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where she nnw stand a stranger, and in spite
of herseif, her feelings softcncd as memnory re-
traced her by-past life. The entrance of the
mistress of this old-fashioned mansion, oniy
served to revive with stili greater vividness lier
rccoiiections of the past, for in the miid coun-
tenance of Mrs. Wilkinson, she beheid the saine
kind expression which. had won ber childish
affection. The years that had stolen the biom
from'the cheekýof the vatary of fashion, and
bad robbed bier forrn of its pliant grace, bcd left
scarceiy a trace of their progress an the eider
lady. Her tali thin fiure stilretained its per-
peudicuiarity, and time had only deepened the
furrows which grief had early traced upon hier
bmow. Uer cioseiy-cut b!ack. silk dress-tbe
square of thin mualin pinned with so mucli
precision over lier bosom-her high-crowned
cap, witli its ncatly-crîrnped border, and the
smooth braids of siiver-sprinkled haîr, whicb
crossed bier high forehead, ail were lu exact re-
sembiance to the picture traced upon Mrs. Her-
ley's memory sorne twenty years eariEcr.

III have corne to ask you to pass the day
with me, aunt," sald Mrs. Harley, assuming
hem blaudest toue in answer to Mrs. Wîlkin-
son'a polite but cnld salutation. IIYour Jo-
ties, and rn y constant engagements, prevent
us fmorn meeting as ofien as we ouglit, but 1 amn
deterrnined, for the future, to arrange mome plan
by which we enu bave more of your society."

" Your determination comes too late, ma-
dam," said the nid lady, wbule a siight flush
crossed lier paie check; IIhad my duties aud
your engagements lipen the nnly barriers lie-
tween us, they rnight bave beau easily remov-
cd. The true obstacles have been somewhat
more insurmouintabie, sud yet mcthinkas even
the distinction b-etwo;,cu poverty sud riches
might have bc-en overlookýed in favour of your
few stirvivirig relatives."

"Nay, aunt, you wro:ng me," 8aid Mrs. H-ar-
l."I1 arn sure I have neyer failed in respect

towards you."
"No. you have managed to treat me with

total negsect, and yet, to lie perfectly respect-
fui, if, by any chance, we accidentaiiy met.-
However, I wish nt ta reproacli ynu, Caro-
line; yout way tlirough life lias not been as

,,my way, aud tbougli both of us were uurtured
m, the same home, we have souglit very differ-
ent moada ta our journey's eud. Wbea your
moter-my ouiy sister-naned you by my
naine, aud gave you into my arma as another
claimant upon my affections, I received vou as
a preciaus gift from ber bauds; and wbeu, two
yoams later, she waz borne ta ber early grave,

you can testify ta the manner in wbicb. i fui-
filled myduties to tle littie orpban. But times
have aitered; 1 wss then prospernus sud hap-
py, the wife of a man emineut in bis profession,
sud the mother of a ioveiy rarniiy. 1 arn nnw
a louely widow, compeiied to eke out my dimi-
nished meaus of support by keeping achoni,
sud I ought not lie surprized to flud friands
changed as weli as fortune."

"My dear madain, can you suppose your
aitered circurnetauces have had any influence
upon my feelings?" exciaimed Mms. Hariey,
lu iveii-dissernbled surprize.

"II do not speakfrom vague supposition only,
Caroline; I know what I say. Wlien my
daughter sud myseif undertooli the charge of
a private boarding-school, ynu gradualiy drop-
ped ail iutirnacy wvitb us, for you lied grown
ricli, as we bad deciined in fortunes, sud yau
beg7an ta feel that the preseuce of 'poor rela-
tions' might lie rather inconvenient. Wben
your daugliter ieft the nursery, sue was trans-
ferred ta one nf tbose pests of modemn society,
afavhionable boarding-scbool, not sa mucli on
accout of my antiquated method of irnpart-
ing reai knowiedge, instead of superficiai ac-
couiplishments, as because the meiationahip
between us wouid seern degrading la the eyes
of the worid. Nay, you bave even denied tliat
relationship wben queatioued on the subject,
aud I therefore eau bave no confidence iu pro-
fessions of regard."

The self-possession of Mrs. Harley quite
failed ber as abe iistened ta these bitter truths.
Uer bmow crmrsoned, sud she bit ber lips as
she repiied, IIWeil, sont, yau have chasen to
misuudemstand my motives, and reject my
gond wiil."

"No, Camoiue, 1 do nt reject your gond.
wili, but I cannat cousent to accept your civil-
ities; ilf I can serve you in auy way, I amn
ready, but do nt corne ta me witliboliaw pro-
fessions. You have doubtiesa visited me on
business, tisi morning; let us therefore dis-
cuss it as strangers, or, et ieast, mare acquain-
tances."

Nothing but Mrs. Hariey's straug desire to
acquire anme information au a subject wbich
ueariy interested ber, could bave inuced ber
ta bearhler aont's severeremarks. She, boiv-
ever, repressed the aungry feelings wbicb rose
withiu ber breast, sud with the bfaud cour-
tesy for which she was emarkabia, mepiied,
III shall be as you wisb, madain; I wiil no
longer proffer any dlaim of kindred, but if it be
no't contrary ta your ideas of pmopriaty, will
you be so good as ta afford rue nome informa-


