
ANNIE'S NEWV YEKR'S GIFT.

"Mamma)" saiâ Nelly, "l is it really true that we have a Fathlir
iii Heaven ?"

"Xy dear child, have 1 not often to1d-you about the great and
good God, who is our Father, wvho made us, and keeps us olive
from day to day 11"

ciYes, mamma, but vihen I get to think-ing about his being our
Fadhir, it does seem strange, that he should let *us suifer so much,
tvhen Le might, if he is so great and powerful as you say, at once
supply ail our %vants 1 arn sure ; rny own dear papa, wvho died
soIlong ago, even before I can remember, but of whom you and
sister Mary have told me so much, I arn sure he neyer would
have Jet so much sorrow corne tipon us, if he could have helped
i."1

111My dearest Nelly," said Mrs. Collins, 4"you are a very
young chi[d, only eight years old, and cannot understand ail that
is said to you, and Satan lias taken advantage of your ignorance,
and put these wicked thoughts into your heart. Let me tell you
about God, our kind Heavenly Father. He loves us, and cares
for us, and though vie are very poor and often have notbing to
eat, and no fire to keep us warm, still God sends us many bless-
ings, and has prornised to take care of us wvhile we live, and that
if vie love Him, and try to serve .Him, by and by lie will take ils
to a beautiful and happy home in Heaven. Ouglit ve flot to be
willing to live here a little ime, even if %ve have to suier many
things, if we shall then go to live for ever in a glorinus bright
home in liaen,

(IlYes, mamma, and 1 always fée]. so when you talk to me;
but when I sit still and think bow miserable me are, and Lov
rnuch pain you suifer, and how Lard sister -Mary fias to ivork,
it makes me so unhappy; and to-day, 1 felt so more than ever,
and so 1 spoke out my thouglits, mihicli 1 neyer did beoe.l

IlWhat makes you feel so more to-day? vie have bread in the
house, and a kiad gentleman has sent us a load of wood; 1 arn
sure we ought to be very grateful to God, wvho has provided these
things for US."

IlWeil, mamma, I werit yesterday to the Sunday school, anc
before our teacher came, the girls viere talking about the fine
thinga they Lad at Christmas, and wvhat they expected to have
for Newi Year's Oifs. TLey aIl had nice nevi dresses,> worm
worsted ones, and fine bats and cioaks, and they looked at my


