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I feel that some apology i perhaps
due for troubling you with a paper
on the stamps of this island, which,
I am aware, moit collectors regard
with litile interest. This, nu doubt,
ariaes fron the fapt that the issues
age limited in number, that their work-
manship is ppor, and when the Province
became inepriorated ,with the Domin-
ion Qf Canada there wgs a large stock
of remaindeFs which was disposed of
and distributed in, such, a manner that
even at the present day, unused copies
et most of the stamps are obtainable
at amall prices. At the same time, in
the case' of the philatelic history of
most countrie.s, there are generally
aebmWpointh oh which further light can
be thrown, and as we now claim that
thel'plireuit ef our hobby has become a
science, it is desirable that all col-

fetors should impart any facts which
they may ascertain in regard te the
assles oq' any.ountry, ao that the pub-
lishe& infqrmation on the aubject may
h i 'comp.lete as possible. -Foi ths

atipaghd do àot élaim to be1

4fe to add mach- te the sopimewhat
liltted subject 91 the stamps of Prince
Edward Is-ad-. I have thonght it well
tc reeb'td a $W fedte re.ently brought
before my notice, which fnay tend to
dispcoe of some of the questions re-
mainmg to bo.solved.

So far as I have been -able to as-
certain, very little information in re-
gard to theso atamps appeared in the
Euglish or Colonial' journals, prior to
the publication of the iociety's'work
cm thi stamips of the North American

olonies of Great Britain. One of the
principal contributions before that date
was the interwsting paper by Mr. D.
Laing, in the Halifax Philatelist, for
September, 1888, reprdduoe4 in the so-
ieety's work, while the most important

additiun since 1889 hm been the more
comprehensive article by Mr. A. A.
Bartlect in the Stamp News Annual,
189*q

The remarks of each of these writeras
are directed chiefly to the numerous
varieties or aror, if such they can be
ealled, to. ho found in tha,atampe un-
<der eonsidertion, and to Mr. Bart-
letf ln particular are we indebted for
a long list oft theïse varieties, [he dis-
covery of which ahows an amount of
untiring patience and energy whicb
certaily does him great credit, and
shows the minute care with which hie
hao studied the sulject. Bgth writers
refer to the. poorness of design and
printing et the stamps of« this ialand
and agreeing entirely with Mr, Bart
lett that m<,et of the varpeties are dut
to poor wprkaanshiip, one -i almos
Atnpted to ask, im refereneê td th
c*apiation o Si à1 a list as ho ba
givep us, ou bdeo00 ra it not that wi
as all kniaw it. 5e only by't hexerois
st&, gretest, acuray et tuí ofàr
vAt 1t 4ethtt r44*w

expct te learn many of the
tacts aa te the stamps we stud

The principal point of impor
which I can claim novelty is
stanps of Princeý Edward Isla
surface printed and net lith
as has generally been suppos
the sóciety's work on the sub
stamps of the Issues printed in
are all described as lithograp
although a querry as to the e
cess is adde din that work, it
mon thing to ee in philatel
cations reference to the "poor
graphed steamp of Prince Ed
land," and other similar desc
The miatake hitherto made in
speoct is doubtiess owing to the
appearance of the stainps, w
tranaatlantic journal charact
probably "the rough produ
soine native artist," and "a
to any country," but a mor
examination of the stamps th
would probably have resulte
error as to their mode of pr
being avoided. I have rcentl
opprtunity of looking over
number of specimens of the "
ers," and in many of them
plainly .aee-although I admi
amination was nade ex post f
lu the light of the knowled
then obtained-the marks wl
cate the difference betwee
which are lithographed an
printed from raised plate.
firmation of Uti4 I mby pWd th
stituted the apecimens to a
eIimtUr who had no difficulty
fying hiiself, without much h
that they were not lithogra

Sone months tago, Mr. A.
a gentleman man. well know
city in connection with the L
press, but who is noît a stamp
was introduced to me with
of obtaining information. as t
house aasays, which had com
ppeession. (It appears that
student and collector of. all ob
taiiing te the art of printin
attended the auction sale o
effects of the successors in b
Mr. Charles Whiting, of
House, Strand-sold on the w
ut the business-and he had
quired the essaye referred to.
me that, among other items
by him, there were some dies
trotypes of stamps, which h.
Iy offered for my inspectio
proved to be the original die
electro type plates, of som
stamnpp of Prince (Iard lal
consisted of the complete d
.Id, 2d, 8d and 9d and of t
4c and 6c atamps. With t
found an engraving on wo
head employed for the cents
a reproduction on copper of
and also a metal plate et
used for the pence stamps.
tion te these there was an

- oh brqst of a stamp, finishe
exception of the inscription

t similar te thé 8d stamps, alt
details of the background a

s usme. Aln tb3 head alse var
e îral amall parti:uhr.,, I ï
e -aI~ this mase prqoably pra

Sthé stamp as Ismued v

uiatorial The electro type plates *ers those
y. ot the 2d, 4de and 12c, and, in the
tance for case of the 3c, there %"re parts of
that the impressions in red and in blaek pasted
nd were on the back of the wooden block. This
ographed 2d plate measures 6x8 14 lches and
ed. In consists of sixty stamp ln str horizon-
ject, the tal rows of ten, the 44 plate measuring
England' 6' 4 1-2 inches, and having thirty
hed, and, ,tampe in six -horizontal rows of five.
xact pro- The Se plates measures lOx4 5-16 in-
is a om- ches, and containe ten vertical rows
lo publi- of five stamps, while that of the 129
ly litho- mageresi 5x8 8-4 inches, and has fiv.
ward la- horizontal rows of ten.
criptions. In addition te the reasons given
this ré- ajbovej I think the fact th;at the electro
inferior types had evidently been used, con-

hich one clusively sets at rest the question as
erizes as ta the nature of the procues employed
ction of for: the produetion of the eti pe of
disgrace island, From the description given it

e careful will be seen that,- iq thé case et th.
emselves ponce aiue, the wole ahisat ofe stmps
d in the oonsisted et but one imîpreuuion freo
oduetion the plate, whileb in tbls cai et the
y had an cents issue, where thi sbet consi4ts
a large of one hundred 'labels, the ntaips were

remaind- printe4 either frein two plates clamp-
I could ed together or by twicp printing from

t my ex- the same plate,
acto, and It will be observed that the deacrip-
ge I had tion of :thearrangement of thý stamps
ich indi- on sheets as published by .tba society,
n stampS and verified by Mr. Bartlett frou ex.
d those amination of entire sheete, là orrect.
In con- The latter, in noting the curius errer
t 1 sub- lof Mr. Lang in ref'ren to the- boete

practical if the 2d stamçini ià, I th.nk', nusoeos-
in satis'. sary severe ibl-iWI~Utthg-1'tll to tue

esitation, Lendga society foi giving "te tb&
phs. worldnder the sanotions et theirsas.
W, Tuer, thority any such erroneonu statemont"
n in the a that the sheets- of this valut eiu-
eadenhall stedt one hundred stane The
collector,. critic can hardly have failéd théervs
the view -that the .society in their dousiptiou
o some of have given the correct inforqation as
e into his to the eheets, the paper of Xi. Lang

being a .being only atterwarde inmerted in. its
jects per- .entirety, as containing valuable in-
g. he had formation in regard to the varieties
f the ef- noted by him.
usiness of A question naturally arises as to how
Beaufort it was that the die jud eleetrotypes

inding up remained in the piomesi ef the' t-
there ac- or and in reply to an oidqire I hiav

He told made in this respect 1Fatl inteirmed,
purchgsed on the authority of the ëedcèuédr of
and elec- Mr. Whiting, that the 'latter neoer

had kind- never charged for enigraving plates,
n. These which accordingly remained hisi pro
s, and the par te
eof the o the hope. of obtaiging inform

and. They 4tidm as to the date e , I caused
ies of the sme enquiries te be mdeon the aub,
he l, 3c, ject. • Unfortunately I found that
hem were most of the boof~of~the business had
d of the alreadysbeen destrôyed, and thoea re.
issue, and maininm-mere Lu o f, deitruetioe.
the same, I was unable to obtain peasual access
the head te an yet the ppagr* but th. person
In addi- who was super.vising their destruction

engraving was kind.*enoghtt look for suchi pa
i with the ticularm as the temiarfliUg books could
, in form atord. .The ledgers of the hahaa
hough the prior te 1872 had gone, buti a searh
re not the was made throug- those for 1'2 and
les insev- .187e y*lth the result that ta f
ber4 t im- · .- vAh o<A4 bi fwa
epared be- upko thru asn4a t Wy4 o
ras finélly th, 1872, ft t
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