials,” * enter.
tainments,” concerts and tableaux, is growing to such §
undesirabls proportions in connection with the suppot §
of rligious ordinances, that it is giving serious con.
cern to the earnest Christians among ourselves avdia
the United States. One of the most vigorous protests §
this growing evil has called forth is a small érocisre J
on * Ecclesiastical Amusements,” by the Rev. E. P,
Marvin, Presbyterian minister of Lockport, N.Y., who §
brings together warnings recently uttered from vances §
quarters ir. regard to this injurious custom, which1n 8
many places is sapping and weakening the very life of §
the Church, Even secular moralists ses it and its fruits, §
In a recent number of the * Century Magazine,” Mz, §
Howells, in describing the life of an American village, §
says : “ Religion in E—— had ccased 10 b2 a fact of }
spiritual experience,and the visible Church prosperes 8
in proportion as it minislered lo the social needsof be §
commnunity.” In too many places in Canada 1s ths §§
true, and the Church, stepping down from her fgh B
. position and office, spends its energies and depends E
for support on “ ministering to the social needs of the &
community,” and even providing their amusements' §
Nor is this the whole evil done, though it is no iigh &
evil to turn the highest instruments to lower uses, fx M
“if the salt has lost its savour, wherewith shall it be B
salted?® But besides this, the Christian Church B
faithlessly deserts its first principles in resosting 1o §
such means of support, Christianity. is to be the [
great counteractive of innate and obstinate human §
selfishness, Itscentral force 1 to be “the expuisive @
power of a new affecion.” But when the Chunb, o §
stead of relying on its Divine Master for power from I8
on high to “ cast out devils,” and lead men to aut fron @
heavenly principles, stoops, an the contrary, to mnute B
2o the selfish principle, by offering her people ot B
equivalent in pleasure cr amusement of some son (w g
what should be given outof love to Christ, she is siv-. &
Ply deserting her colours and giving up the bawl,
with the sure penalty of ultimate defeay that mos &
inevitably follow faithless cowardice,

But Mr. Marvin puts the matter so forcibly thati 8
give some extracts from his pamphlet.  His first pos 3
uon ts that “ these :nethods of raising money for 1be 58
Lotd are all contrary {o the precepts and exampli of
His Word, and therefore they cannot please Hin K
The simple method of free-will offenings alone s &
approved, and all other methods are virtually cox- ¥
demned (study Ex. xxxv. §,21, 29; 2 Cor. vui.and §3
ix.; Luke wi. 35, and Matthew x. 8). What sf Moses
had instituted a grand carnival or bazaar to draw k¢
surrounding heathen into his camp, and get meaos &
build the Tabernacle? How would it comport with
the characier of the eatly Christians to read 1n one of
Paul's epistles suggestions that the saints at Consth
got up some amateur theatricals or Isthmian gamey

more and beiter things than the priest (o0 whom you

to raise money for the poor saints at Jerusalem,




