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Mrs. Haldane dwelt, and found that, in spite of himself,
he was sharing in her doubts and fears as to the future cotrse
of the erratic and impulsive youth at his side. e blamed
hinsself for this, and’ tried to put doubt resolutely away,
By 2 few camest words he tried 1o shew the young man
that only as the grace of God was daily asked for and
datly received cou[l‘d lie hope to maintain the Christian hife.
lf‘c now began to realize what a difficult problem was be.
fore the youth, Socicty would be slow to give him credit
for changed motives and character, and as proof would take
only patient continuance in well-doing,  The good doctor
now more than suspected that in s own home Haldane
would find wuch that was depre-sing and encrvating.  \Worse
than all, he would have to contend with an excitable and
ungoverned natute, alrcady sadly warped and  biased
wrongly.  *“What will be the final result 2" sighed the old
entleman to himsell.  But he soon fell back hopefully on
ﬁis belief that the Lord had begun a good work and would
finish it,

Haldane listened attentively and ratefully to all that his
old friend had to say, and felt sure lﬁal hie could and would
follow the advice given, Never before had right Jiving
seented s0 attractive, and the path of duty so luminous. But
the thaught that chiclly tilled him with Joy was that hence.
furth he would not be compelled to plod forward as a weary
pilgrim. lle felt that he had wings ; some of the divine
strength had been given him.  Hae believed himself chan ed,
renewed, transformed 5 he was confident that his old sclfhad
perished and passed away, and that, as a new creature, en.
nobling tendencies would control him completely.  He
felt that prayer would henceforth be as natural as breathing,
and praise and worship the strong and abiding instincts of
his heart.

(7o becontinued.)

PAUL'S SERMON AT ANTIOCH.

Usually a Jewish }ncachcr sat down during the delivery
of his sermon, as is freely done by Roman Catholics abroad;
but Paul, instead of going to the pulpit, scemis mercely to
have risen in his place, and with uplifted ann and beckon-
ing finger—in the attitude of one who, however much he
may somctimes have been oppressed by nervous hesitancy,
is proved by the addresses which have been preserved tous,
10 have been in momentsof emotion and excitement bold
otator—he spoke to the expectant throng.,  “The sermon in
most instances, as in the case of our Lotd's addiess at Naz-
areth, would naturally take the form of 3 Midrask on what
the congregation had just hieard in one or other of the two
lessons,  Such seems to have Lizen the line taken by St.
Paulin this his first recorded sermon.  The occurrence of
two words in this bricfaddiess, of which one 152 miest unusual
form, and the other is employed 10 2 most unusual measmng,
2nd the fact that these two words ate found respectively in
the first of Deuteronomy and the first of Isaiah, comlined
with the circumstances that the historical part of St. Paul's
scrmon turns on the subjct alluded 1o in the fist of these
chapters, and that the promise of frec remission is directly cug-
gesied by the other, would make 1t extremely prohable that
those were the two chapters which he had Just heard read.
His scrmon, in fact, or rather the heads of it, which ean
alone be given in the brief summaty of Luke, 1s exactly
the kind of masterly combination and applicateen of these
two Scripture lessons of the day which we should expect
from sucE a picacher.  And when tuming to the Jewish
Lectionary, and bearing in mind its extieme antiquity, we
find that these two very lessons are combined as the fara-
skak and Jraphtcrak of the same Sabliath, we see an almost
convincing proof that those were the two lessons which hzd
been zead on that Sablath day in the synagogue of Antioch
morc than 1800 years ago.  Here apain we find another
minute and most unsuspected tzce of the close faithfulness
of Luke’s narative, as well as an incidental proof that
Paul spoke in Greek. Thelatter point, however, haully
needs proof.  Greck was at that tume the language
of the civilized world to an extent far greater than
French i« the common language of the Continent. It is
quite cestain that all the Jews would have understood its
it is very doubtful whe. -¢r more than a few of them would
have understood the Pisulian dialect ; 1t 1 to the last degree
improbable that Paul knew anything of Pisidizn; and that
he suddenly acquired it by the gift of tongues, can only be
regarded as an exploded fancy due 1o an crroncous inter.
oretation.

THE CONVERSION OF PAUL.

To the eyes of Paul’s companions, God spake by the
blinding light ; t0 their cas by the awful sound : buttothe
soul of His chosen servant He was visible indeed in the ex-
ccllent glory, and He spoke in the Hebrew tongue; but
whether the vision and the voice came through the dull or-
gans of sense or in rrcscnlaxions infinitely more intensc,
more vivid, more 1cal, more unuticralbly convinaing to the
spirit by which only things spiritual are discernod—this is a

ucstion to which thosc only willattach impottance towhom
:Lc soul iz nothing but the material organism—~who know of
no irdubitable chanacls of intercourse between man and his
Maker save those that come clogeed with the impeifecticns
of moital sense~—and who cannot imagine anything zcal ex-
cept that which they can giasp with both hands,  One fact
remains upon any hypothesis—and that is, that the conver.
sion of St. Paul was 1 the highest sense of the word 2 mit-
acle, and one of which the spiritual conscquences have afe
fected cvery subscquent age of the history of mankind.

STEPHEN'S SPEECH.

Although it wasdelivered before the Sanhedrim, therecan
be Jitle dutbt that it was delivered in Greek, which, in the
bilingual condition of Palestine—and, indced, of the civilized
world in gencral—at that tme, would e n}’ml‘ccuy under-
stood by the members of the Sanhedrim, and which was per-
haps the only languagy wkich Stephen conld speak with
fluency.  The quotations from the Ol Testament follow
the Septuagint, cven where it differs fiom the Hebrew, and

the individuality which characterizes almost cvery sentence
of the speech forbids us to look on it as a mere conjectural
paraphease.  There is no difficulty in accounting for its pre.
servation  Apait fiom the fact that two sevietarics were
always present at the judicial prrocecdhings of the Sanhednm,
there are words and utterances which, at centain times, mic
branded indelibly upon the memory of their hearers 3 and
since we ean trace the deep uupression made by this speech
on the mind of St. Paul, we findd hutle dificulty in adopting
the conjecture that jis preservation i due to ham.  The
Fagaddth m which ot abounds, the sanauons fiom hastonal
accuracy, the free citation of passages frorr the Old Testae
ment, the roughness of siyle, abuve all the concentrated
force which makes it fend itse If so readily 1o differing inter-
pretations, are characteristics which leave on vy mnds no
shadow of doubt that whoever may have been the re-
poiter, we have here at least an outline of Stephen's speech,
And this specch marked a crisis In the annals of Christian-
ity. It led to consequences that changed the Chuich from
a Judaic sect at Jerusdlem, mto the Chureh of the Gentiles
and of the world, It maiks the commencing severance of
two institutions which had nat yet discovered that they were
mutually irreconcilable,

“NO ONE CAN BE CERTAIN OF THAT"

A few months ago, while traveling s a railway carriage
in the south of Scotland, I bepan to distnbute some gospel
books amongst my fellow passengers.

A tall, stout man, sitting opposite me,
one I had given him, shicuted aloud :

**And he was quite right 1"

I asked him what he meant.
hand he replied :

** The man spoken of here, when®asked if his sins were
forgiven, replicd that nv one could be certain of that, and [
believe he was right.”

1 remarked that that wasonly his efinion, and he might be
wrong.

“Sh, but,” said he, *no man living knows that he 1s
saved ; and I don't eate how good hie ss be cannot be certamn
of it on thisside of the grave.”

** Surely you don’t believe God’s Word."

*“ Ob, yen, 1 belicve every verse of it from Genesis to
Revelation.”

Opening my Bible, T read :—*¢ These things have ¥ wot.
ten unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God H
that ye may know that ye have eternal di/e” (1 John v. 13).

*“You say, ¢ No one can kaow,’ and Gud says, * ¥e may
&mme,” whether should 1 beheve you or God 2

Immediately he buist ou, sayimg, * I dun't eare what you
Ky, we €an never be certain about it till we die; we must
just do what we can, and Aape for fhe best,”

*‘ Friend,” I 1eplied, ** Jam sorry that youdon't behicse
what Godl has said.”

““But T do believe the Bible."

** Docs k-n-0-w read h-0-p-c in your version "

To this he made no semark, excepting that no one could
&noze, and that it was “great presumption ™ in any onc go-
ing the *“length of saying he was saved.”

I replied that if what he sud was correct, he would re-
quite to get 3 pair of scissors and cut out the following
Scriptures :

¢ 1 write unto you, little children, fecause your sins are
Jorgizen you for His Name's sake ™ (1 John ai. 12). The
apostle John states that the sins of those 1o whom he was
wnting were forgiven.  1f the apostle knew this they sutely
knew it themselves,

* We £uowe that we have passed from death unto life ™
(T John iii. 13). John does not say, ‘‘T, who have attained
to such holiness, know,” Lut ** I8% 2oz T%er knew 1t
They did not Zege that this great change seonld take place.
Tkey Anczo 3t had taken place,

** We arc alieays confdent ™ (2 Cor. v. 6) TPaul did not
say, * It is gicat presumption in any one to be confident;”
nor did hesay, * I, who am soneatly periect, am confident,”
but, ** % are alicays conpident.”

My fricnd listened to the Scaptates and my remarks on
them, but declared that ke would still hold to lus opinion
that **No one could be certan,”

Reader, have yon hithestc unagined that no one could be
sure of his sins being forgiven while here on canh ? If so,
lay aside your **thoughts” and ““opinions™ and Lelieve
God's Word.

Men say, ** No oac can be certain.”

God's Word says, ** Ye may doowe”

Men say, **tis great presumplion to o that length.”

God's Word says, ** These things have 1 wnlien faf ye
may knew," .

Men say, * Weean only hope.”

God’s Word savs, ¢* We know. *

Men say, ** You can never be confident.”

God’s Ward says, ** We are always confident.”

Reader, whether will you beheve God or man? o Tell
me how Ican be sure of 1t," T hear one ask.  You wan only
know itthrough belicving what God has said in Hi< Word.
You cannot fa/ saved ; you cannot Jeel your sins forgiven,
but thank God you can Zueze u, and nese it peve, as you
read these lines.  You and 1 deserve to die cternally on ac.
count of our sin<, but Christ died foruc. The punishment
that we mented He to6k. ** He was wounded for our trans-
gressions, e was bruised for our iniquitics ;™ and now Je-
hovah declates, ** Ry Him all thas &cliae ate justafied ™
{Acts xiil, 39).  * He that believeth on the Son hath cver-
lasting life * (Tokn iii. 36). Don't wait forany ** expericnce”
or **fecling, ™ but 1est your soul on the bare Word of God,
and you will Znowo (not * fec),”Y that you are saved and

your sins forgiven.—5ritisk Excamgelist,

while reading the

Holding the book 1n his

Tug deputics to India from the United Presbyterian
Church, D1, Young and Mr. McLaren, are diligently pro-
secuting theirinquaties at the.vanous mission stations 1n Raj-
pootara. They have reccived a most cordial welcome, not
only from the missionatics and English tcudents, but from
men of the highest social standing among thenatives.

Brurisi av Fonion Frews,

Tuk Church of San Grovanm, in Conca, Milan, dating
back at least to AL, 879, has bicen putchased by the Wald.
chses,

Tine University of Betlin, Germary, has this year 3.608
matriculated students, and 1,693 who have the privilege of
attetang us lectures, making 3,301, the largest attendance
1t has ever had,

TuE Rev. Mr. Cole, of Erzroum, lately visited a village
in Eastern Tutkey, where he found some tet men who had
cmbiacad Chnstianity, and were waiting for some one to
come among them and vrganize a church,

For1y-Elaur native Chnsuans, Ptepared by the Rev.
Ruttonji Nowraji, of the Church Misslonary Society Mission
at Aurungabad, inthe Nizam's Ferntary, Central India, were
contirmed by the Bishop of Madras op November 21st,

Tue Latin text of the Papal encyclical letter apainst
divorce ills twehve columns of the ** Osservatore Romano,”
It says the attempt made under various Luises by the modern
spint of irreligion to rob the Church of her npht either to
bind or loose the marriage tie, must be resisted by the whole
Reman Catholic world.

PoMage, the Queen of Tahiti and Mootcea, died last Sep-
tember, 1 the <cventicth vear of her age.  When she was
Loin missivnanes had Just come to the South Sea Islands,
but nut a ungle convert had been won to Chiist.  When
Pomare died ‘she had been many years a faithful Christian,
more than 300 islands had beconie wholly Christianized, and
on nearly allthe rest Christian workess were making known
the Gospel,

Col. SYNGE, whom

Sir Austin Layard sent last month to
distribute  relief ameng Mussulman refugees in Eastern
Roumclia, has been captured, with kis wile, by Greek bri.
gands near Salonica.  The bandits demand a large ransom.
Col. Synge writes the Batiwh Conul at Salonica, urging him
to prevent the despatch of t1oups, as the bngands threaten
to kill hims and his wale it an armed force is sent against
them.  Sir Austin Layard has ondered the British gunboat
Rapid to $Salonica to inquite the best course to pursue for -
their liberation,

THERE are signs that the childish fiction that the Pope is
buta pervon i velvet fetters in the Vatican will soon be
dispensed with,  Asa fact, Leo X111, ficquently drives -
exrite through the streets of Rome. — On Chiistmas
Eve, for cxample, his Holiness accompanted by Cardinals
Di Pictro and Nina, slowly traveised the Corso, examining
the windows set out with toys and presents for children,
with a very natural interest. ~ e then went to the Church
of the Gesu and prayed a while belore he returned to the
sil;‘ct dungeons at the other side of the bridge of St. Aa-
gelo,

PROF. NEVIL STORY MASKELYNE, of the mineral deparst-
ment of the Briiish Muscum, wiites to the *“Times” announc.
g the entire success of J Ballantyne Hannay, of Glasgow, a
Fellow of the Chemieal Society of London, in roducing
diamonds. e says Hannay sent him some erystallized par-
cles presenting exactly the appearance of fiagments of
broken diamonds, and these diamonds casily scored decp
grooves in the polished surface of a sapphire.  Hannay's
process will soon be announced to the Royal Society. 1In
his letter an the subject of the production of artificial diz.
monds, Prof. Story Maskelyne, after describing the various
tests applied, concludes as follows : * There is no doubt
whatever that J. Ballantyne Hannay has succeeded in solv.
ing the problem, and Temoving from scicntific chemietsy
the opprobrium so long adhering to it. For, wheteas the
larger part of the great volume recording the triumphs
that cheaustry has achicved is occupicd by chemistry of
catbon, this clement has never been crystallized by man il
Hannay achicved the triumph which 1 bave the pleasure of
recording to-day.”

THE following notes arc 10 hand on the trade of the Obi
River system.  Altogether thete are now engaged in this
trade thinty steamers, of which twenty-two are of iton, and
cight of wood. Oneisof 1 30-horse power, six of 120, five
of 100, and the rest of So-horse poner.  The passenger
trafiic betweea Tzumen and Tomsk occupics only scven
steamiers of the RKuihatow and Ignatowy Company. Be.
sides the steamers are fifty-two freight ships (8erséa) five of
which are specially devated to the transport of convicls.
These vessels carry from 12,000 to 50,000 pud. There are
also siateen decked vesscls (gganka), and boats an the
Tom for shallow places. The following figures Tepresent
the traffic on the Obi River system dunng the navigable
season of 1878 . Various manufactures, 1,014,866 2ud (of
which manufactured goods 500,000 pud; iron, steel, and
siecl goods, 260,000 pud) ; provisions and saw products,
1,417,272 22235 tish, 350,000 pud: besides on the Intish and
Otu, for export wheat and ‘other agnicuitural  prodects,
53:000 pudd; besides foreign goods brought 1n by sea, 14,600
fud—10tal, 2,850,000 pud.

THE useful worik of the socictics for the protection of
chililren from cruol parents anq guardians may be gathered
from what is reported of the opcrations of the New York
Society, in the worde of Mr. Gerry = “The child begpars
had disappeared.  The miserable litile flower girls, who
used to haunt the theatres for immaral purposcs, had disap.
peared.  The employment of children in juvenile opera
troops—that abomination—had been suppressed.  The in-
famous padronc system, by which childien of teader years
weie bonght of their parents, and brought in droves to this
countty 10 be beaten, starved, abuced, and worked well
aigh 1o death, to sappont their 1azy and infamous masters,
had been crushed. ¢ practicc of sending children—
roung boys and gisls ~to pot-houses after liquor for their
azy superiors was alsa heing put a step to, and efore a
twelve-month zolled around the curse of taby-farming in
New York would be unknown.  \What the Socicty chiefly
wanted now was, some permanent locality, some building
to which they could send their newly.rescued charges, to Le
fed and cared for until the coorts disposed of them.”



