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SAN GABRIEL ARCHAdNGEL

Soine of the ruins of tlxcï Californian missions arc vcry ex-
tensive, those of Sanx Luis Rýe% particularly so. 'ihese have re-
ct±ntlv heen rcstorcd withi care, and a movemnent is on foot to

preserve others. The movenient includes nearly evcry thinki-
ing mani iii fihe soutlxern countries, for, if lie is not inspired by

a love of arclxaeologv, lic, a t least, app rcciate& the fact that fihe
missions attract a large number of touriets. A fcw of the mis-
sionis have becu abîle to wcather the stornis of timie, and, though-1
thev' bave seen three flays over them, reinain steadfast in their
scat as the \7 icar of Brav. Onie nmav stilli hear through fite
tranquil air, tlue clear summnons of their bells ami, sit ini w'orsbip

or rcspectful attention on thxe rude beilches whcrc generations
have found solace.

And wlhat cpicures these mission founders Nvcre! Drop
vourseif clown anvwhlere ini Southern California, and if there is
a daintv streain, a fertile vallcy. a charming sccne, You xnay. ask
the llrst manx -?ou ineet to show y-ou the mission. Bo sure it

is not far- off. If vou see a cottage ini that neighborhood

whclire fihe roses clanîber Ilihst anxd blooni nxost thickly, %wliere
tlie grarden, shaded %vith tall palms, is onie so-akof calla
hules, or slag'as a terrier w'vith clirvsaûiitleiiiiis, go righit in
and as]z for the padre. The %vise ones iloi longer plant thcir

churches oil a rock, for ther reniemiber the parall of the sower.
It is p)athetie to visit fixe ruins of some extensive mission, per-

haps now cliokcd withx prickly cactuls or overgrown Nvith wvikt

suiffloivers, and to think wlxat ecclesiastical hopes fell there.
But olc -cai visit lierc and thiere a mission stili virile, though.
no <loubt. buit thie shadow of its ancient glory. One of thèese

missions, iii sonie respects the niost rexnarkablc of ail the sur-

vivors, is thlat of SanxGbre Archaniigel, wvhicli iesties in the

valley below our C-alifornian homie of last %vinter, and to w~hichi

on- -,tte-.ioo!i we l)aid a visit.

36.9


