-

;p]c.muue of tho Chinese hus for its

. acr-ne the public streets.  Their houses
~are small, the shops and bazaars are
~ dimumutive and crowded, so itinerant

PLEASANT HOURS.

A StrXRT SHOWMAN,

A STLEBT SHOWMAN.
A ocurat deal of the business and

restaurants, barber shops and other
crafts arve to be seen in the streets.
In.our cut is shown a characteristic
scene, where for a very small coin the
itigeraut showman will exhibit his
prctures which slide up and down in a
lizht framowork which he can carcy
on his back,

LESSON NOTES.
FIRST QUARTER.

STUUIRS IN ISATAH, JEREMIAM, AND XZEKIXL.

B.C. 586.1 LESSON X.
THE DOWNFALL OF JUDAM.
Jer. 39. 1-10.

[March 6.

Mem. verses, 6-8.

GoLpeN TyxXT.

Behold, your house is lefs unto you deso-
late.—Matt. 23. 38.

CENIRAL TRUTH.
The way of transgressors is hard.
HEeLrs Over Harp Praces.

In the ninth year—B.C. 599. The tenth
month - Teheth, which extends from about
the middle of Decewsber to the widCle of
January.  Rleventh year . . . fourth month,
the ninth day—Aabout July 1, 586, o ycar
aud a half after the sicge began.  7ke city
was broken up—Tho walls were broken
throughs, aud the city surrendered. In the
middle gate -1Between the upper and lower
city. HNabeans—A high Assyrian titlo be-
longing to the provious namto 3 Sarscchim
tho Rabsaris.  So Rab.-mag, high pricst,
or chief of the sorcercrs, belouga to Nergal-

tecixt the tioo walls—O0f tho valley of th

sharezer, who was the Rab-mag.  Gate be-
Tyropean, between Zion and the temple hill,
D

The Assyrians came in from the north ; the
king flud to the south. 7he way of the
plain—Over Olivet to Jericho, to the plain
sordan. Ihiblah—\Where, as a centre, Ne-
buchadnezzar was conducting the siege of
Tyre as well as Jerusalem.  Sleto sons— As
the Inst sight he should ever behold,  Put
out Zedekiah's eyes—Thus were fulfilled two
remarkable prophecies : one by Ezckiel
(12. 10-13), that King Zedekiah should be led
into Babylon a captive, should there live
and thero die, and yet he should never sce
the city; the other by .Jeremiash (32 3.5),
thut Zedekiah should speak with Nebuchad.
nezzar mouth to mouth, and see his cyes.
Fell arcay—Descrted from the city to the
Chaldeans.

Find in this iesson—

1. That the way of transgressors is hard.

2. That God's word of warning and of
promiso 18 surc o coinc to pass.

3. That God scnds troubls in order to
make us better.

Review EXxXRCISE

1. What great event had Jeremiah fore-
told to thoJews ? * Seventy years® captivity
on account of their sins.” 2 When did
this captivity begin? ¢ B.C. 605.” 3. Vho
made them captive? ‘¢ Nebuchadnezzar,
king of Babglon.” 4. What did ho do
with them? *¢ He utterly destroyed their
city and the tem{)lc, took their treasures,
and sent the people to Babylon.”

CATECHISM QUESTIONS.

10. What is conversion?

Tho turning to God in repentance and in
faith.

11. What is faith, in general ?

Faith, in general, is u conviclion of the
truth and reality of those things which God
has revealed an the Bible.

Havino found his true place in the
great commonwealth of industry, let
the young man chng to it, and not al-
low himself to be tempted by plausible
storics and dreams of sudden wealth
into speculations for which he is not

Tomperance—8ay “Nol"

WHKNRVER you are asked to drink,

Pauso a moment, my boy, and think ;
‘Think of the wrecks on life’s occan tossed,
Who auswered “ Yes!" without counting
the cost.,

Toink of the mother, who bore you in pain;
Think of her tears, that will fal] like the
rain ;

‘Think of tho heart, how cruel the blov';
‘Think of her love, and then answer “ Not”

Think of decar hopes that are drowned in
the bowl:

Think of tho danger of body and soul ;
Think of the sad lives, once pure a»s the
snow ;

Look at them now, and thenlanswer, **No'”

Think of a manhyod's rum-tainted breath :
Think that tho glacs leads to sorrow and
death ;

Think of the homes that are shadowed with

woe,
That might have heen heavens had some one
said “No ! "

Think of lone graves, unwopt and unknown,
Hiding life’s hopes, once fair as our own ;
Think of loved formns forever laid low,
Who still would bo bero had they learned
to say ‘“Nol"

Think of tho demon who lurks in the bowl,
Whose touch is ruin to hody and soul ;
Think of all this as on life’s journcy you go,
And wix{cn ’t’lm foul tempter,assails you, say
“ 0 !

-

THAT CALVARY SCENE.

Step into that church. A high
scaflolding rises near its castern wall,
You trace the form of a painter at
work upon the vacant surface. You
see his lifted arm.  You can catel the
outlines of the great scene he sketches.
It is the awful rejection of Christ by
the people he came to save, and now
gathered to seo bim die on the cross
they have helped to raise. Upon the
delineation of that sorrowful scene
bear all the details before you in that
church; the lofty scaflolding, the
artist, his brush, his colours, the
very light streaming through a near
window upon his work. All things
tell in the diréction of that grand
cffort.

You, ns a teacher, are to bring be-
fore your scholars the impressive
thought of Christ’s rejection and cruci-
fixion by those e came to save. As
in that scene of the painter, so you are
to make every thing bear on this
supreme thought. To bring it out in
its fulness and impressiveness, you
must teach that it is not simply a
rejection by the Jew and a crucifixion
by the Roman. It is a rejection to
which they—your scholars—consent.
It is a sacrifice for them by the
Saviour, and yet they are willing it
should be—in vain. Are they—let
them think—are they indeed willing
to accept the responsibility for this
sad rejection? Do they realize in
what a position they are placed by
their rejection of Christ and their
willingness that he should have died
in vain{ Urge upon them repentance,
submission, consecration. May you
appreciate your opportunity! You
hoped in January to see your scholars
at the cross, and may huve failed.
Spring, you thought, might bestow this
coveted blessing.
June, in spiritual things as in the
world of nature, is to ‘be o month of
blessing. Undervalue none¢ of your
helps. To bring out-the great scene at
Golgotha, how many things there are

have the lesson itsclf, the notes, the

It may be that

to aid you, the painter of to-day ! You-

the reading through the week. Thesy
make scaffolding and colours and-light’
Your hand must sketch and shade
Forget not your highest ally, even thal
Holy Spirit who works through you
Yours may be the outstretched hand ty
mnke an impression of Ualvary upon
the soul, but it is God working in and
through you. If we submit ourselveil
fully to Gud for this work, who cay
doubt that ho will give hituself to
in blessing ? \

N
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WHAT AM I FIT FOR?

Tuxkk is ouly one mothod Ly’ whick
2 young wan can discover what posi;
tion in life he is best fitted to occupy.
Ho must try. Hemay be qualified t
plan, to lend, to control, or his taleng
may be simply executive, nud of tly
kind that assists in carrying out tl
idens of other men. Iu either cas
his aid is needed in the vast an
diversified ficld of labour presented |
a great and growing country. Thi
head and the hand are equally requj
site in every branch of science and
business, inall the pursuits of actual
life. If a man who is merely exper
of hand stands or seems to stand on §
lower level than he who plans largely
and wisely, let him not repine at thai)]
for on the plane where his capacities
have placed him, there is less of
sponsibility and anxious care than ing
the Ingher positivns assigned to more
powerful and comprehensive intellecta

The great demand of the Christmas tek’
has reduced our stock oF Annuals to smil
compass. Of some we have no ‘remaini
coples. Of the following we have yet a fe
coples laft which go to the first applicants: ©

Adviser .. .oiiiiiiiiiies veenne . 80 S8
Band of Hope ......ceveiieee .. 0
British Workwoman ... cveeaseecann 0 X
Chatterbox .....~ PR Cetcesennas 1 08
Children’s Friend......ceceveeiaass 05
" " (Cloth) ............ 07
Children's Treasury ..... ......... Ly
Child's Qwn .......... teeeeereas P
" " (C‘Oth,...-..., ....... 0
Family Friend....oceeevenveeeanes 0
Girly’ Qwn Paper ..... ...... veeeee 2
Good Words. . .ceeeiirennnrocacans 29
Infants’ Magazine... ...cieceeenees 0
" " (CIOtb) ....... vese O
Jeisure Hour..,ovenes.. vesieee 26
Little folks .... . .. R 3
Little Wide Awake (Cloth Gilt).... 9§
Qur Darlings, .. S cieeaes Lt
Sunday..eoeeenees ceevecsssn 14
Sunday at Home......ccov0neni... 20
Sunday Magazine.......... .. seeee 28
Worthington’s Annunl {Boards......
» L (C]OL}I) csseve

¢
by
9|

Our friends will remember that we PREP
THE POSTAGE on all these books, end in tf
case of the larger books, the. postage ls cof
slderable. ] 4

g\ 3 1 Our
Sunday-School Libraries, gr5e
low us to give a full list of Sunday-sclio
.Books, but we wish our friends.to rememb
that our stock {8 complete of well-sele
books, and st popular prices.

SEND FOR CATALOGUE AND TERMR, }

WILLIAM BRIGGS
Methodist Book and Pablishing Houss,’
Toronto., ) s A

C. W. COATES, MonTreaL, QUE.

fitted.

accompanying exercises of the school,

S. F. HUESTIS, mmxié




