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1T Is sald that 30,000 out of 40,000 townships in
France are open to evangelical teaching. A Catho
lic priest recently sald that he could not go anywhere
{n France without geeing Biblesand P'rotestant tracts,

‘Two Indlan fakirs at Delhi, India, kave been con-
verted, and now go about among the people preaching
Christ. Thay wear the yellow garment of theis order,
andlike all their class, are held ingreat respect by the
natives,

A MEETING under the ausplces of the National
Temperance League was heldat the Maunslon House,
London, Eng, on Tuesday—the Lord Mayor pre-
siding-~for the purpose of promoting temperance n
the army and navy. It was reported that the work of
temperance was making good progress in both ser-
vices. ‘There werg about 30,000total nbstainers in the
army, and 7,000 in the navy.

THE tevised version of the English New Testament
Is promised in England for February next. Atthe
same time Messrs, Cassell, Petter, Galpin & Co., will
publish a * Companioa to the Revised Version of the
English NewTestament,” prepared by Rev. Alexander
Roberts, D.D., Professor of Humanity at St. Aa.
drew's, giving the reasons for the changes made in
the Authorized Version.

IN the Lower House ofthe Prussian Diet Herr Wind
harst, leader of the Catholic party, supposted by olt
the members of the Centre and the Polish deputies,
introduced a resolution declating that the admunis-
tration of the sacraments and the celebraiion of the
mass are not subject to the penal clauses of the laws
of 1873,’74 and '75. An amendment to the resolution
is beiny prepared, proposing that malcontent clergy-
men shall only be exempt from liability to prosecu.
tion for the exercise of the above functivn when not
performed in churches and chapels, but privately.
“ Germania ® warns the adversarics of the Church of
the political consequepces of the rejection of the re-
solution,

AS regards France, the Vatican has decided to act
on the advice Father Curci gives to the Pope and
the Cardinalz. Notwithstanding the dizpersion of the
Jesuit and other unauthorized corporations by the
French Government, the Vatican has intimated that
it is willing to reéstablish friendly relations with
France—doubiless hoping by this policy of concilia-
tion to stay the hands ef “the persecutors of the
Church.” The French Ambassador at Rome latcly
had an interview with the Pontifical Secretary of
State, and a telegram was afterwards despatched to
the Papatl Nuncio at Paris instructing him to resume
friendly intercourse with the Government of M.
Grevy.

STATISTICS of the leading religious denominations
in Scotland. The Established Church : 16 Synods,
84 Presbyteries, 1,519 churches and preaching places,
1,640 ministers and licentiates ; total number of com-
municants, according to last Parliamentary refurns,
513,786 ; Sabbath school teachers, 16,738; scholars,
173,597 ; schools, 1,860. The Free Church : 14 Syn
ods, 73 Presbyteries, 1,005 congregations, 1,060 min-
isters, 230,000 communicants ; foreign missionary in-
come, £75,032. The United Piesbyterian Church .
30 Presbyteries, and 350 congregations in Scotland
and Ireland, 534 ministers, 173.000 communicants.
Foreign missionary income, £33,356; mised for
church purposes, £336,738.

A CONTEMPORARY on the other side of the linet
makes the following remarks on the supposed obliga-
tions lying upon professing Christians to patronize the
theatre in order to purify it. They arc quite as ap-
-plicable to our latitude as farther south + “The cleri-
cal apologists for the theatre say that Christians

should patronize it, that l!lcmﬁy it may be purified.

-— - - — -

But If current reports are correct, a large number of
church members do patronize the theatres, Has it
been improved by theic presence? Are not licentious
plays still produced, and do not licentious actors and
actresses represent the loose characters in these
plays? The ‘spiritual* does not grow by reason of
contact with that which s earthly and sensual, Itcan
overcome the world and Influence it only by keeplng
itself ¢ unspotted’ from its taint,”

AN exchange says that “the policy of the new
papal Secretary of State, Cardinal Jacobini, is indi-
cated by a remark, if truthfully attributed te him, that
it belongs to the Church alone to determine the lim-
sts which separate it from the State.’ In other words,
after the Church defines 1ts own province, the State
may clabin what the Church leaves.” All very true,
but there is no new departure inplied in the state-
ment even though the Cardinal had actually made it.
Such has been the position and policy of the papacy
all along, and such wiil be ns position and policy till
it ceases to be.  Yes, and some other Churches not at
all clatming to be infallible, Aave occupied, 2nd pos.
sibly are now ovcupying the same position and iaying
«Jlatm to the same night of setthng authortauvely the
range of their special jurisdiction.

THERE s wonsiderable opposition to the adoption
of the proposed new hymnal for the Free Church of
Scotland,  The book contains 376 hymns, including
thirteen paraphrascs, ten metnical doxologies, and
forty-nine hymns for the young; also two ancient
hyams and thay wo Sctipaie seniences and prose
doxologies. By utdes of the last General Assembyy,
it was aeni dunn o the Feesbytenes fur suggestions
and approval. Lo the Piesbyiery of Liinbusghat bas
Leen sery futhy consalered, De. BeggtSa Heney Mon-
craff, and uthess tahing ground 18 oppusitiun to aw
ceprance of it There were two motons befurc the
Piesbytery afics the hymns had been exanuned and
passed upon  one by Mr. Balfuur, setting forth that,
as the question as tv Jhe use of " human hyuns " an
public worship had acver been sent down to Presby-
teries for their decision under the Barrier Act, and as
the “inspired psalter” had provided material for
praise in the church for every possible condition n
which it could be placed, they should decline to enter
upon the discussion of the proposed new hymn book.

. Prancipal Rainy moved that no cause had been shewn

for such a mouon, which was seconded by Dr. Hora-
tius BBonar, who pointed out that the historical argu.
ment was aganst thosc who objected to hymns. The
amendment of Dr, Rainy was passed by a vote of
thirty-three to eight, several members declining to
vote.

Ix response to the Archbishop of Canjerbury’s invi-
tation to those dissatisfied withthe present government
of the Church of England to state what changes they
dcsirte, the following is given as the list of whnts of the
High Church men: * 1, We want the immediatc re-
peal of the Public Worship Regulation Act, the dis-
missal of Lord Penzance, and the legal declaration
that all his proceedings are void in law. 2. Wewant
the restoration of the Reformation Court of Delegates,
the abolition of Privy Council interference with the
Church, saveas to temporalities, and the formal an-
nulment of its monstrous miscarriages of justice and
solicy judgments in Church matters. 3. We want
the restoration of the canonical and constitutional
rights of the presbyters of the Church of England, so
that neither their frecholds nor their professional con-
duct may be dimaged by class legislation in which
they have had no representation as a separate order
of the spiriuality. 4. We want the abolition of the
autocratic power of hishops, substituting ‘ the Bishops
in Syrnod’ of the Early Church for the State-made
Bishop alone, or in secret with his private chaplain,
5. We want the removal from the House of Lords of
all stipendiary bishops, and the retention therein of
thuse only who held and sit in right of baronies ard
who are entitled to sit immediately on being conse-
crated, that is, Canterbury, York, London, Durham,
and Winchester, thus rendering it impossible for these

five in future to pretend to represent the other bishe
ops and the whole clergy.” The agitatien for disens
dowing and disestablishing the Church of England
lias received a mighty impetus from the imptison.
ment of Mr. Dale and lis assoctates. Many of the
Aunglican clergy are now strongly in favour of suck a
step,

IN England and Wales there are at the present
timo t7o different religious sects, among the most re-
cent being the Theistic Church and the Salvation
Army. These retigious bodies together have 33,000
places of worship, (ully one-half of which number
have been certified and recorded as such by the Reg-
istrar-General. The total accommodation provided
In places of meeting for religious worship is between
fourteen and fifteen miltions of sitings. The stated
ministers of teligiors number 36,000, of whom about
23,000 are clergymen of the Church of England. In
addition, there are at the lowest computation twice
that number of local and lay preachers, Scripture
readers, ete., 36,000 of whom belong to the various
branches of British Methodism alone. The officials
in the various churches and chapels naumber 160,000,
There are about three million of communicants. The
average attendance at places of worship on the Sab-
bab in Fagland and Wales is about two million of
persons. LEvery Sabbath thercare preached no fewer
than 80,000 scrmons, making a total for each year of
upwards of four mullions of sermons. It is estimated
that about three and a half millions of young persons

-are at the present time attending Sabbath schools in

that country, and tha. fully you,000 teachers are vol-
untarily engaged m this wotk,  1ndependently of
agences fur the moral and spiritual improvement of
the people, such as evangehsts, Scripture readers,
town missionaries, Bible women, tract distributors,
ety there ia a stated munister fur every 700 persons,
comprising t4o families ; a place of worshp for each
s00 individuals, or every 100 families ; and a com-
municant for about every eight of the population,
The annual cost of the vanous efforts for the social,
mortal, and rehgious reform, 1s roundly estimated at
£16,000,000,

THE present tendencies in Spain are rather toward
increasing restrictions upon religious freedom than
the reverse, In fact, ever since Alphonso came to the
throne, the liberty of non-Catholics has been under-
going a process of continuedly severer restriction. A
new penal code is being drafted, and by it the public
worship of Dissenters is declared to be a crime. The
country is bzing overrun with religious orders in the
forefront of whom are the Jesuits, and these ase
preaching intolerance to all out of the Church with
characteristic vehemence., No less than threz law-
suits are in progress against Protestant clergymen, all
instituted by Government. One clergyman s
accused of having buried a Protestant in the general
cemetery, and on his pleading the order of the
mayor, that functionary has also been accused. An-
other had, according to law, held a Protestant service
with not more than twenty persons, but, on leaving
the house he found a number of people on the thresh-
hold, which he crossed, and spoke to several of
them but did not deliver an address or hold a service,
For this he has been condemned by the Court of Ap-
peal to two months’ imprisonment.  This sentence is
not likely to be quashed on appeal, forthe judgein the
upper court has declared so much as that anyone who
does not so much as take off his hat when 2 Roman
Catholic funeral passes 1s liableto imprisonment, Itis
scarcely possible, in many cases, for a Protestant or
non-Catholic to get buried at all. Sometimesthe burial
has to be made in the yard which the grave-digper
keeps for his pigs, and in some cases the placss as-
signed as Protestant burying grounds have been pro-
faned in gvery possible way, by bodies being dragged
out of their graves and dead dogs and cats be thrown
over the whole place, and for all this the authorities
will grant no redress. The fact is, wherever Roman
Cathotlics have power, they are to-day as offensively
intolcrant as they have ever been, all the protests to
the contrary notwithstanding,



